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PREFACE 


The  rapid  Tale  of  two  numerous  edi- 
tions of  this  book  fhews  how  much  fuch 
aids  are  wanted,  and  how  ardently  they 
are  fought  after  by  the  Public.  This, 
indeed,  is  generally  the  cafe  with  works 
which  have  utility  for  their  objedl. 
Though  I have  no  obje&ion  to  books  of 
amufement,  yet  I am  determined  never 
to  trouble  the  world  with  any  thing  but 
what  I think  will  be  of  general  ufe. 

As  this  publication  has  greatly  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  my  patients  of  a 
certain  defcription,  I have  been  farther 
confirmed  in  the  belief  of  the  do&rines 
contained  in  the  following  pages,  nor 
have  I found  it  neceffary  to  retradt  one 
article  of  them,  which  I certainly  fliould 
have  done,  had  they  appeared  unfound- 
ed. I have  taken  much  pains  to  find 
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any  well-authenticated  cafe  where  the 
lues  venerea  had  been  cured  without  the 
ufe  of  mercury;  but  all  my  inquiries 
have  proved  unfuccefsful.  It  is  of  no 
avail  to  fay  that  fymptoms  will  difap- 
pear  under  the  ufe  of  other  medicines, 
which  feemed  to  refill  the  powers  of 
mercury,  This  I meet  with  every  day 
under  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  or  of  butter- 
milk : but  it  does  not  follow  that  either 
bark  or  butter-milk  will  cure  the  lues 
venerea. 

It  is  often  proper  that  patients  Ihould 
leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  fome 
tfime,  though  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  flill  remain,  In  this  cafe  the  pa- 
tient, thinking  himfelf  not  cured,  runs 
to  the  quack,  who  throws  in  his  noftrum. 
The  difeafe  difappears,  and  the  quack 
gets  the  credit,  though  the  fame  thing 
happens  every  day  where  no  medicine 
is  adminiftered.  I have  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  cures  of  lues  venerea,  faid  to  be 
performed  without  mercury,  are  gene- 
rally done  in  this  way. 
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There  is  not  a more  common  error 
than  attributing  the  cure  to  the  lafl  me- 
dicine which  had  been  adminiftered  to 
the  patient.  Yet  this  miftake  runs 
through  the  whole  practice  of  phyfic  ; 
and,  among  the  lefs  enlightened  part  of 
mankind,  it  gives  credit  to  many  medi- 
cines which  do  not  deferve  any.  Where 
mercury  has  been  previoufly  adminif- 
tered, any  thing  may  get  the  credit  of 
the  cure.  A medicine,  to  deferve  it, 
ought  to  be  given  from  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  diforder,  and  continued  till 
the  cure  is  completed.  Till  I can  find 
fome  well-authenticated  inftances  of  this, 
I muft  beg  leave  to  fufpend  my  belief  of 
the  lues  venerea  being  cured  without 
mercury. 

No  man  will  decry  the  powers  of  mer- 
cury who  knows  them.  It  is  the  moil 
extenfively  ufeful  article  of  the  whole 
materia  medica  ; and  I fhould  have  a very 
contemptible  opinion  of  the  phyfieian, 
who  faid  he  could  pra£tife  without  it. 
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That  mercury  may  fometimes  do  hurt, 
nobody  will  deny  who  knows  under 
what  circumftances  it  is  generally  ad- 
rniniftered.  If  a man  takes  a dofe  of 
falts,  he  will  keep  the  houfe  at  leaf!;  for 
a part  of  the  day,  if  not  the  whole  ; yet 
thoufands  are  daily  traverfing  the  Ilreets 
of  London  through  dirt,  and  wind,  and 
rain,  with  their  bodies  fully  charged 
with  mercury. 

The  fame  language  that  is  now  holden 
with  refpedf  to  mercury,  has  been  ufed 
with  regard  to  every  active  medicine 
with  which  I am  acquainted.  I remem- 
ber fince  the  bark  was  accufed  of  lying  in 
the  bones,  and  occafioning  aches,  pains, 
&c.  all  of  which  were  afterwards  found 
to  arife  from  the  bark  having  been  ufed 
too  fparingly.  This  is  precifely  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  mercury.  The  ills  which 
ignorance  attributes  to  the  free  ufe  of 
that  medicine  are  chiefly  chargeable  to 
its  being  ufed  too  fparingly  : and  I think, 
with  Dr.  Rufh,  that  the  time  is  not  far 
diftant  when  people  will  be  no  more 
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afraid  to  life  mercury  than  bark,  or  any 
other  drug. 

I have  averted  that  mercury  may  be 
taken  for  any  length  of  time  without 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  am  forry 
to  add,  that  too  many  woeful  proofs  of 
this  truth  have  of  late  come  under  my 
eye.  Since  the  following  pages  were 
fird:  publifhed,  I have  had  patients  from 
every  part  of  England,  and  not  a few 
from  abroad,  who  had  been  taking  mer- 
cury from  one  to  feven  years,  yet  were 
not  cured.  What  to  fome  medical 
lcribblers  may  feem  ftrange,  all  thefe 
patients  have  either  been  cured,  or  are 
in  the  way  of  being  fo,  by  the  foie 
powers  of  mercury. 

If  men  ufe  mercury  improperly,  and 
the  patient  is  not  cured,  furely  the  me- 
dicine ought  not  to  be  blamed.  I can, 
for  my  own  part,  affirm,  that  I never 
law  mercury  fail,  when  properly  admi- 
niftered,  unlefs  when  it  was  the  patient’s 
lame.  Confidering  how  feldom  patients 
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under  the  ufe  of  mercury  do  juftice  to 
the  medicine,  it  is  wonderful  that  fuccefs 
fhould  fo  often  attend  it,  and  that  ill  con- 
fequences  fhould  fo  feldom  occur.  There 
is  not,  in  the  whole  materia  mecLica , any 
thing  more  adtive  than  mercury  ; yet 
no  medicine  is  taken  with  fo  little  pre- 
caution. 

Among  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of 
mercury  I had  mentioned  the  timid 
pra&ice  of  every  now  and  then  carry- 
ing it  out  of  the  body  by  purges.  If 
there  is  any  myflery  in  the  adminif- 
tration  of  mercury,  it  lies  in  detaining 
it  in  the  body  till  it  has  conquered  the 
enemy.  A man  may  take  mercury 
twenty  years,  and  the  poifon  all  the 
while  lodge  in  the  fyftem ; but  I am 
inclined  to  think  it  will  never  be  one 
year  there  if  the  antidote  i3  properly 
adminiftered.  Where  the  fyftem  was 
fufficiendy  faturated  with  mercury,  and 
kept  fo  for  a due  length  of  time,  I never 
knew  the  cure  to  fail.  Few  practitioners 
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can  give  a more  decided  opinion  on  this 
iubjedt  than  myfelf,  as  a day  feldom 
pafles  on  which  I do  not  fee  this  diforder 
in  a variety  of  fhapes ; yet  I can  aver, 
with  the  drifted  regard  to  truth,  that 
the  fpecific  never  has  difappointed  me. 

Ignorance,  with  regard  to  medicine, 
tends  to  render  men  the  dupes  of  em- 
pirics. Where  people  know  nothing, 
they  believe  every  thing.  Thus  they 
become  the  eafy  prey  of  thofe  fwarms 
of  quacks  who,  like  vermin,  feed  on 
the  ignorant  and  unwary.  The  credu- 
lity of  this  country,  with  refpeft  to 
quacks,  is  unbounded : they  fwallow 

all  their  lies  ; and  the  more  improbable 
their  dories  are,  they  like  them  the 
better.  Poderity  will  not  believe  that 
in  the  eighteenth  century  men  amaffed 
fortunes  in  London  by  only  pointing 
their  fingers  at  their  patients ; or,  what 
is  dill  more  extraordinary,  by  what 
they  call  treating  them  at  a difiance. 
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The  late  Dr.  Gregory,  of  candid  me- 
mory, ufed  to  fay,  that  the  quack  did 
not  tell  half  fo  many  lies  for  himfelf 
as  his  pa  rents  told  for  him.  This  is 
founded  in  human  nature.  Men  will 
vindicate  their  own  condudt,  and  often 
even  at  the  expence  of  truth.  I have 
met  a man  coming  from  the  Manfion 
Houfe,  where  he  had  been  carried  by  a 
quack  to  make  oath,  before  the  Lord 
Mayor,  that  he  was  cured  of  what  I 
knew  to  be  an  incurable  difeafe.  I do 
not  fay  this  man  was  perjured.  His 
pain  might  have  been  fufpended,  and  he 
might  believe  himfelf  cured  : but  was 
foon  undeceived  ; for  he  died  in  a few 
days,  and,  in  all  probability,  his  death 
was  accelerated  by  the  lullabies  he  had 
taken. 

Magiftrates  ought  to  be  extremely 
cautious  how  they  adminifter  oaths  to 
people  in  favour  of  quack  medicines. 
The  quack  himfelf  is  generally  perjured 
in  fvvearing  that  the  medicine  was  his 
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own  invention  ; and  he  can  at  any  time 
find  needy  men  who,  to  get  a morfel 
of  bread,  will  fwear  to  cures  that  never 
were  performed.  Nay,  authors  are  to 
be  found  bale  enough  to  write  books  in 
fupport  of  any  noftrum  that  quacks  choofe 
to  vend,  provided  they  are  well  paid  for 
their  labour. 

Should  this  tract  tend,  in  any  meafure, 
to  relieve  the  fufferers  under  the  lues,  or 
to  refcuethem  from  the  hands  of  daring 
empirics,  at  once  the  difgrace  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  reproach  of  medicine,  I 
{hall  feel  myfelf  highly  gratified. 

4 

N.  B.  Being  defirous  to  render  this 
Treatife  as  extenfively  ufeful  as  pofiible, 
and  having  at  prefent  little  time  myfelf 
to  fpare,  I have  engaged  my  Son  to  add, 
in  form  of  a Supplement  to  the  prefent 
Edition,  fuch  ufeful  remarks  as  either 
experience  or  reading  may  have  fug- 
gefted  to  him.  As  he  has  paid  much 
attention  to  this  fubjetf:,  I make  no 
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doubt  that  his  obfervations  will  tend  to 
throw  confiderable  light  on  the  nature 
and  treatment,  particularly  of  fome  of 
the  more  infidious  and  deceptive  appear- 
ances, which  the  venereal  difeafe  occa- 
fionally  affumes. 


Percy  Street, 
February,  1803.. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


The  following  pages  were  written  in 
profecution  of  my  plan  for  rendering 
medicine  more  extenfively  beneficial  to 
mankind.  They  treat  of  a difeafe  which, 
at  once,  tends  to  poifon  the  fprings  of 
happinefs,  and  to  debafe  the  human  race. 
To  fhew  men  how  far  it  is  in  their  own 
power,  by  due  care  and  attention,  to 
prevent  its  destrudlive  influence,  is  the 
profefied  defign  of  the  enfuing  treatife. 
How  far  I have  fucceeded  in.  the  execu- 
tion of  this  defign  muft  be  left  for  others 
to  determine  5 but  if  thefe  hints  fliould 
in  any  meafure  conduce  to  put  the  young 
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and  unwary  on  their  guard  againff  the 
direful  confequences  of  this  infidious 
malady,  I fhall  think  my  time  and  at- 
tention have  been  well  bellowed. 

Many  reafons  have  induced  me  to 
fele£t  the  Venereal  Difeafe  as  the  fubjecl 
of  a feparate  treatife.  It  is  one  of  thofe 
complaints  which,  for  the  patient’s  peace 
and  happinefs,  he  often  finds  it  necefiary 
to  conceal 3 and,  fortunately  for  him, 
this,  by  due  care,  may  generally  be  ef- 
fected. Befides,  other  difeafes  are  often 
removed  bv  the  efforts  of  nature,  or  dif- 
appear  of  their  own  accord  3 but  in  the 
lues  venerea,  nature  cannot  effedt  a cure. 
A good  conllitution  is  doubtlefs  in  fa- 
vour of  the  patient,  but  no  conllitution 
can  conquer  the  virulence  of  this  poifon. 
Whoever  trulls  to  that  will  be  difap- 
pointed.  As  a fpecific  remedy  is  di re- 
covered, its  properties  ought  furely  to 
be  made  known  to  the  public.  Since 
the  powers  of  the  Bark  were  underllood 
by  all,  every  one  can  cure  an  ague  3 yet 
this  difeafe  proves  often  more  obllinatc 
than  a confirmed  pox. 
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Unfortunately  for  thofe  who  labour 
under  the  venereal  difeafe,  its  treatment 
has  fallen  into  bad  hands.  Not  only 
Quacks  of  all  defcriptions  undertake  to 
cure  it ; but  every  idle  fellow  who  does 
not  chufe  to  follow  fomeufeful  employ- 
ment, fets  up  for  doctor,  afiumes  fome 
well  known  name,  and  advertifes  an  in- 
fallible remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  apothecary’s  man,  or  even  the 
apothecary’s  man’s  man,  often  paffes  for 
an  adept  in  curing  this  malady.  Nor  is 
it  uncommon  for  the  fellow  who  brufhed 
the  furgeon’s  coat,  or  cleaned  his  fhop, 
to  ftep  into  his  matter’s  (hoes,  and  fome- 
times  into  his  chariot,  by  his  pretended 
Ikill  in  curing  the  lues  venerea.  Thefe 
noftrum -mongers  not  only  fell  the  fame 
medicines  to  all  their  patients,  however 
widely  their  fymptoms  may  differ  ; but, 
unfortunately  for  them,  the  noftrum 
often  does  not. contain  a fingle  grain  of 
what  we  know  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  their  cure. 

The  credulity  of  mankind  in  regard 

b 2 to 


20  Preliminary  Obferv aliens. 

to  medicine  is  truly  aftonifhing.  Even 
thofe  who  affedt  to  be  fceptical  in  other 
matters  are  the  eafy  dupes  of  every  pre- 
tender to  a fecret  medicine:  They  will 
negledl  the  advice  of  the  mold  fkilful 
phyfician,  and  run  after  the  ignorant 
quack,  becaufe  he  promifes  then*  a fud- 
den  cure ; but,  alas ! this  fudden  cure, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  turns  out  to  be 
no  cure  at  all,  and  the  difeafe  is  by  this 
means  trifled  with,  till  it  becomes  alto- 
gether incurable. 

Xhe  moft  frequent  dupes  to  quackery 
are  the  young  and  unwary.  They  cre- 
dit the  contents  of  every  puff  that  is  put 
into  their  hands  as  they  walk  the  ftreets, 
and  fw allow  with  eagernefs  the  drugs  it 
recommends.  I would  beg  leave  juft  to 
bint  to  fuch  inexperienced  youths,  that 
the  advertifmg  quack,  is,  ten  to  one, 
more  ignorant  of  medicine  than  them- 
felves,  that  his  foie  aim  is  to  take  their 
money,  and  when  he  has  got  that,  he 
cares  no  more  for  the  patient.  I am 
warranted  to  fay  this  from  daily  obfer- 
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vation,  and  am  forry  to  add,  that  too 
many  from  woeful  experience,  know  it 
to  be  true.  So  great  however  is  the  in- 
fluence of  quackery  over  the  young 
mind,  that  I have  feen  one  of  thofe  un- 
fledged gentlemen,  while  I was  writing 
a prefcription  for  him,  take  up  a newf- 
paper,  and,  calling  his  eye  on  an  adver- 
tifement,  which  promifed  to  do  in  a few 
days  what  I had  told  him  would  require 
weeks,  if  not  months,  to  complete,  put 
my  prefcription  in  his  pocket,  and  hafte 
away  to  the  promifer  of  quick  cures. 

No  great  lkill  is  neceflary  to  dry  up  a 
chancre,  fo  as  to  make  it  appear  healed 
in  a few  days.  This  they  call  curing 
the  pox ; but,  if  ever  the  pox  exifted,  it 
cannot  be  cured  in  this  manner.  I know 
of  numbers,  however,  who  avow  this 
as  their  common  practice.  Need  any 
one  be  furprifed  to  find  obftinate  ulcers, 
and  carious  bones  as  the  confequence  ? 
The  practitioner,  whofe  foie  objedt  is  to 
touch  the  patient’s  money,  will  patch 
him  up,  and  get  him  off  his  hands  as 
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loon  as  he  can.  Let  all  who  wifh  to 
preferve  their  conftitution  beware  of 
inch  cures. 

Some  authors  would  perfuade  us  that, 
in  whatever  fhape  the  venereal  difeafe 
appears,  it  never  fails  to  do  great  injury 
to  the  conftitution.  I grant  that,  in 
fome  conftitutions,  this  may  be  true, 
but  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  mif- 
chief  done  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  is 
often  owing  to  wrong  regimen,  and  im- 
proper treatment.  The  proportion  of 
thole  who  are  able  to  obtain  good  advice, 
and  obferve  a proper  regimen,  does  not 
amount  to  one  in  a hundred.  All  the 
reft  mu  ft  put  up  with  fuch  advice  as  they 
can  obtain,  and  follow  the  beft  regimen 
that  their  circumftances  will  permit. — 
By  far  the  greater  part  are  obliged  to 
follow  their  necelfary  employments, 
however  hurtful  they  may  be,  during 
the  whole  time  they  are  taking  the  me- 
dicine. 

It  is  eafy  to  fay,  that  every  man, 
afnided  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  ought 

to 
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to  have  recouiTe  to  the  bed  advice  j but 
how  is  he  to  obtain  it  ? The  bed  advice 
is  not  eafily  purchafed.  Befides,  men 
afflicted  with  the  venereal  difeafe  are 
often  in  dtuations  where  no  medical 
abidance  of  any  kind  can  be  had.  Thefe 
are  the  men  for  whom  the  following  ob- 
fervations  were  thrown  together.  They 
are  not  defigned  to  fupercede  the  phy- 
fician,  but,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fupply 
his  place  where  he  cannot  be  had  3 and 
to  prevent  thofe  who  are  not  able  to  em- 
ploy him,  from  becoming  the  prey  ©f 
ignorance  and  avarice. 

It  is  a jud  obfervation,  that  there  is  a 
greater  difference  between  a good  phyd- 
cian  and  a bad  one,  than  between  a good 
phyfician  and  none.  When  I fay  a bad 
one,  I mean  the  felf-created  dodtor,  who, 
while  he  knows  nothing,  undertakes 
every  thing.  A man  of  common  under- 
danding,  with  the  adidance  of  books, 
will  condudt  his  own  cure  better  than 
many  of  thofe  who  make  a trade  of  cur- 
ing the  lues  venerea.  Nor  is  it  a matter 

b 4 of 
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of  fmall  importance  for  a man  to  know 
when  he  is  properly  treated.  It  is  on 
the  ignorance  of  the  patient  that  the 
Charlatan  prefumes.  He  knows  there 
is  no  danger  of  deteftion  while  the  pa- 
tient is  taught  to  dread,  even  the  lead 
dip,  in.  medical  knowledge. 

A man  fhould  have  at  lead  as  much 
information  about  this  malady  as  to 
know  when  he  has  got  it.  Many  have 
their  pockets  picked,  by  taking  medi- 
cines for  the  difeafe,  who  never  had  it  -3 
while  others  are  differed  to  linger  under 
the  complaint  for  years,  being  all  the 
while  told  that  they  had  it  not.  I lately 
faw  a remarkable  inftance  of  the  latter 
in  a young  man,  who  applied  to  me  to 
know  whether  or  not  he  had  the  malady, 
as  his  medical  attendant  had  told  him  it 
was  no  fuch  thing.  I never  faw  the  lues 
more  drongly  marked,  and  advifed  him 
immediately  to  begin  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury, which  he  did  but  not  being  able 
to  obferve  a drift  regimen,  it  was  ten 
months  before  he  was  well,  though  his 

mouth 
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mouth  was  kept  fore  during  mod  of  the 
time. 

If  men  may  fall  into  fuch  hands,  it  is 
furely  high  time  that  they  were  taught, 
at  lead,  to  know  the  fymptoms  of  this 
too  common  malady.  To  talk  of  mak- 
ing all  men  phyficians,  is  the  language 
of  folly.  Surely  the  man  who  writes  a 
catechifm  does  not  intend  to  qualify  his 
readers  for  becoming  dodors  in  divinity; 
yet  fuch  is  the  folly  of  men,  or  rather 
the  prejudice  of  the  faculty,  that  who- 
ever attempts  to  throw  a little  light  on 
the  public  mind,  with  regard  to  difeafes, 
is  immediately  branded  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  every  man  a phyfician. 
Would  to  God  that  phyficians  were  fo 
eafily  made!  To  be  a phyfician  is  the 
bufinefs  of  a man’s  life,  and  the  candid 
will  confefs  that,  to  the  lad,  he  has  dill 
much  to  learn. 

It  is  often  a difficult  matter,  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  to  perfuade  patients 
to  take  mercury  for  a fufficient  length  of 
time.  The  wifh  to  be  foon  well  is  na- 
tural, 
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tural,  but  it  is  productive  of  much  mif- 
chief.  Th  e victims  to  quick  cures  are 
innumerable  : Yet  men  will  run  after 
thofe  who  promife  them,  though  to  their 
own  destruction.  Few  days  pafs  in 
which  I do  not  fee  inftances  of  the  dan- 
ger arifing  from  imperfect  cures  of  the 
lues  venerea  ; and  I have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  thofe  which  are  not  feen,  nor 
regarded,  are  ftiilmore  numerous. 

Nor  is  the  difficulty  much  lefs  in  get- 
ting men  to  take  mercury  in  fufficient 
doles.  Mercury  may  be  taken  for  any 
length  of  time,  but  if  it  is  not  adminif- 
tered  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  produce 
fufficient  effects  on  the  fyltem,  it  will 
not  fubdue  the  poifon.  This,  however, 
is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  eftimate.  The 
difference  of  conilitulions  is  fuch,  that 

i J 

two  perfons  can  hardly  be  treated  exactly 
in  the  fame  way,  and  our  conduct  mud; 
be  regulated  chiefly  by  its  effects. 

Much  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  the 
alterativemodeof  adminilteringmercury  5 
and  it  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  it 

could 
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could  be  depended  on  for  completing  the 
cure ; but  with  that  view  I dare  not  re- 
commend it.  No  doubt  it  may  fucceed 

in  certain  cafes,  but  it  is  not  to  be  t ruffed 

/ • 

as  a general  mode  of  treatment.  When 
the  con-ftitutioh  is  too  irritable  to  bear 
even  the  flighted:  degree  of  falivation, 
the  mercury  may  produce  its  effedls  taken 
as  analterative.  It  may  likewife  be  pro- 
per after  a liberal  ufe  of  mercury,  when 
it  is  deemed  neceiTary  to  keep  up  the 
mercurial  adlion  on  the  fyftem,  to  ad- 
minifter  it  in  this  manner. 

Jt  would  be  eafy  to  bring  forward  a 
number  of  cafes  to  prove  the  danger  of 
trufling  to  the  alterative  method  of  cure ; 
but  the  following  {hall  fuffice : 

Some  years  ago  a merchant  from  North 
America  put  himfelf  under  my  care,  for 
what  the  phyfician,  to  whom  he  firft  ap- 
plied, had  treated  as  a cancer  in  the  nofe. 
I fufpedled  the  cafe  to  be  venereal,  and, 
from  the  patient’s  own  account  of  the 
matter,  there  remained  no  doubt  of  it. 
Before  he  left  America,  he  had  taken 

mercury 
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mercury  for  above  twelve  months,  and 
all  the  while  the  difeafe  was  preying  upon 
the  nofe,  till  it  had  eat  away  both  the 
ala  naji , as  they  are  called,  occafioned 
an  amazing  degree  of  pain,  and  rendered 
him  a (hocking  fpedtacle. 

On  looking  over  his  apothecary’s  bill, 
I could  perceive  that  the  gentleman  had 
ufed  a fuflicient  quantity  of  mercury  to 
have  performed  a cure,  provided  it  had 
been  taken  in  a fourth  part  of  the  time. 
Indeed  the  event  proved  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation.  I put  him  on  a courfe  of 
mercury  and  diet  drink,  confined  him  to 
the  houfe,  and  in  lefs  than  two  months 
his  nofe  was  perfectly  healed,  and  con- 
tinues fo  to  this  day.  The  deformity, 
however,  for  which  he  has  to  thank  his 
American  doctor,  mult  defeend  with 
him  to  the  grave. 

About  four  months  ago  one  of  thofe 
unhappy  females,  who  often  contract  the 
lues  venerea,  but  are  feldom  thorough- 
ly cured,  applied  to  me  for  a fore  leg. — 
The  fore  was  a little  above  the  ancle,  had 

been 
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been  long  open,  and  (hewed  no  difpofi- 
tion  to  heal.  She  faid  (lie  believed  it 
was  owing  to  an  ill-cured  pox,  and 
added  that  (lie  had  been  taking  mercury, 
as  an  alterative,  for  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  without  the  fmalleft  benefit. 
As  I was  entirely  of  her  way  of  thinking, 
I advifed  her  to  take  the  corrofive  fubli- 
mate  of  mercury,  in  fuch  dofes  as  to 
keep  her  mouth  fore  for  feveral  weeks, 
and  likewife  to  wafli  the  fore  frequently 
with  the  folution  of  fublimate,  as  ftrong 
as  file  could  eafily  bear  it.  I was  agree- 
ably furprifed  to  fee  her  come  back  with- 
in fix  weeks,  to  return  me  thanks  for 
the  cure,  with  her  leg  perfectly  healed, 
and  in  all  other  refpecls  well.  I have 
been  long  in  the  habit  of  treating  thefe 
fores,  which  I fuppofed  to  be  venereal, 
with  the  fublimate,  and  have  feldom  been 
difappointed  in  its  effects. 

The  next  cafe  that  I (hall  mention  is, 
that  of  a gentleman  refluent  in  London, 
who  had  every  opportunity  of  taking  the 
very  bed:  advice,  yet  followed  the  word. 
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He  thought  he  could  follow  his  bufinefs, 
and  take  mercury  at  the  fame  time  with 
fafety  and  effect.  This  he  tried  for  a 
feries  of  years,  his  nofe  all  the  while  fuf- 
fering  a gradual  diminution.  This  was 
imputed  to  fome  other  caufe,  till  at 
length  that  organ  totally  difappeared. — 
He  then,  too  late,  applied  to  an  emi- 
nent practitioner  in  that  line,  who  told 
him  he  had  never  taken  the  medicine 
properly ; put  him  under  a courfe  of 
mercurv,  confined  him  to  the  houfe  for 
fome  months,  and  made  a complete  cure 
of  him.  He  now  enjoys  the  bleffing  of 
perfect  health,  if  health  in  fuch  a man- 
gled condition  can  be  called  a bleffing, 
or  deemed  worth  the  enjoying. 

After  a very  liberal  adminiftration  of 
mercury  there  will  often  remain  fome 
marks  of  the  diforder.  In  this  cafe,  if 
the  alterative  method  is  purfued,  thele 
will  difappear,  and  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment get  the  credit  of  the  cure,  while  it 
was  wholly  owing  to  the  mercury  previ- 
oufly  adminiflered.  Whatever  may  hap- 
pen 
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pen  in  flight  degrees  of  infection,  or 
where  the  fyftem  has  been  previoufly  im- 
pregnated with  mercury,  I would  not 
advife  any  one  who  has  got  a confirmed 
pox  to  truft  his  cure  folely  to  the  altera- 
tive mode  of  adminiftering  mercury  ; 
other  wife  he  may  have  caufe  to  regret 
the  injuries  done  to  his  conftitution, 
when  it  is  too  late  to  repair  them.* 
Many  retard  their  cure,  and  fometimes 
even  prevent  it,  by  leaving  off  the  mer- 
cury 


* The  eafe  with  which  fome  people  treat  thefe  matters, 
where  life  is  concerned,  is  to  me  attonifhing.  A young 
gentleman  lately  applied  to  me,  who  was  all  over  co- 
vered with  venereal  blotches.  He  had  been  treated  on 
the  alterative  plan  for  a confiderable  time,  but  without 
effedt.  1 changed  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  he  was 
cured  in  about  two  months.  While  under  my  care  he 
met  his  old  dodtor,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  him,  and 
told  him  what  I was  doing.  He  faid  I would  make  his 
mouth  ftink  like  the  devil,  fo  that  he  could  not  go  into 
genteel  company.  This  is  delicacy  with  a vengeance  1 
A man,  rather  than  have  a fore  mouth  for  a few  weeks* 
is  to  be  eaten  up  with  the  lues  venerea  3 yet  there  are 
men  who  fwallow  thefe  dodlrines,  becaufe  they  coincide, 
with  their  own  withes. 


32  Preliminary  Obfervations. 

cury  as  foon  as  it  affedts  the  mouth,  and 
taking  opening  medicines  to  carry  it  out 
of  the  body.  In  fadt  the  mercury  is  too 
apt  to  run  off'  by  ftool,  and  never  has  its 
full  effedt  on  the  fyftem  when  carried  off 
too  quickly,  either  by  the  bowels  or  the 
mouth.  The  great  art  in  adminiftering 
mercury  is  to  regulate  the  dofe  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  keep  the  fyftem  fully  fa- 
turated,  without  forcing  it  off  by  any 
of  the  outlets.  This  may  generally  be 
done  by  gradually  increafing  the  dofe, 
till  the  mouth  is  fore,  and  then  keeping 
it  fo  by  fmaller  dofes. 

There  is  no  difeafe  where  the  patient 
is  fo  much  inclined  to  impofe  on  the 
phyfician  as  in  this.  He  will  feldom  tell 
the  truth,  and,  perhaps,  never  the  whole 
truth  5 but  what  is  ftill  worfe,  he  feldom 
implicitly  follows  the  dodtor’s  directions, 
with  regard  either  to  regimen  or  medi- 
cines. It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted  that 
many  patients  cannot  obferve  a proper 
regimen  ; but  it  is  always  in  their  power 
to  be  honeft,  and  not  impofe  on  the 

dodtor 
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doctor  by  throwing  one  half  of  their 
medicines  away,  while  he  thinks  they 
have  taken  the  whole.  This,  inftead 
of  cheating  the  dodlor,  is  cheating 
themfelves ; and,  if  they  are  difap- 
pointed  of  a cure,  they  certainly  deferve 
it.  The  danger  of  doing  too  much  is 
not  lefs  than  of  doing  too  little.  A pa- 
tient, who  wifhes  for  a fpeedy  cure, 
will  often  take  a double  or  treble  dofe 
of  the  medicine  prefcribed  to  him. — 
Such  a man  may  efcape  ; but,  by  this 
conduft,  he  never  fails  to  endanger  his 
life. 

Some  patients  think  it  is  the  bufinefs 
of  the  doctor  to  find  out  their  diforders, 
without  being  told  any  thing  about 
them.  They  treat  phyficians  as  conju- 

1 

rors,  and  think  they  need  no  informa- 
tion. A patient,  who  wilhes  fora  cure, 
cannot  be  too  open  and  explicit  with  his 
dodtor.  He  Ihould  not'  only  impart 
every  circumftance  he  knows  concerning 
his  difeafe,  but  follow  the  dodtor’s  di- 
redlions,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  his  power. 

c Few 
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Few  things  are  more  difficult  than  to 
afcertain  the  time  when  the  patient  is 
completely  cured.  It  is  more  a matter 
of  obfervation  than  of  calculation. — 
The  quantity  of  mercury  taken,  the 
time  the  patient  has  ufed  it,  and  the 
preparation  he  took,  muff  all  be  confi- 
dered ; but  they  will  not  afcertain  the 
point.  Even  the  difappearing  of  the 
fymptoms  is  fallacious,  as  they  will 
fometimes  return  ; efpecially  where  the 
patient’s  habit  leans  to  the  fcrofulous 
or  fcorbutic.  The  fafefl  method  is  al- 
ways to  continue  the  medicine  for  fome 
time  after  the  fymptoms  have  difap- 
peared,  unlefs  in  cafes  where  the  mer- 
curial adliqn  has  ceafed,  or  the  patient’s 
ftrength  is  exhaufted,  when  he  muff  be 
put  on  a courfe  of  tonic  medicines,  with 
nourifhing  diet,  and  allowed  the  benefit 
of  country  air,  and  fea-bathing  if  ne- 
ceflary. 

Many  abfurd  opinions  hill  prevail 
concerning  this  difeafe,  which  lead  to 
very  improper  conduct.  Such  opinions 

generally 
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cy  -orally  die  away  as  the  public  mind 
becomes  more  enlightened  5 but  as  that 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
medicine,  we  fhall  mention  a few  of 
them,  only  to  fhew  how  little  founda- 
tion they  have  either  in  reafon  or  com- 
mon fenfe. 

One  of  the  mod:  abfurd  notions  that 
ever  entered  the  mind  of  man  is,  that  a 
difeafe  may  be  cured  by  communicating 
it  to  another.  Yet  in  mod  countries 
this  has  been  believed,  and  is  at  prefenfc 
in  this,  with  regard  to  the  venereal  dis- 
order, We  might  as  well  fuppofe  that 
a mad  dog,  by  biting  one  that  had  not 
the  difeafe,  would  receive  a cure ; or, 
that  the  wretch  expiring  under  the 
plague,  would  recover  by  communicat- 
ing the  difeafe  to  thofe  around  him. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  fay  whether 
an  attempt  to  obtain  a cure  by  commu- 
nicating the  difeafe  to  another,  is  more 
wicked  or  abfurd.  Certain  it  is,  how- 
ever, that  under  this  impreffion,  inno- 
cence is  betrayed,  and  loathfome  difeafes 

c 2 are 
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are  diffeminated,  without  the  poftibility 
of  any  advantage  being  derived  from  it. 
On  this  falfe  idea  infants  are  abufed, 
and  the  moft  flagitious  crimes  perpetra- 
ted to  remove  what  will  yield  only  to 
the  proper  antidote ; and,  what  ftill 
tends  to  aggravate  the  crime,  this  anti- 
dote is  known  to  all,  and  is  fo  eafily 
pu^chafed,  that  all  may  obtain  it. 

Nor  is  the  idea  of  retaliation  lefs 
wicked.  Becaufe  a worthlefs  woman  has 
communicated  the  difeafe  to  a diflipated 
man,  is  he  entitled  to  transfer  it  to  as 
many  as  he  can  ? The  perfon  who  a6ts 
on  this  principle  may  as  well  alledge 
that,  becaufe  he  has  been  robbed  on  the 
highway,  he  has  a right  to  make  repri- 
fals,  by  taking  every  man’s  money  he 
meets.  The  law  would  tell  him  other- 
wile  3 and  it  is  pity  there  fhould  not  be 
a law  to  punifh  the  unprincipled  liber- 
tine, who  makes  it  his  boaft  that,  by 
way  of  retaliation,  he  has  communicated 
the  difeafe  to  as  many  women  as  he  pof- 
fibly  could. 


This 
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This  conduct  is  not  only  bafe,  but 
criminal.  The  man  who  knowingly 
communicates  a difeafe  to  another,  which 
may  prove  fatal,  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
be  confidered  in  any  other  light  than 
that  of  a murderer.  Nor  is  the  crime 
much  lefs  where  the  conftitution  is 
ruined.  A perfon  had  better  be  killed 
at  once,  than  left  to  drag  out  a life  of 

t 

pain  and  mifery  under  the  influence  of 
a loath fome  difeafe. 

The  man  who  flops  another  on  the 
highway,  takes  a trifle  from  him,  and 
puts  him  in  fear  of  his  life,  is  hanged  ; 
while  the  marauder  on  the  public  health 
efcapes  with  impunity,  is  looked  upon 
as  a man  of  gallantry,  and  makes  fport 
of  that  which  proves  fatal  to  another. 
But  fporting  with  difeafe  is  fporting 
with  human  life,  a thing  of  the  moft 
ferious  nature,  though  too  little  regar- 
ded either  by  thofe  who  communicate 
this  malady  to  others,  or  by  many  of 
thofe  who  pretend  to  cure  it. 

As  regular  tradts  on  this  fubjedt 

c 3 abound. 
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abound,  I have  contented  myfelf  with 
throwing  together  fome  loofe  obferva- 
tions,  chiefly  by  way  of  caution,  with- 
out much  attention  to  compofition  or 
arrangement.  Indeed  the  whole  was 
the  amufement  of  fome  leifure  hours  of 
an  evening,  when  I thought  my  time 
might  be  worfe  employed,  than  in  fur- 
iiifhing  fuch  hints  to  my  readers  as  I 
have  often  had  caufe  to  wifli  my  pati- 
ents had  been  acquainted  with.  Though 
a flight  degree  of  knowledge  will  not 
make  a man  a phyfician,  it  may  teach 
him  to  know  when  he  has  occafion  for 
one  5 and  what  is  of  no  lefs  importance,  it 
will  inform  him  when  he  has  fallen  into 
bad  hands  : nor  will  any  one  queftion 
its  utility,  where  no  regular  affiftance 
of  any  kind  can  be  obtained. 

Every  attempt  at  theory  has  been 
carefully  avoided,  as  it  is  apt  to  miflead 
the  weak  mind,  and  draw  off  the  atten- 
tion from  fa6\s,  the  knowledge  of  which 
is  our  fureft  guide  in  the  cure  of  difeafes. 
The  fpeculative  phyfician  may  amufe 

himfelf 
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himfelf  with  plaufable  theories,  and 
rven  believe  that  he  can  cure  all  difeafes 
! his  favourite  fyftem  *,  but,  when  he 
comes  to  real  practice,  he  will  find  that 
irt  can  only  be  learned  at  the  pati^ 
ent's  bed-fide.  The  knowledge  of  dif- 
is  acquired,  like  that  of  men,  by 
ation.  Reading,  no  doubt,  has 
i s uis,  but  it  will  never  make  a phyfi- 
cian,  any  more  than  it  will  an  expert 
mechanic,  or  a complete  feaman.  I 
would  rather  truft  myfelf  in  the  hands 
of  an  experienced  nurfe,  than  of  a the- 
oretical phyfician.  I have  known  more 
inftances  than  one  of  a phyfician  falling 
a facrifice  to  his  own  theory. 

Although  my  motive  in  publifhing 
the  following  tradl  is  to  lefien  the  fum 
of  human  evils ; yet  I lay  my  account 
with  all  the  obloquy  and  abufe  that  the 
faculty,  and  their  emifiaries,  can  beftow 
on  me.  I have  experienced  a plentiful 
lhare  of  it  already,  and  this  attempt  is 
not  likely  to  lefien  their  malice,  or  con- 
ciliate their  efteem.  All  who  cannot, 

c 4 
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or  dare  not,  think  for  themfelves,  are 
fure  to  be  the  avowed  enemies  of  the 
author  who  entertains  more  liberal  ideas 
than  thofe  of  his  cotemporaries : while 
the  fordid  part,  who  think  their  trade  in 
danger,  allow  him  no  quarter.  Little 
do  thefe  malevolent  fpirits  know,  that 
their  condudt  is  the  diredl  way  to  edab- 
Tifh  what  they  wifh  to  lupprefs.  Ufeful 
works  will  force  their  way  in  fpite  of  all 
oppofition,  and  are  often  aided  by  it. 

The  man  who  attempts  any  thing  out 
of  the  common  road,  has  not  only  the 
ignorant  and  intereded  to  contend  with, 
but  alfo  the  prejudices  of  pad  ages  to 
overcome.  Men  are  tenacious  of  eda- 
blifned  opinions,  and  quit  with  reluc- 
tance the  paths  in  which  they  have  been 
accudomed  to  tread.  The  mod  abfurd 
cudoms  gain  a fanction  from  time ; and 
it  is  deemed  a kind  of  facrilege  to  attempt 
to  overturn  them.  In  this  predicament 
dands  medicine  at  prefent ; and  the  au- 
thor, who  endeavours  to  free  it  from 
trammels,  and  Extend  its  utility,  is  fure 
to  create  an  hod  of  foes.  In 
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In  other  branches  of  fcience  men  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  entitled  to  have  an 
opinion.  But  whoever  has  dared  to 
think  for  himfelf,  in  matters  relating  to 
health,  and  was  not  of  the  faculty,  has 
been  looked  upon  as  an  intruder,  and 
held  up  to  ridicule.  Even  in  divinity 
fome  excellent  books  have  been  written 
by  laymen  ; but  phyfic  is  Hill  engrofled 
by  the  faculty,  and  has  fucceeded  ac- 
cordingly. While  the  fcience  is  confined 
to  a fet  of  men  who  live  by  it  as  a trade, 
it  never  will  be  on  a liberal  footing.— 
The  little  arts  ufed  to  difguife  and  con- 
ceal it,  only  render  it  fufpicious,  and, 
in  head  of  gaining  refpeft  to  its  profef- 
fors,  ferve  to  hold  them  up  to  contempt. 
While  phyficians  affedf  myftery,  they 
are  fair  game  for  men  of  wit,  and  their 
art  will  continue  to  be  the  Handing  butt 
of  ridicule  and  burlefque. 

To  bring  medicine  out  of  the  fchools, 
to  lay  open  its  hidden  treafures,  and  to 
teach  men  how  to  make  a proper  ufe  of 
them,  have  been  referved  for  the  prefent 

age. 
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age.  Something  indeed  has  been  done, 
but  much  ftill  remains  undone  ; and,  in 
all  probability,  many  years  will  elapfe 
before  mankind  in  general  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  extenfive  utility  of 
the  medical  art.  Legillators  have  not 
availed  themfelves  of  its  ufe,  becaufe 
they  did  not  know  it ; and  thofe  who 
fliould  have  taught  them,  have  taken 
away  the  key  of  knowledge .*  Profeffional 
men  have  been  afraid  to  deviate  from 
the  paths  of  their  predeceffors,  left  they 
fhould  draw  cenfure  upon  themfelves, 
and  incur  the  hatred  and  refentment  of 
their  cotemporaries. 

Thofe  who  have  attempted  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  medicine  to  mankind, 
have  been  few  in  number,  and  ill  requi- 
ted for  their  labour.  This,  however, 
fhall  not  difcourage  me  from  endeavour- 
ing to  render  medicine  more  extenfively 

ufeful. 

/ 

* A code  of  laws  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  pro- 
perly digefted,  and  duly  executed,  would  be  of  more 
wfe  to  mankind  than  all  the  efforts  of  the  faculty. 
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uiiful.  While  I entertain  a full  perfu- 
aflon,  that  men  may  derive  many  and 
iolic!  benefits  from  a more  general  ac- 
quaintance with  medicine,  I fhall  never 
ceale  to  give  them  all  the  information  in 
my  power,  both  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
vention and  cure  of  difeafes.  I know 
the  confequence  will  be  frefh  torrents  of 
abufe  from  the  faculty,  but  I am  pre- 
pared for  the  word:  they  can  do.  While 
the  reft  of  mankind  are  on  my  fide,  I 
can  laugh  at  the  malice,  and  defpife  the 
refentment  of  the  faculty. 

After  the  death  of  my  worthy  friend 
and  collegiate,  the  late  Dr.  John  Gre- 
gory, of  Edinburgh,  I confidered  my- 
felf,  Dr.  TifTot  excepted,  as  the  foie  la- 
bourer in  this  vineyard.  Dr.  Gregory 
often  told  me  that  he  and  I entertained 
the  fame  fentiments  with  regard  to  the 
emancipation  of  medicine,  and  that  we 
ought  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  one 
another.  But,  alas ! he  fell,  to  the  lofs 
of  medicine  and  of  mankind,  and  I was 
left  to  combat  the  whole  phalanx  of 

phyfic. 
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phyfic.  This  was  my  opinion  till  a 
late  publication  undeceived  me,  and 
proved  that  liberality  of  fentiment,  even 
in  phyfic,  is  not  confined  to  any  parti- 
cular fpot  of  the  globe. 

That  my  old  fchool- fellow,  Dr.  Rufh, 
of  Philadelphia,  has  the  fame  liberal  fen- 
timents  concerning  medicine  as  I enter- 
tain, is  evident  from  his  late  publication 
on  the  epidemical  fever  which  committed 
fuch  ravages  in  that  city.  In  this  trea- 
tife,  the  do£tor  not  only  fhews  his  libe- 
rality of  thinking  in  medical  matters, 
but  alfo  his  benevolent  wifhes  for  the 
whole  human  race.  In  proof  of  this  I 
fhall  take  the  liberty  of  making  a few 
extra 61s  from  a work  entitled,  cc  An 
Account  of  the  bilious  remitting  Yellow 
Fever,  as  it  appeared  in  the  City  of  Phi- 
1 adel phia , imtheWear  1793,  by  Ben- 
jamin Rush,  M.  D.” — 

t£  The  hiftory  of  the  yellow  fever  in 
the  Weft-Indies  proves  the  advantage  of 
trading  patients  to  their  own  judgment. 
Dr.  Lind  has  remarked  that  a greater 

number 
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number  of  Tailors,  who  had  no  phyfici- 
ans,  recovered  from  the  fever,  than  of 
thofe  who  had  the  beft  medical  affiftance. 
The  frefli  air  of  the  deck  of  a fhip,  a 
purge  of  fait  water,  and  the  free  ufe  of 
cold  water,  probably  triumphed  over  the 
julaps  of  the  phyficians. 

<c  By  committing  the  care  of  this  and 
other  peflilential  difeafes  to  the  people, 
all  thefe  circumftances,  which  prevented 
the  univerfal  fuccefs  of  purging  and 
bleeding  in  our  late  epidemic,  will  have 
no  operation.  The  fever  will  be  mild 
in  moll  cafes ; for  all  will  prepare  them- 
felves  to  receive  it  by  a vegetable  diet, 
and  by  moderate  evacuations.  The  re- 
medies will  be  ufed  the  moment  the  dif- 

1 

cafe  is  felt,  or  even  feen,  and  the  con- 
tagion generated  by  it,  will  be  feeble, 
and  propagated  only  to  a fmall  diftance 
from  fuch  patients.  There  will  then  be 
no  difputes  among  the  phyficians,  about 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  to'diftradl  the 
public  mind,  as  they  will  feldom  be 
confulted  in  it. 


“ They 


4 6 Preliminary  Obfermations. 

“ They  have  narrow  conceptions,  not 
only  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  blit  of  the 
gradual  progrefs  of  knowledge,  who 
fuppofe  that  all  pestilential  difeafes  fhall 
not,  like  the  fmall  pox,  fooner  or  later, 
ceafe  to  be  the  fcourge  and  terror  of 
mankind. 

“ For  a long  while  air,  water,  and 
even  the  light  of  the  fun,  were  dealt  out 
by  phyficians  to  their  patients  with  a 
Sparing  hand.  They  pofTeffed  for  feve- 
ral  centuries  the  fame  monopoly  over 
many  artificial  remedies.  But  a new 
order  of  things  is  rifing  in  medicine,  as 
well  as  in  other,  Sciences.  Air,  water, 
and  light,  are  taken  without  the  advice 
of  a phyfician,  and  bark  and  laudanum 
are  now  preferibed  every-where  by  nur~ 
fes  and  mi  ft  relies  of  families  with  fafetv 
and  advantage.  Human  reafon  cannot 
be  ftationary  on  thefe  fubjects.  The 
time  muft,  and  will  come,  when,  in 
addition  to  the  above  remedies,  the  ge- 
neral ufe  of  calomel,  jalap,  and  the  lan- 
cet, fhall  be  confidered  among  the  moft 

effential 
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cffential  articles  of  ufeful  and  necef- 
fary  knowledge. 

« It  is  no  more  neceffary  that  a pati- 
ent fliould  be  ignorant  of  the  medicine 
he  takes  to  be  cured  by  it,  than  that  the 
bufinefs  of  government  fhould  be  con- 
ducted with  fecrecy  in  order  to  infure 
obedience  to  juft  laws.  Much  lefs  is  it 
neceffary  that  the  means  of  life  fhould 
be  preferibed  in  a dead  language,  or  dic- 
tated with  the  folemn  pomp  of  a necro- 
mancer. The  effects  of  impofture  in 
every  thing  are,  like  the  artificial 
health,  produced  by  the  ufe  of  ardent 
fpirits.  Its  vigour  is  temporary,  and 
is  always  followed  by  mifery  and  death. 

<c  There  are  many  things  which  are 
now  familiar  to  women  and  children, 
which  were  known  a century  ago  only 
to  a few  men  who  lived  in  clofets,  and 
were  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  phi- 
lofophers. 

“ We  teach  a hundred  things  in  our 
fchools  lefs  ufeful,  and  many  things 
more  difficult,  than  the  knowledge  that 

would 
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would  be  neceffary  to  cure  a yellow 
fever  or  the  plague. 

<c  I would  as  foon  believe  that  Ratifia 
was  intended,  by  the  Author  of  nature, 
to  be  the  only  drink  of  man,  inftead  of 
water,  as  believe  that  the  knowledge  of 
what  relates  to  the  health  and  lives  of  a 
whole  city,  or  nation,  fhould  be  confi- 
ned to  one,  and  that  a fmall  or  privi- 
ledged  order  of  men.  But  what  have 
phyficians,  what  have  univerfities  or 
medical  focieties  done,  after  the  labours 
and  ftudies  of  many  centuries,  towards 
leifening  the  mortality  of  peftilential 
fevers  ? They  have  either  copied  or 
contradidted  each  other  in  all  their  pub- 
lications. Plagues  and  malignant  fe- 
vers are  ftill  leagued  with  war  and 
famine  in  their  ravages  upon  human  life. 

“ Botallus  in  France,  and  Sydenham 
in  England,  it  is  true,  long  ago  ufed  the 
proper  remedies  for  thofe  diforders  with 
univerfal  fuccefs ; but  they  were  unable 
to  introduce  them  into  general  pradtice. 
The  reafon  is  obvious.  They  recom- 
v mended 
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mended  them  in  their  writings  only  to 
phyficians.  At  the  expence  of  an  im- 
•menfe  load  of  obloquy,  I have  addreffed 
my  publications  to  the  people.  The 
appeal,  though  hazardous  in  the  prefent 
Rate  of  general  knowledge  in  medicine, 
has  fucceeded.  The  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia are  delivered  from  their  fears  of 
copious  evacuations,  of  cold  air,  and 
cold  water,  and  above  all  of  a fore  mouth 
from  mercury,  in  the  cure  of  the  yellow 
fever  j and  the  pride  and  formalities  of 
medicine,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  this 
difeafe,  are  now  as  completely  difcarded 
in  our  city,  as  the  deceptions  of  witch- 
craft were  above  a century  ago.” 

What  Dr.  Rulh  thinks  a bold  meafure 
at  this  time,  I undertook  above  thirty 
years  ago,  and  have  ever  fince  been  the 
butt  of  medical  malice.  The  period  is 
not  yet  arrived  when  medical  publicati- 
ons may  be  addreffed  to  the  people  with 
impunity.  The  fame  fpirit  of  perfec- 
tion has  been  excited  againft  Dr.  Rufh 
beyond  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which  I 

d have 
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have  experienced  on  this  fide  of  it.  In 
all  probability  fome  ages  will  elapfe  be- 
fore phyficians  can  be  convinced  that 
their  art  will  never  be  truly  honourable, 
nor  extenfively  ufeful,  till  its  do£trines 
. are  laid  open,  and  candidly  fubmitted 
to  the  examination  of  all  men.  While 
difguife  of  any  kind  is  pradtifed,  quack- 
ery will  prevail,  and  medicine  will  be 
little  better  than  a piece  of  mummery. 

There  is  not  a greater  miftake  than 
to  fuppofe  that  diffufing  medical  know- 
ledge encourages  quackery.  Quack- 
ery is  founded  on  ignorance.  The 
man  who  writes  a medical  prefcrip- 
tion,  couched  in  myftical  characters 
and  in  an  unknown  tongue,  counte- 
'nances  quackery,  the  very  exigence  of 
which  depends  on  difguife.  If  the  fa- 
culty wifh  to  fupprefs  thefe  pelts  of  fo- 
ciety,  the  advertifing  quacks,  they  mull: 
lay  afide  all  manner  of  difguife,  and  a<5t 
like  honeft  men.  While  quacks,  and 
ignorant  retainers  to  phyfic,  engrofs  the 
larged:  fhare  of  the  practice,  medicine 

will  - 


Preliminary  Obfervatiojis . 51 

will  not  be  a bleffing  to  mankind  : but 
this  will  always  be  the  cafe  till  men  be- 
come fo  enlightened  in  medicine,  as  to 
be  able  to  diftinguifh  between  the  real 
phyfician,  and  the  mere  pretender. 

As  my  former  publication  has  been 
garbled,  and  ferved  up  in  a variety  of 
forms,  I make  no  doubt  but  this  will 
Hi  a re  the  fame  fate.  It  is  my  duty 
therefore  to  inform  the  public,  that  no 
medical  book,  bearing  my  name,  except 
this,  and  the  Domeftic  Medicine, 
printed  by  Mr.  Strahan,  of  London,  is 
genuine.  This  caution  is  the  more  ne- 
ceffary,  as  the  fize,  type,  paper,  title, 
and  matter  of  my  book  have  been  fo 
clofely  imitated,  that  whole  fpurious 
editions  have  been  fold. 

Men  have  been  emboldened  to  com- 
mit thefe  frauds,  from  a perfuafion  that 
I was  dead.  A report  to  this  purpofe 
was  circulated,  by  the  faculty,  foon 
after  the  publication  of  my  book  5 no 
doubt  with  a view  to  hurt  my  pradtice. 
It  had  a tendency,  however,  to  promote 
. d 2 the 
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the  fale  of  the  book*,  and  has  been  to 
me  a perpetual  fource  of  amufement. — 
I have  feldom  gone  into  mixed  company 
without  hearing  many  things  which 
never  could  have  reached  the  ears  of  ail 
author  fuppofed  to  be  alive.  This  will 
enable  me  to  tell  the  faculty  many  things 
they  little  think  I know  ; and,  by-and- 
by,  I fhall  tender  them  fome  wholefome 
ADVICE,  without  a fee.  At  prefent 
I fhall  content  myfelf  with  giving  them 
one  hint,  which  is,  to  adhere  a little 
more  clofely  to  truth.  The  mifrepre- 
fentations  which  have  been  circulated 
concerning  the  Domeflic  Medicine  and 
its  author,  would  fill  a folio  volume ; 
and,  what  to  fome  will  appear  furpri- 
fing,  it  con  fills  with  his  knowledge, 
that,  by  thefe  mifreprefentations,  even 
Royal  Ears  have  been  abufed. 

I am  forry  to  obferve,  that  of  all 
thofe  who  have  attempted  to  imitate  my 

' i 

* The  works  of  dead  authors  are  generally  more 
efteemed  than  thofe  of  the  living. 

book, 
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book,  no  one  has  been  fo  fortunate  as 
to  improve  upon  it.  This,  however, 
I confider  as  very  pradticable.  It  was 
ajuvenile  performance,  and  is,  in  many 
things,  defective.  Thefe  defedts  I have, 
from  time  to  time,  endeavoured  to  fup- 
ply,  as  the  frequent  editions  afforded 
me  opportunities.  But,  as  the  book  is 
now  become  too  bulky  to  admit  of  any 
farther  additions,  they  muft  appear  in 
a feparate  volume.* 

As  medical  treafures  of  immenfe 
value  ftill  lie  concealed  from  the  public 
eye,  it  is  my  fupreme  with  to  bring 
them  to  light,  for  the  benefit  of  my 
fellow-men.  Should  I live  to  accom- 
plifh  this  important  purpofe,  I hope  it 


* I intend,  as  foon  as  leifure  will  permit,  to  publish 
a fecond  volume  of  the  Domeftic  Medicine,  by  way  of 
Supplement.  This,  beficlc  many  new  articles,  will  con- 
tain the  practical  obfervations  of  above  thirty  years, 

which  have  elapfed  fince  the  firft  part  was  written. 

When  that  is  completed,  I hope  it  will  render  the 
work  not  altogether  unworthy  of  the  favourable  recep- 
tion with  which  it  has  been  honoured  by  the  public. 

, d 3 will 
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will  be  thought  that  I have  not  lived  al- 
together in  vain.  If  mankind  is  bene- 

\ 

fited,  my  end  will  be  anfwered.  The 
faculty  may  then  vent  their  fpleen  in 
what  manner  they  pleafe.  Their  cen- 
fure  will  always  conftitute  my  higheft 
praife. 


■*  • 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  venereal  difeafe  has  for  many 
years  proved  the  fcourge  of  Europe. 
When  and  how  it  was  introduced  into 
this  part  of  the  globe,  are  queftions  of  ' 
very  little  importance.  To  check  its 
progrefs,  however,  and  prevent  the  ra- 
vages it  makes  on  the  human  fpecies, 
are  objects  of  the  firft  confideration. — 
Thefe  ravages  are  more  extenfive  than 
is  generally  imagined.  Though  few  die 
under  the  difeafe,  yet  its  effects  prove 
fatal  to  many.  Numberlefs  conftituti- 
ons  are  inevitably  ruined,  even  before 
the  patient  is  aware  of  his  danger,  or 
the  proper  fteps  have  been  taken  t p 
prevent  it. 

Nor  do  thefe  fufferings  affedt  the 
guilty  alone  5 the  innocent  are  often 
involved  in  them  : even  the  infant  un- 

d 4 born 


Introduction, 


56 

born  is  punifhed  for  the  vices  of  its 
parents.  Society  itfelf  is  a fufferer. — 
Inftead  of  a robuft  and  healthy  race, 
men  become  weak  and  puny  ; are  worn 
out  with  the  fcrophula  and  other  difea- 
fes,  till  at  length,  become  unfit  for  fuf- 
taining  the  common  functions  of  life, 
they  dwindle  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

It  has  long  been  my  opinion  that 
much  of  the  mifchief  occafioned  by  the 
venereal  difeafe  might  be  prevented  3 
and  that  whoever  effects  this  purpofe 
will  be  one  of  the  greatefl  benefactors 
to  fociety.  This  important  purpofe  can 
only  be  effected  by  teaching  men  how 
to  avoid  the  malady  3 and,  when  they 
have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  catch  the 
infeCtion,  to  point  out  the  means  by 
which  its  bad  confequences  may  gener- 
ally be  obviated.  And  here  I will  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  if  men  were  taught  to 
do  what  is  in  their  own  power,  and  had 
refolution  to  put  it  in  praCtice,  there 
would  feldom  be  occafion  for  the  phy- 
fician,  and  little  reafon  to  dread  the  con- 
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fequences  of  the  venereal  infection. 

While  men  are  kept  in  the  dark,  and 
told  that  they  are  not  to  ufe  their  own 
underftanding,  in  matters  that  concern 
their  health,  they  will  be  the  dupes  of 
defigning  knaves  ; and  a difeafe,  tracta- 
ble in  its  nature,  and  almoft  the  only 
one  for  which  we  poffefs  a fpecific  re- 
medy, will  be  fuffered  to  commit  its  ra- 
vages on  the  human  race,  and  to  em- 
bitter the  moft  delicious  draught  that 
Heaven  has  bellowed  for  the  folace  of 
human  life. 

In  the  firft  edition  of  my  Domeftic 
Medicine  the  venereal  difeafe  was  not 
inferred.  The  reafons  which,  at  that 
time,  induced  me  to  leave  it  out  were 
of  a delicate  nature.  Though  time  and 
experience  have  long  convinced  me  that 
they  were  groundlefs  ; yet  there  are  not 
a few  who  have  exprelfed  a wifh  to  fee 
this  difeafe  tieated  of  at  more  length, 
and  in  a feparate  volume.  With  this 
wifh  I chofe,  on  many  accounts,  to 
comply.  Several  circumftances  attend- 
ing 
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ing  this  diforder,  which  do  not  apply 
to  any  other,  render  it  highly  neceffary 
that  every  one  fliould  be  acquainted  both 
with  its  fymptoms  and  method  of  cure. 

The  venereal  difeafe  arifes  from  the 
gratification  of  the  dronged  paflion 
which  Nature  has  implanted  in  the 
human  bread: ; a palhon  which  has  of- 
ten acquired  its  full  drength  before 
Reafon  has  affumed  her  throne,  and 
which  not  u nfrequently  fets  Reafon, 
even  in  the  full  plenitude'  of  her  power, 
at  defiance.  Nature  never  intended  that 
the  propagation  of  the  fpecies  fhould  be 
left  to  the  cool  didtates  of  Reafon. 

Though  the  power  of  this  paflion  is 
acknowledged  by  all,  yet,  in  mod  coun- 
tries, a degree  of  turpitude,  unlefs  un- 
der certain  circumdances,  is  annexed  to 
its  gratification.  This  lays  the  foun- 
dation of  concealment,  which  too  often, 

' 

both  in  a moral  and  medical  view,  pro- 
duces tragical  confequences.  Shame, 
fear,  or  falfe  modedy,  have  induced 
many  a young  man  to  conceal  his  fitu- 
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ation,  till  the  difeafe  has  become  incu- 
rable, which,  if  taken  in  the  firft  Jftage, 
would  not  have  occafioned  the  fmalleit 

f 'v 

degree  of  danger,  or  done  the  lead  in- 
jury to  his  conftitution. 

What  pity  that  a young  man,  the 
hopes  of  his  country,  and  the  darling 
of  his  parents,  fhould  be  fnatched  from 
all  the  profpe£ts  and  enjoyments  of  life, 
by  the  folly  of  one  unguarded  moment, 
and  by  a difeafe  which  is  not,  in  its  own 
nature,  fatal ; and  which  never  proves 
fo,  unlefs  from  negleft  or  improper 
treatment?  Yet  thefe  diftrefling* fcenes 
occur  every  day,  while  the  afflidted  pa- 
rents often  remain  in  ignorance  with 
regard  to  the  real  caufe  of  their  misforr- 
tune. 

When  the  unhappy  fufferer  by  this 
difeafe  perceives  his  fituation,  the  fame 
inclination  to  conceal  it  too  often  in- 
duces him  to  apply  to  thofe  pefts  of  ' 
fociety,  the  advertifing  quacks,  who, 
while  they  promife  a fudden  and  fecret 
cure,  generally  difappoint  him.  Every 
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man  converfant  in  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe  will  readily  own,  that  the  moft 
deplorable  cafes  he  meets  with,  are  thofe 
which  have  been  under  the  care  of 
quacks ; till  the  patient,  convinced  of 
their  ignorance,  had  fecourfe  to  proper 
advice* 

The  quack  not  only  holds  out  the 
lures  of  expedition  and  concealment, 
but  of  cheapnefs.  To  fome  patients 
this  is  a matter  of  importance  : in  this 
expectation,  however,  they  are  fure  to 
be  difappointed.  When- the  quack  finds 
that  the  patient’s  pocket  will  hold  out 
no  longer,  he  generally  difmiffes  him, 
telling  him  he  is  cured,  or  leaving  him 
to  find  a remedy  where  he  can.  No 
doubt  the  moft  ignorant  pretender  may 
fometimes  fucceed;  but  as  untoward 
eircum fiances  will  frequently  occur,  it 
is  fafer  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  who 
knows  how  to  treat  them,  than  of  him 
who  practifes  at  random,  and  treats 
every  cafe  alike. 

We  daily  fee  a pill,  a powder,  or  a 

drop 


t 


Introduction,  6 1 

drop  advertifed  to  cure  the  venereal 
difeafe.  It  would  be  equally  proper  to 
advertife  a pill  or  drop  to  cure  all 
difeafes.  The  different  fymptoms  of 
the  venereal  diforder  require  as  different 
a method  of  treatment  as  any  two 
difeafes  whatever.  Indeed,  properly 
fpeaking,  it  is  two  difeafes;  or,  at  lead, 
appears  under  two  fuch  different  forms, 
as  to  require  a total  different  mode  of 
treatment.  Whoever  advertifes  any  one 
noftrum  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
evidently  knows  nothing  about  it:  the 
different  forms  under  which  it  appears, 
not  only  require  different  medicines, 
but  even  the  fymptoms,  at  different 
periods  of  the  fame  fpecies,  differ  widely 
from  one  another,  and  are  not  to  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  whole  art  of  medicine  confids  in 
diferimination ; any  man  may  know 
drugs,  but  few  know  how  to  apply 
them.  When  a man  tells  us  that  mer- 
cury will  cure  the  venereal  difeafe,  he 
informs  us  of  nothing,  unlefs  he  points 
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out  the  fymptoms  in  which  mercury  is 
proper,  and  alfo  the  manner  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  adminiftered.  Mercury 
adminiftered  at  random,  which  I fear  is 
too  often  the  cafe,  muft  do  more  mif- 
chief  than  good. 

One  great  misfortune  attending  thofe 
who  are  afftidted  with  this  malady  is 
the  neceftity  of  difguife.  In  many 
fituations  of  life  a man  may  be  ruined 
by  its  being  known  that  he  laboured 
under  the  venereal  difeafe.  The  peace 
of  many  families  has  been  broken  by 
the  miftake  of  an  unguarded  moment, 
when  all  the  injury  might  have  been 
repaired,  and  the  matter  kept  an  abfo- 
lute  fecret,  had  the  unfortunate  perfon 
known  how  eafy  a thing  it  is  to  remove 
this  malady  on  its  firft  appearance. 
Were  any  apology  neceflary  for  extend- 
ing the  knowledge  of  this  difeafe,  the 
above  would  be  more  than  fufficient. 

In  all  difeafes  it  is  of  importance,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  to  know  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  complaint:  but  in  none 
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more  fo  than  in  the  venereal.  This 
dreadful  malady,  which,  in  its  advanced 
ftages,  commits  fuch  ravages  on  the 
human  fyftem,  as  to  deftroy  even  its 
mod  folid  parts,  may  be  difarrned  of 
all  its  virulence  by  fome  gentle  appli- 
cations on  its  firfl  appearance.  To 
negligence,  or  to  trifling  with  the  firft 
fymptoms,  we  owe  all  themifehief  arif- 
ing  from  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Other  difeafes  often  attack  men  una- 
wares ; but  this  is  feldom  the  cafe  with 
the  venereal  difeafe.  It  is  generally  the 
effe£t  of  an  overt  acl,  of  which  the  pa- 
tient mud  have  been  confeious,  and  has 
confequently  reafon  to  expert  it.  Thus 
warned,  he  is  prepared  to  meet  the 
diforder  in  its  molt  early  fhape,  and  to 
ufe  fuch  means  for  preventing  its  fur- 
ther progrefs,  as  will  be  pointed  out  in 
the  fequel. 

A truly  diftrefsful  fituation  frequently 
occurs,  which  makes  an  acquaintance 
with  the  early  fymptoms  of  this  difor- 
der neceffary.  It  may  be  communicated 
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111  a variety  of  ways,  and  is  often  caught 

by  nurfes,  and  by  married  women,  whofe 

hufbands  lead  diffolute  lives,  but  who 

* 

either  want  honefty  or  refolution  to 
warn  them  of  their  danger.  The  de- 
plorable fituation  to  which  fuch  inno- 
cent perfons  are  often  reduced,  before 
they  are  apprifed  of  their  danger,  makes 
fuch  communications  as  this  highly 
neceflary. 

Though  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
cafes,  where  this  difeafe  occurs  the  pa- 
tient may  be  his  own  phyfician,  yet, 
from  peculiarity  of  conftitution,  or  fome 
unknown  caufe,  fymptoms  of  an  unto- 
ward kind  will  fometimes  occur,  which 
may  render  it  neceflary  to  take  advice. 
Thefe  fituations  will  be  marked,  and  I 
would  advife  the  patient  always  to  ap- 
ply to  a man  of  character  and  fkill  in 
his  profeflion,  but  never  to  truft  himfelf 
in  the  hands  of  a quack.  It  will  be 
faid,  why  not  apply  to  a man  of  Ikill 
from  the  beginning?  When  this  is  in 
the  patient’s  power,  it  ought  to  be  done; 
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but  in  many  fituations  men  of  fkill  are 
not  to  be  found,  and  where  they  are, 
it  is  not  always  in  the  patient’s  power  to 
obtain  their  afliftance.  It  is  chiefly  for 
men  fo  fituated  that  the  following  pa- 
ges are  compofed.  They  are  not  in- 
tended to  fuperfede  the  phyfician,  but 
to  fhew  the  patient  what  is  in  his  own 
power  in  fituations  where  better  affift- 
ance  cannot  be  obtained. 

It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that 

the  venereal  difeafe  is  lefs  fatal  than  it 

* 

was  formerly.  This  does  not  feem  to 
arife  from  any  change  in  the  nature  of 
the  diforder.  Cafes  every  day  occur, 
where  it  difplays  all  the  virulence  it 
ever  pofTeffed,  and  the  miferable  victims 
to  its  rage  die  in  a condition  too  horrid 
to  be  named.  Thank  Heaven,  however, 
thefe  are  few ; and,  if  proper  attention 
were  paid  to  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  they  would  be  ftill  lefs  numer- 
ous. 

There  is  no  difeafe  which  exhibits 
fuch  ftriking  proofs  of  the  advantages 
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of  diffufing  medical  knowledge  as  this* 
When  men  were  totally  ignorant  with 
regard  to  the  nature  and  fymptoms  of 
of  this  difeafe,  they  confidered  it  as  a 
plague,  and  gave  themfelves  up  for  loft 
whenever  they  were  afflicted  with  it: 
their  friends  and  relations  abandoned 
them,  and  they  were  not  only  denied  all 
medical  affiftance,  but  often  left  to  perifh 
for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life.* 

It  was  held  in  fuch  difgrace,  that  whole 
families,  where  it  was  fuppofed  to  be 
hereditary,  were  defpifed,  and  all  con- 
nexions with  them  avoided.  Individuals 
were  not  allowed  to  come  into  company, 
nor  would  any  one  eat,  drink,  or  deep 
with  them.  People  were  even  afraid  to 
live  under  the  fame  roof  with  the  patient, 
left  they  fhould  catch  the  infection. 
Nor  was  this  all : a degree  of  moral  tur- 
pitude was  annexed  to  this  malady, 
which  rendered  the  unhappy  fufferer  an 
objedt  of  religious  abhorrence. 

* This  is  faid  to  be  the  practice  at  prefent  in  China. 

While 
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While  fuch  opinions  prevailed  con- 
cerning this  difeafe,  the  confequences 
may  be  eafily  inferred.  The  unhappy 
patient  would  conceal  his  fituation  with 
all  poflible  care,  and  would  fuffer  every 
thing  rather  than  become  an  obje6l  of 
difgrace  and  ridicule.  I have  heard 
many  people  fay,  that  rather  than  it 
fhould  be  known  they  had  this  malady, 
they  would  lofe  their  lives.  While  fuch 
fentiments  as  thefe  prevailed,  it  is  no 
wonder  the  difeafe  fhould  often  have 
proved  fatal. 

In  a fever  or  rheumatifm,  even  when 
occafioned  by  the  patient’s  imprudence, 
he  is  efteemed  an  objeft  of  companion, 
and  meets  with  general  commiferation ; 
while  the  unhappy  fufferer  under  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  is  feldom  pitied — nay, 
fome  are  even  fo  cruel  as  to  think  he 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  perifli  without  af- 
fiftance.  Widely  different  is  the  lan- 
guage of  humanity,  which  bids  us  do  all 
we  can  to  relieve  our  fellow-creatures  in 
diftrefs,  from  whatever  caufe  it  may  arife. 
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People  now,  who  are  able  to  pay  for 
it,  generally  apply  for  afliftance  on  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  and  fel- 
dom  allow  it  to  proceed  till  it  becomes 
incurable.  Unhappily,  however,  this 
defcription  of  people  is  not  numerous. 
For  one  that  is  able  to  obtain  proper  ad- 
vice, ten  have  no  advice  at  all,  or  what  is 
worfe  than  none,  bad  advice.  What  was 
formerly  called  the  gentleman’s  difeafe  is 

now  equally  common  among  the  lowed: 

\ 

ranks  in  cities.  It  is  here  the  poifon 
lurks,  which  I fear,  will  never  be  eradi- 
cated. Though  gentlemen  feldom  fuffer 
the  difeafe  to  remain  uncured  ; yet,  when 
the  infection  has  been  caught,  perhaps 
in  its  moft  virulent  form,  by  an  artificer, 
a common  lervant,  or  a day  labourer,  it 
is  more  than  an  equal  chance  againft  his 
ever  obtaining  a radical  cure. 

There  is  one  clafs  of  fociety  among 
whom  this  difeafe  may  be  faid  to  have 
its  ftrong  hold : I mean  that  defcription 
of  females  commonly  called  women  of  the 
town.  However  thefe  unhappy  perfons 
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were  brought  into  this  fituation,  they 
are  certainly  entitled  to  our  pity,  efpe- 
cially  when,  to  all  their  other  misfor- 
tunes, this  loathfome  and  cruel  difeafeis 
added. 

Very  few  of  this  clafs  of  patients  ever 
get  thoroughly  well.  They  generally 
apply  to  the  moff  ignorant  retainers  to 
the  medical  art,  and  even  to  thefe  they 
never  do  juftice.  They  feldom  take  the 
medicines  prefcribed  to  them,  and  when 
they  do,  they  are  unable  to  obferve  a 
proper  regimen.  Their  necellities  oblige 
them  to  go  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather, 
and  their  dilfolute  mode  of  living  is  fuch 
as  to  counteract  the  operation  even  of 
the  befl-laid  plan  for  effecting  their  cure, 
and  to  defeat  the  endeavours  of  the 
ablefl  phyfician. 

Though  unable  to  pay  for  advice,  they 
have  much  in  their  power,  both  with 
refpeCt  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the 
diforder.  By  a thorough  attention  to 
cleanlinefs,  they  may  often  avoid  the  in- 
fection: and,  by  obferving  the  directions 
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contained  in  the  following  pages,  they 
will  be  able  to  prevent  the  difeafe  from 
going  fo  far  as  to  endanger  the  confli- 
tution.  It  is  my  fixed  opinion  that 
thofe  two  fcourges  of  mankind,  the 
great  and  fmall  pox,  might  both  be  dis- 
armed of  their  malignity,  fo  far  as  to  be 
no  longer  the  dread  and  terror  of  the  hu- 
man race.  If  this  is  in  the  power  of 
medicine,  who  will  dare  to  fay  that  the 
art  is  not  of  the  greatefl  importance  to 
Society  ? 

In  a former  work  I have  endeavoured 
to  (hew  that  the  fmall  pox  may  be  ren- 
dered almofl  harmlefs  by  inoculation ; 
and  in  the  following  pages,  I Shall  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  the  venereal  difeafe 
may  be  difarmed  of  all  its  fling,  by  a due 
attention  to  its  firfl  fymptoms.  When 
I have  done  fo,  I fhall  allow  the  faculty 
to  cenfure  my  condudl  as  much  as  they 
pleafe,  and  Shall  trufl  to  thofe  who  reap 
the  benefit  of  my  writings  to  vindicate 
their  author. 

Jf  the  venereal  difeafe  has  become 
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milder  than  it  was  formerly,  this  change 
is  not  owing  to  the  lkill  of  the  faculty, 
but  to  the  general  knowledge  diffufed 
among  mankind,  concerning  this,  as 
well  as  other  difeafes.  Though  almoft 
afhamed  to  own  it,  I am  old  enough  to 
remember  a method  of  treating  this  dif- 
eafe  taught  in  the  univerfities,  which  to 
an  apothecary’s  apprentice  of  the  pre- 
fent  times,  would  appear  trifling. 

The  progrefs  made  in  the  knowledge 
and  cure  of  this  difeafe,  fince  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Domeflic  Medicine,  is  a 
fufficient  apology  for  treating  it  here  at 
more  length  5 efpecially  as  the  opportu- 
nities I have  lately  had  of  feeing  the  dif- 
order  under  every  form,  have  been  far 
more  numerous  than  during  the  early 
period  of  my  practice.  My  knowledge 

of  the  difeafe  then  was  chieflv  taken 

* 

from  books.  I fhall  now  do  little  more 
than  tranfcribe  my  own  obfervations^ 
adding,  from  other  authors,  fuch  as 
have  not  occurred  to  myfelf.  I fhall 
not  wantonly  rejedt  the  fentiments  of 
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other  writers  ; neither  fhall  1 implicitly 
adopt  them,  unlefs  where  I have  reafon 
to  think  they  are  well  founded. 

I am  forry  to  fay  that  the  conduct  of 
one  clafs  of  the  faculty,  who  claim  a 
kind  of  exclufive  right  to  the  treatment 
of  the  the  venereal  difeafe,  is  a ftrong 
inducement  for  me  to  make  mankind  in 
general  more  acquainted  with  it.  The 
delicate  fituation  in  which  fome  perfons 
who  have  received  the  infection,  are 
placed,  puts  it  in  the  power  of  thofe 
whom  they  entruft  with  their  cure,  to 
make  very  extravagant  demands,  as  they 
know  few  people  would  chufe  to  litigate 
a claim  of  this  nature.  I am  far  from 
faying  that  this  is  the  condudt  of  fur- 
geons  in  general ; but  that  fome  are 
guilty  of  it,  I well  know  ; and  I cannot 
help  confiaering  it  as  the  moft  infamous 
fpecies  of  impofition  that  can  be  praftifed 
on  any  man. 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  write  a 
complete  treatife  on  the  venereal  difeafe. 
This  has  been  fully  accomplilhed  by 
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others ; neither  would  it  fuit  the  nature 
of  my  performance,  which  only  aims  at 
exhibiting  fuch  a view  of  that  malady  as 
will  enable  any  perfon  of  common  fenfe 
to  know  when  he  has  caught  the  infec- 
tion ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fugged  the 
proper  means  for  preventing  its  progrefs, 
or  removing  it  in  the  early  ftages. 


CHAP, 


CHAP.  I. 


OF  PREVENTING  THE  VENEREAL 

DISEASE. 


To  prevent  difeafes  muft  be  of  more 
importance  than  to  cure  them.  Little 
attention,  however,  has  been  paid  to 
this  branch  of  the  medical  art,  efpecially 
with  regard  to  the  venereal  difeafe. 
Here  the  prophylaxis  has  been  generally 
left  to  quacks,  who,  by  puffing  their 
pretended  antidotes,  have  amaffed  for- 
tunes, while  credulous  men,  by  milling 
to  their  lies,  have  been  tricked  out  of 
their  money  and  their  lives.  I have 
known  a dignified  noftrum-monger  infill 
that  a gentleman  had  not  the  lues,  mere- 
ly becaufe  he  had  ufed  his  lotion  accord- 
ing to  the  printed  directions.  In  this 
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opinion  he  perfifted,  till  the  patient  had 
nearly  loft  his  life*. 

Men  leldom  give  themfelves  any  trou- 
ble about  a difeafe  till  they  have  it. 
They  think  it  is  foon  enough  to  apply 
the  remedy  when  they  feel  the  diforder. 
Hence  the  bufmefs  of  prevention  is  ne- 
glected, and  authors  complain  that  little 
can  be  done  to  effeCt  this  purpofe  3 while 
the  fact  is,  that  the  proper  means  are 
feldom  ufed. 

That  the  clap  and  pox  may  be  often 
prevented,  by  due  attention  to  cleanli- 

* Some  years  ago  I was  requefted  to  a£t  as  umpire  be- 
tween a furgeon  and  his  patient.  The  furgeon  infifted 
that  the  patient  was  poxed,  while  the  other  denied  it, 
and  refufed  to  take  the  proper  medicines.  I,  at  firft 
fight,  declared  the  difeafe  to  be  a confirmed  pox ; on 
which  the  gentleman  produced  a letter  from  a titled 
quack,  defiring  him  to  make  himfelf  eafy-  for  that  he 
could  not  poffibly  be  poxed,  if  he  had  made  ufe  of  his 
wafh  according  to  the  printed  dire&ions.  I told  him  I 
knew  nothing  of  the  wafh,  but  was  cerfain  that  no  wafh 
if  ufed  according  to  thefe  diredions,  would  ever  prevent 
the  infection  from  taking  place,  and  that  his  fituation 
exhibited  an  evident  proof  of  it. 
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nefs  does  not  admit  of  a doubt : and 
even  where  the  pocky  infection  has  been 
communicated,  its  baneful  effedts  on  the 
fyftem  may  be  obviated  by  the  timely 
and  proper  application  of  mercury. 

I do  not  mean  to  quibble  about  names, 
but  I maintain  that  a man  who  has  a 
chancre  only,  cannot,  with  propriety,  be 
faid  to  be  poxed.  If  the  difeafe  can  be 
flopped  in  this  ftate,  which,  in  moft 
cafes  it  may,  furely  the  pox  is,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes,  prevented ; or,  what 
is  nearly  equivalent  to  prevention,  the 
difeafe  is  rendered  fo  mild  as  to  be  inof- 
fenfive  to  the  fyftem.  When  a difeafe 
cannot  be  eradicated,  which  I am  con- 
vinced is  the  cafe,  both  with  regard  to 
the  great  and  fmall  pox,  our  bufmefs 
furely  is  to  render  it  as  mild  as  poftible  > 
and,  thank  Heaven  ! it  is  now  in  the 
power  of  medicine  to  difarm  thefe  her- 
culean maladies,  fo  as  to  render  their  in- 
fluence on  the  human  conftitution  very 
inconfiderable. 

The  bufmefs  of  prevention  arranges 

itfelf 


77 


the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

itfelf  under  the  three  following  heads ; 
namely,  the  moral,  political,  and  medi- 
cal means  of  obviating  this  malady. 

To  the  firft  of  thefe,  as  far  as  my  re- 
collection goes,  very  little  attention  has 
been  paid  ; the  fecond,  unlefs  in  fome 
fmall  Hates,  has  been  wholly  negleCted ; 
and  the  third,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  generally  left  in  the  hands  of 
quacks. 

A young  man  of  good  morals  is  cer- 
tainly lefs  apt  to  fall  into  thofe  fnares 
which,  too  often,  lead  to  deftruCtion, 
than  one  who  has  never  been  warned  of 
his  danger,  but  is  left  to  follow  the  bent 
of  his  own  inclinations.  No  faying  is 
more  true  than,  “ that  the  wicked  fhall 
not  live  half  his  days.” — I have  feldom 
known  a young  man,  whofe  morals  had 
been  negleCted,  who  did  not  dafh  into 
every  vice  as  foon  as  he  was  capable  of 
it,  and  whofe  life  was  not,  by  that  means, 
contracted.  If  parents  knew  how  ne- 
ceffary  a moral  education  is  for  prolong- 
ing the  lives  of  thei*  offspring,  they 
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would,  perhaps,  pay  more  attention  to 
it,  than  when  they  confider  it  as  merely 
fubfervient  to  their  happinefs  in  a future 
ftate. 

An  attention  to  health,  which  ought 
to  be  a primary  objedt  in  the  education 
of  children,  is  feldom  confidered  as  even 
a fecondary  one  > while  trifling  accom- 
plifhments,  of  little  importance  in  the 
purfuits  of  life,  generally  engrofs  the  at- 
tention both  of  mailer  and  fcholar.  I 

» 

am  happy,  however,  to  find  that  an  at- 
tempt has  lately  been  made  by  Dr.  Fault, 
a German  phyfician,  to  imprefs  the 
minds  both  of  teachers  and  their  pupils, 
with  an  idea  of  the  importance  of 
health  ; and  that  this  attempt  has  met 
with  the  warmed:  approbation  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wirzberg. 

Young  men  are  prodigal  of  life. 
They  throw  it  wantonly  away  at  the 
very  time  it  is  mod:  worth  preferving ; 
nor  do  they  know  the  value  of  health 
till  it  is  loft.  Many  painful  hours  might 
be  prevented  by  a few  cautions  duly  en- 
forced 
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forced  on  the  young  mind.  Early  im- 
preffions  are  feldom  eradicated.  They 
generally  form  the  conduct,  and  be- 
come the  rules  of  life.  Were  a young 
man  taught  to  believe  that  the  paths  of 
pleafure  lead  to  deftruStion  $ that  if  he 
purfues  them,  he  will  never  arrive  at 
mature  age,  but  fall  the  early  vidtim  of 
loathfome  difeafe  ; he  would  fhun  plea- 
fure more  than  the  gates  of  hell.  The 
genuine  confequences  of  vice  need  only 
be  painted  in  their  true  colours,  in  order 
to  make  it  an  objedt  of  horror  to  the 
youthful  mind. 

Young  men  ought  not  only  to  be 
taught  to  fhun  the  allurements  of  vice  5 
but,  if  they  fhould  be  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  contract  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  no 
means  to  conceal  it.  Candour  is  a vir- 
tue-, and,  as  the  poet  fays,  the  firfl  fault 
iseafieft  to  avow.  The  complicated 
mifchief  arifing  from  concealment  of 
this  malady  is  only  known  to  thofe  who 
have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  every 
fhape  and  form  under  which  it  appears. 
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A young  man  ought  certainly  to  (land 
in  awe  of  parents  and  guardians  ; but 
by  no  means  to  be  fo  overawed  as  to 
lofe  his  life,  rather  than  difclofe  his  fitu- 
ation.  This  however,  is  no  uncommon 
cafe. 

Though  the  bed  guardidn  of  virtue  is 
a good  moral  education,  yet  a young 
man  who  has  had  every  advantage  of 
this  kind  may  go  wrong ; he  will  feldom, 
however,  perfift  in  error  ; whereas  a 
youth,  void  of  principle,  will  not  only 
run  headlong  into  vice  and  folly,  but 
will  feldom  flop  till  he  has  ruined  both 
his  fortune  and  conflitution. 

As  example  has  more  influence  than 
precept,  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  young 
men,  were  they  occafionally  taken  to 
places  where  the  unhappy  fufferers,  un- 
der the  venereal  difeafe,  are  congregated. 
They  would  there  fee  the  wretched  con- 
dition to  which  thoughtlefs  youth  may 
be  reduced  by  the  acl  of  one  unguarded 
moment.  I have  known  the  fir  A mif- 
take  made  by  a young  man,  in  this  way, 
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coft  him  his  life  5 and  have  feen  others, 
who,  from  a Tingle  unfortunate  con- 
nedion,  were  rendered  incapable,  ever 
after,  of  enjoying  connubial  happinefs. 

Though  parents,  tutors,  and  guar- 
dians, were  to  ufe  every  -endeavour  to 
keep  youth  from  the  fnares  laid  for  them 
by  bad  women  ; yet,  owing  to  the  want 
of  police  in  mod:  great  cities,  they  would 
find  their  efforts  frequently  fruflrated. 
It  is  there  the  corruption  of  youth  is 
almoft  unavoidable  ; and  their  deftruc- 
tion,  alas  ! is  but  too  often  the  confe- 
quence. 

Much  might  be  done  towards  leffening 
the  ravages  of  this  baneful  malady  by  the 
exertions  of  the  public  magiftrate.  But 
to  effeft  this  purpofe  would  require  more 
fkill  and  attention  than  one  magiftrate  in 
a hundred  is  equal  to.  Undue  interfe- 
rence in  thefe  matters  does  mifchief,  and 
to  put  them  under  proper  regulations 
would  require  the  moft  confummate  wif- 
dom.  This,  however,  is  no  reafon  why 
lewd  women  fhould  be  buffered  to  prowl 
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about  in  the  flreets  without  the  lead 
reftraint. 

Were  men  to  be  feen  at  the  corner  of 
every  ftreet  in  a great  city,  armed  with 
fwords  and  bludgeons  to  put  every  one 
in  fear  of  his  life,  who  would  not  com- 
ply with  their  demands;  the  public  mind 
would  be  quickly  roufed,  and  proper 
meafures  taken  to  fupprefs  them  ; yet  the 
danger  is  nearly  equal  from  thofe  un- 
happy females,  who  lie  in  wait  to  en- 
fnare  the  unguarded  youth  as  he  pafies 
along.  The  young  man  muft  have  un- 
common refolution  indeed,  who  can 
always  refill  thefe  temptations ; yet  by 
yielding,  in  a fingle  in  (lance,  he  may  be 
undone.  One  ftep  leads  on  to  another, 
till  the  unwary  vidlim,  immured  in  vice, 
finds  it  impoffihle  to  retreat.  It  fignifies 
very  little,  if  a man  is  robbed  of  his 
health  or  property,  whether  it  is  done 
under  the  influence  of  one  paflion  or 
another.' 

Nor  is  youth  alone  in  danger ; even 
age  and  experience  are  not  always  fufli- 
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dent  protections  againfl  the  allurements 
of  beauty,  and  folicitation.  Numbers, 
who  would  not  go  in  queflof  an  amour, 
are  not  able  to  refill  the  temptation  when 
thrown  in  their  way  with  all  its  embel- 
lifhments,  efpecially  after  the  focial  hu- 
mour has  been  excited  by  wine  and  agree- 
able company.  It  is  then  the  proflituted 
beauty  becomes  dangerous,  and  the 
health,  happinefs,  and  peace  of  families 
are  facrificed. 

Even  the  delicacy  of  modefl  women  is 
hurt  by  the  number  of  common  profli- 
tutes  which  they  daily  fee  in  the  open 
ftreets  ; and  their  example  mull  have  an 
unfavorable  influence  on  the  younger 
part  of  the  fex. 

I fhall  be  told  there  are  laws  in  this 
country  for  punifhing  fuch  women. 
True;  but  are  any  meafures  taken  to 
prevent  the  evil  ? the  means  ufed  to  fup- 
prefs  them  are  at  once  cruel  and  ineffec- 
tual. There  is  no  want  of  good  laws  in 
this  country  for  punifhing  crimes  ; but 
there  are  few,  or  none,  for  preventing 
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them.  Preventing  crimes,  like  prevent- 
ing difeafes,  would  be  of  infinitely  more 
importance  than  punifhing  the  criminal. 

Were  it  my  province  here  to  dip  into 
affairs  of  police,  I fhould  think  it  an 
eafy  matter  to  fuggeft  a plan  by  which 
the  public  ftreets  of  great  cities  might  be 
freed  from  thofe  women,  who,  by  night 
and  by  day,  infeff  them,  without  laying 
any  unneceffary  or  improper  reffraints 
on  the  intercourfe  between  the  different 
fex,  dictated  by  nature  and  reafon.  In- 
deed all  undue  reftraints  on  that  inter- 
courfe do  mifehief.  They  lead  to  the 
com  million  of  unnatural  crimes,  and  to 
the  formation  of  connections  which 
prove  injurious  to  the  deareff  interefts 
of  fociety. 

Proper  laws  for  the  prefervation  of 
health,  do  not  exift  in  any  country  with 
which  I am  acquainted ; but  it  does  not 
from  hence  follow  that  they  are  not  of 
great  importance.  Even  thofe  laws  which 
are  made  for  the  protect  ion  of  property 
are  not,  in  my  opinion,  more  neceffary 

for 


the  Venereal  Difeafe.  85 

* 1 

for  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  than  thofe 
which  relate  to  health;  though  every 
man  thinks  he  can  take  care  of  the  latter, 
but  wifhes  the  former  to  be  fecured  by 
penal  ilatutes. 

With  the  legiflators  of  ancient  dates, 
health  feems  to  have  been  a primary 
objedt  of  conhderation ; nor  do  we  think 
it  would  derogate  from  the  honour  of 
modern  legiflators,  were  they  to  follow 
the  example.  Mofes,  who  was  certainly 
one  of  the  moft  ancient  legiflators  of 
whom  we  have  any  account,  has  evi- 
dently employed  a great  part  of  his  ex- 
cellent code  of  laws,  in  laying  down 
rules  both  for  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  difeafes. 

I know  the  wafnings,  feparations,  and 
purifications  enjoined  by  Mofes,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  religious  inftitutions,  and  to 
have  a reference  to  inward  purity.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  they  were  certainly  well 
calculated  to  preferve  health  in  that 
country,  and  among  the  people  for 
whom  they  were  intended.  Indeed  I 
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know  no  country  where  cleanlinefs  can 
be  difpenfed  with,  or  is  not  necefiary  to 
the  prefervation  of  health. 

Nor  is  Mofes  fmgular  in  this.  Many 
of  the  laws  of  ancient  Egypt  related  to 
health  ; and,  as  we  are  told,  that  he 
was  inftrudted  in  all  the  learning  of  that 
countiy,  there  is  little  doubt  that  he 
availed  himfelf  of  this  information  in 
framing  his  code  of  laws,  many  of  which 
are  fo  excellent  as  to  have  been  adopted  by 
the  mod:  enlightened  European  nations. 

As  impure  connexions,  however,  will 
take  place  in  fpite  of  all  precautions  that 
can  be  given,  we  fhall  next  proceed  to 
point  out  fome  of  the  medical  prepara- 
tions which  have  been  recommended  by 
way  of  preventives. 

Preventives,  as  might  naturally  be 
iuppofed,  con  lift  chiefly  of  wafhes  vari- 
oufly  prepared,  and  compofed  of  deter- 
gent ingredients.  Plere,  however,  I muft 
beg  leave  to  premife  that  all  fpecific  wafhes 
are  impofitions  on  the  public.  They 
not  only  pofiefs  no  fpecific  virtues  for 
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the  prevention  of  the  difeafe,  but  they 
divert  the  attention  from  the  main  objedf , 
which  is  wafhing,  by  holding  up  the 
idea  of  their  being  pofieffed  of  fome  pecu- 
liar qualities  calculated  to  counteradt  the 
poifon,  and  prevent  its  taking  effedf. 

Much  may  be  done  by  wafhing,  if 
properly  performed.  We  have  been  told 
it  fometimes  fails ; it  would  be  wonder- 
ful indeed  if  this  fhould  never  happen. 
The  wonder  is,  that  it  happens  fo  feldom, 
confidering  the  circumtlances  under 
which  it  is  generally  performed.  Moil 
of  my  patients  tell  me  that  when  they 
caught  the  diforder,  they  werefofar  intox- 
icated as  not  to  be  capable  of  paying  pro- 
per attention  to  the  bufinefs  of  wafhing. 

Another  caufe  of  failure  is  the  pro- 
penfity  moft  people  have  to  defpife  every 
thing  they  know,  or  that  is  plain  and 
fimple.  Give  them  any  difguifcd  noftrum, 
and  they  will  ufe  it ; but  they  have  no 
faith  in  the  virtues  of  plain  water,  and, 
if  they  have  not  fome  fecret  wafh  at  hand, 
the  bufinefs  is  negledled.  Even  when 
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patients  have  what  they  efteem  proper 
wafhes  by  them,  they  are  feldom  proper- 
ly ufed.  Immerfton  alone  is  deemed 
fufficient ; but  no  lotion,  let  its  powers 
be  what  they  may,  can  prevent  the  vene- 
real difeafe  by  fimple  immerfion. 

Such  is  the  effect  of  waffling  alone, 
that  a gentleman  told  me  he  had  tried 
to  communicate  _ the  difeafe  to  a lady, 
with  a view  to  afeertain  a point  of  jea- 
loufy,  but  could  not  effedl  it.  This  he 
attributed  folely  to  her  extraordinary 
attention  to  cleanlinefs.  I have  known 
men  who  for  many  years  had  lived  freely, 
with  regard  to  the  fex,  yet  never  caught 
the  venereal  infedlion,  owing  to  their 
Ilridl  attention  to  ablution. 

In  all  cafes  cleanlinefs  is  a virtue; 
but,  in  the  commerce  between  the  fexes, 
it  is  indifpenfable,  and  thofe  who  neg- 
ledl  it  are  little  better  than  beafts. 
There  is  a merit  in  p radii  fin  g this  virtue, 
even  from  the  fear  of  difeafe ; but,  to  a 
perfon  thoroughly  clean,  this  ftimulus 
will  not  be  neceffary.  If  any  virtue 
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prove  its  own  reward,  it  is  cleanlinefs. 

Nor  would  I have  the  modeft  matron 
lefs  attentive  to  it  than  the  impure. 
Men  often  apply  to  me  who  think  them- 
felves  injured  by  their  wives.  They  have 
inflammations,  and  often  flight  excori- 
ations of  the  parts,  which  would  never 
happen  if  their  wives  were  fufficiently 
attentive,  even  to  the  ufe  of  cold  water. 

As  a great  number  of  different  wafhes 
have  been  recommended  for  preventing 
infection,  I fhall  infert  a few  of  them, 
premifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  all 
their  virtues  amount  to  little  more  than 
thofe  of  plain  water  properly  applied ; 
or  water  impregnated  with  fuch  ingredi- 
ents, as  may  render  it  more  detergent, 
or  clean fing,  as  foap-lees,  and  fuch  like. 

Some  recommend  w^ater  that  has  been 
impregnated  with  the  virtues  of  quick- 
lime ; while  others  prefer  the  cauftic 
alkali,  or  even  the  cauflic  volatile  alkali, 
properly  diluted.  Thefe,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  are  the  a&ive  ingredients 
in  moft  of  the  wafhes  commonly  kept  as 
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fecrets,  and  fold  at  a high  price  to  en- 
hance their  value.  We  have  no  objec- 
tion to  their  being  ufed,  provided  the 
adlive  ingredients  are  fo  diluted  as  not 
to  hurt  or  excoriate  the  parts. 

Many  ufe  Goulard’s  extract  of  lead  as 
a wadi : It  is  not  fo  much  a detergent  as 
a dryer  ; and,  though  it  makes  a good 
injedtion  in  the  gonorrhoea,  we  cannot 
infer  from  hence  that  it  is  proper  as  a 
preventive  lotion.  It  may  be  ufed  of 
different  degrees  of  ftrength.  What  I 
commonly  ufe,  both  externally  and  in- 
ternally, confifts  of  a tea-fpoonful  of 
the  extradl  to  a tea-cupful  * of  common 
water.  The  corrofive  fublimate  of  mer- 
cury, diffolved  in  water,  has  been  recom- 
mended as  a proper  preventive  wafh.  It 
may,  no  doubt,  be  ufed,  but  requires 

great  caution,  otherwife  it  will  inflame 
» 

the  parts.  One  or  two  grains  to  a tea- 
cupful of  water  is  as  much  as  can  be 
ufed  with  fafety.  The  fublimate  is 

* A tea-cup  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  four  ounces. 
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doubtlefs  a powerful  remedy  in  the  lues  ; 
but  how  far  its  fpecific  virtues  may  ope- 
rate as  a wafh,  I cannot  fay,  as  I never 
made  trial  of  it  in  this  way. 

Even  the  crude  mercury  is  by  fome 
ufed  as  a wafh  : It  muft  be  well  tritura- 
ted with  honey  and  turpentine,  and  after- 
wards mixed  with  a quantity  of  water 
fufficient  to  dilute  it.  It  is  a clumfy 
preparation.  If  mercury  is  to  be  ufed 
for  this  purpofe,  we  would  recommend 
the  fublimate. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  a folution 
of  foap,  or  a little  of  the  (having  pow- 
der, made  into  a lather,  wo'uld  anfwer 
this  purpofe  as  well,  if  not  better,  than 
any  other  wafh  whatever.  It  muft,  how- 
ever, be  ufed  immediately,  and  applied 
properly.  People  often  blame  the  wafh 
when  the  fault  is  their  own.  No  wafti 
will  fucceed  unlefs  it  is  applied  early, 
and  with  due  care. 

I know  many  gentlemen,  who,  inftead 
of  trufting  to  any  particular  wafh,  make 
life  of  whatever  liquid  is  at  hand,  as 

beer, 
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beer,  wine,  punch,  negus,  brandy  and 
water,  rum  and  water,  &c. ; indeed  fome 
recommend  brandy  alone  in  preference 
to  any  thing  elfe.  I have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  is  a good  wafh,  but  cannot  think 
it  the  worfe  for  being-diluted  with  water, 
efpecially  with  warm  water,  if  at  hand  ; 
but  it  ought  rather  to  be  ufed  cold  than 
time  lofi:  by  waiting  till  it  is  made  warm. 
Any  liquor  may  befufficiently  warmed' by 
holding  it  for  a fliort  time  in  the  mouth. 

<c  HufFeland,  a well-informed  medical 
writer,  lays  down  the  following  rules  for 
avoiding  the  venereal  infedtion  : 

i ft.  cc  Live  moderately,  and  avoid  the 
ufe  of- {Emulating  and  nutritive  things, 
which  tend  to  increafe  the  blood  ; fuch 
as  a great  deal  of  flefh,  eggs,  chocolate, 
wine,  and  fpiceries. 

2d.  Expofe  yourfelf  daily  to  ftrong 
bodily  exercife,  until  you  are  tired ; — 
until  the  powers  and  juices  be  exhaufted, 
and  the  ftimulus  be  removed  from  the 
organs  of  generation  : To  be  brief,  in 

thcfe  two  words,  faji  and  labour , lies  the 

great 
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great  talifman  again  ft-  the  temptations 
of  this  demon. 

3d.  Employ  the  mind,  particularly 
with  ferious,  abftrufe  fubjedfs,  which 
may  divert  it  from  fenfuality. 

4th.  Guard  againft  every  thing  that 
may  inflame  the  imagination,  and  give 
it  a tendency  to  voiuptuoufnefs  ; fuch 
as,  lewd  converfation,  the  reading  of 
loofe  and  lafcivious  poetry  or  romances, 
and  ail  intercourfe  with  feducing  fe- 
males, many  kinds  of  dances,  &c. 

5th.  Let  the  mind  be  always  ftrongly 
imprefied  with  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences,  both  moral  and  phyfical,  of 
this  diflipation.  Every  prudent  and 
judicious  perfon  will  allow  that  it  is  one 
of  the  greateft  misfortunes  that  can  hap- 
pen to  a man  : for,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
effedts  of  this  poifon  in  the  body  are  al- 
ways very  weakening,  and  powerful  ; 
often  dreadfully  deftrudfive,  fo  that  mor- 
tal confequences  enfue 3 or  the  palate, 
and  bones  of  the  nofe  are  loft,  and  a man 
thus  carries  his  infamy  always  about 

with 
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with  him  as  a public  fpedtacle.  Befides, 
the  medical  art  has  not  yet  eftablifhed 
any  figns  fully  conclufive,  whether  the 
difeafe  be  totally  removed,  and  the  vene- 
real poifon  completely  fubclued.  The 
greateft  phyficians  all  agree,  that  the 
poifon  can  adlually  fo  conceal  and  mo- 
dify itfelf,  for  a certain  period,  that  a 
perfon  may  believe  he  is  radically  cured, 
without  being  fo  in  reality.  Hence 
arife  two  bad  confequences  ; firff,  that  a 
man  may  retain  in  the  body  fomething 
venereal,  which  under  different  forms 
will  be  a burden  to  him  while  he  lives, 
and  which  may  bring  on  the  utmoft  de- 
bility, or,  what  is  equally  bad,  he  may 
always  imagine  that  the  infedtion  is  ftill 
lurking  within  him,  aferibe  to  it  every 
trifling  indifpofition,  and  with  dreadful 
uncertainty  be  continually  tormented. 
Of  the  latter  cafe  I have  feen  the  moff 
melancholy  inffances : fnould  any  thing 
of  the  hypochondriac  affedlion  be  com- 
bined with  fuch  an  idea,  it  beomes  a pef- 
tilence  of  the  mind,  and  deprives  the 
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wretched  fufferer  of  all  reft,  happinefs, 
and  refolution. 

6th.  Let  a man  think  of  his  future 
fpoufe,  and  the  duty  to  which  lire  is  en- 
titled. He  ought  like  wife  to  reflect  on 
the  dreadful  calamities  that  an  unguard- 
ed moment  may  entail  on  his  pofterity, 
if  ever  he  has  any  ; and  that  in  poifon- 
ing  himfelf,  he  becomes  a fource  of  poi- 
fon  to  others,  and  even  to  mankind. 

7th.  Another  rule  of  great  importance 
I muft  not  here  omit : Guard  with  the 
utmoft  care,  againft  the firft  tranfgreflion 
of  this  kind.  No  tranfgreflion  is  at- 
tended with  fuch  certain  confequences  as 
this.  He  who  has  never  proceeded  to 
the  lad:  degree  of  familiarity  with  the 
other  fex,  has  in  that  refer ve  the  great- 
eft  fhield  of  his  virtue.  Bafhfulnefs, 
timidity,  and  a certain  internal  fenfe  of 
impropriety,  which  form  the  character 
of  Modefty,  will  make  him  ftart  back 
with  horror,  even  form  the  ftrongeft 
temptation  5 but  by  one  falfe  ftep,  ail 
thefc  are  irrecoverably  loft.” 

CHAP. 
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OF  THE  VIRULENT  GONORRHOEA, 

OR  CLAP. 


J T is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
critical  inquiry  concerning  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea. 
It  would  only  tend  to  embarrafs  and  be- 
wilder my  readers.  My  aim  is  to  mark 
the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  each,  and  to 
point  out  the  method  of  cure.  It  is  not 
material  to  know  whether  gonorrhoea 
ever  produces  the  pox ; or  if  the  pocky 
matter  can  excite  gonorrhoea ; as  long  as 
we  know  that  each  is  attended  with 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  that 
they  require  a totally  different  method 
of  treatment. 

Many 
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Many  who  pretend  to  cure  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  treat  every  fymptom  in  the 
fame  way.  The  very  name  with  them 
implies  the  life  of  mercury,  which  they 
throw  into  the  fyftem,  with  a liberal 
hand,  upon  all  occaftons.  I have  feen 
'confutations  totally  ruined  by  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  where  there  was  not  occafion 
for  a fingle  grain.  Indeed  mercury  ge- 
nerally does  mifehief  in  a gonorrhoea,  but 
feldom  any  good. 

The  term  gonorrhoea  is  improper  : it 
fignifies  a difeharge  of  femen.  Whereas 
the  tru  z gonorrhoea  virulent  a is  only  a dif- 
eharge of  mucus  from  the  urethra,  with- 
out any  feminal  evacuation  whatever. 
When  this  difeharge  is  accompanied 
with  a fenfation  of  heat,  and  fome  degree 
of  pain  in  palling  water,  which  the  pa- 
tient has  frequently  an  inclination  to 
void,  there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that 
he  labours  under  the  gonorrhoea  viru- 
lenta. 

It  is  impoflibie  to  ascertain  the  precife 
period  after  impure  coition,  at  which  the 
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running  will  appear.  Sometimes  it  takes 
place  in  a few  hours  j a*  other  times  it 
requires  feveral  days  j and  in  fome  cafes 
the  difeharge  does  not  appear  for  feveral 
weeks.  This  variety,  however,  does  not 
feem  to  have  any  confiderable  influence 
either  on  the  duration  or  virulence  of 
the  difeafe.  In  moll:  cafes  the  running 
makes  its  appearance  from  the  third  or 
fourth,  to  the  feventh  or  eighth  day. 

The  appearance  of  the  difeharge  varies 
211  different  patients.  It  is  generally 
thin,  and  of  a yellow  colour,  with  a 
greenifh  caff  3 though  fometimes  it  is 
white,  and  nearly  of  the  confidence  of 
purulent  matter.  In  fome  cafes  the  dif- 
eharge is  brown,  and  in  others  bloody, 
owing  to  the  erofion  of  the  vefTels  in  the 
urethra.  In  common  cafes  the  difeharge 
from  the  urethra  and  heat  of  urine 
are  the  only  fymptoms  which  occur: 
Though  fometimes  thefe  are  accompa- 
nied with  painful  and  involuntary  erec- 
tions, uneafmefs  of  the  tedicles,  and  of 
the  abdominal  vifeera. 
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Though  in  a gonorrhoea  fome  degree 
of  uneafinefs  is  generally  felt  along  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  urethra ; yet  the 
pain  is  commonly  feated  about  an  inch 
from  the  point  of  the  penis.  In  fome 
cafes  indeed  the  difeafe  fpreads  back- 
wards, fo  as  to  extend  over  the  whole 
length  of  the  utethra,  and  even  to  the 
bladder  itfelf.  Nor  are  the  proftate 
glands  and  internal  coat  of  the  bladder 
alone  affedled.  Sometimes  the  pains 
ftretch  from  thefe  parts,  along  the  ure- 
ters. even  to  the  kidnevs. 

j j 

It  is  impoffible,  at  the  beginning,  to 
fay  precifely  in  what  manner  any  cafe  of 
gonorrhoea  will  terminate.  Symptoms 
of  the  mildeft  kind  will  occafionally  fuc- 
ceed  to  a violent  difcharge ; wThile,  in 
other  cafes,  the  contrary  takes  place. 
It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  difeafe 
will  prove  mild,  and  of  fhort  duration, 
when  the  running  is  white  or  yellow ; 
and  that,  when  it  is  firft  green,  or  tinged 
with  blood,  the  running  will  prove 
obftinate  : though  this  may  be  gene- 
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rally  true,  it  is  by  no  means  univerfally 
fo. 

It  is  reckoned  a favourable  fymptom 
in  gonorrhoea  when  the  difcharge  be- 
comes thick  and  ropy.  Though  this  is 
unqueftionably  one  of  the  moPc  favour- 
able occurrences  in  every  clap,  yet  it  is  by 
no  means  a certain  proof  that  the  dif- 
charge will  foon  terminate.  In  certain 
cbnftitutions  the  running  will  prove  ob- 
ffinate,  even  where  the  fymptoms  are  all 
favourable. 

When  the  running  does  net  foon  be- 
come ropy,  but  continues  thin,  and  of 
a pale*  colour,  there  is  reafon  to  fear 
that  it  will  terminate  in  a gleet.  This, 
though  by  no  means  a dangerous  fymp- 
tom, is  one  of  the  mod:  unpleafant  that 
attends  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  in  many 
cafes  proves  very  obflinate. 

There  is  a kind  of  fpurious  gonor- 
rhoea, commonly  called  gonorrhoea  Jim - 
flex,  which,  in  many  refpe&s,  refembles 
the  real  one.  Married  people  are  often 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  this  com- 
plaint. 
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plaint,  and  medical  men,  who  are  not 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  this  difor- 
der,  may  do  much  mi  (chief.  No  man 
fhould  declare  any  running  from  the 
urethra,  in  either  fex,  to  be  venereal 
from  its  appearance  only.  In  this  cafe 
his  opinion  muft  be  guided  by  circum- 
fiances,  otherwife  he  will  be  apt  to  err. 

A married  man  has  applied  to  me  fe- 
veral  times,  thinking  himfelf  injured,  at 
the  fame  time  alluring  me  that  he  had 
not  been  guilty  of  any  deviation  from 
his  wife,  whom  I knew  to  be  an  amiable 
and  virtuous  woman.  I only  advifed 
him  to  wafh  the  parts  with  extiadb 
of  lead  and  water ; and  occafionaliy  to 
throw  up  a little  of  it  diluted,  as  directed 
in  the  gonorrhoea.  This  was  all  that  I 
ever  found  neceffary  to  remove  the  com- 
plaint, which  generally  difappeared  in  a 
few  days. 
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METHOD  OF  CURE. 

IT  has  already  been  obferved  that  mer^ 
cury  is  not  generally  neceftary  for  the  cure 
of  a gonorrhoea.  Some  people  imagine 
that  as  foon  as  the  infection  is  caught, 
the  fyftem  is  tainted ; but  this  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe  : the  clap  is,  at  firfty 
perfectly  a local  difeafe,  and  may  be 
cured  by  local  applications.  Thefe  are 
generally  of  the  aftringent  kind,  and 
may  be  varied  in  a variety  of  ways. 
Many  people  are  afraid  to  ufe  aftringent 
medicines,  left  they  fhould  drive  the  dif- 
eafe into  the  habit ; but  this  is  owing  to 
their  want  of  experience.  I have  ufed 
aftringent  injections  in  the  cure  of  the 
clap  for  many  years,  and  cannot  fairly 
fay  I ever  faw  any  difagreeable  confe- 
quences  that  could  juftly  be  imputed  to 
them  j unlefs  in  fuch  cafes  as  will  after- 
wards be  pointed  out. 

As  foon  as  the  running  appears,  and 
there  is  no  inflammation,  ftricture,  or 
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fwelling  of  the  parts  to  forbid  it,  my 
pra&ice  is  immediately  to  ufe  an  aftrin- 
gent  injection.  Of  thefe  there  are  a 
great  variety.  What  I prefer  is  the 
white  vitriol  diffolved  in  water : This 
may  be  ufed  in  various  proportions, 
from  half  a dram  of  vitriol  to  a whole 
dram,  to  the  pint  of  water  : but,  for  the 
conveniency  of  my  patients,  I generally 
give  it  in  the  following  manner  : 

That  they  may  not  have  any  trouble 
in  preparing  the  medicine,  I diffolve  an 
ounce  of  white  vitriol  in  four  ounces  of 
water,  and  defire  the  patient  to  put  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  it  to  a common  fized 
tea-cupful  of  water.  Of  this  he  is  to 
throw  up  two  or  three  fmall  fyringe- 
fuls*,  five  or  fix  times  a day,  keeping  in 
the  injection  for  fome  time,  by  grafping 
the  fore-part  of  the  penis  with  his  hand. 
This  operation  is  eafier  performed  than 
defcribed,  and  can  be  better  done  by  the 
patient  himfelf  than  by  any  one  elfe. 

* The  fyringe  commonly  ufed  for  this  purpofe  contains 
about  half  an  ounce. 
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The  whole  of  the  above  quantity  is  fel- 
dom  necelTary : Indeed  the  half  is  generally 
fufficient  -3  but  it  is  better  to  have  fome  to 
fpare,  than  to  have  too  little,  as  the  in- 
jection ought  always  to  be  continued  for 
fome  time  after  the  running  has  flopped. 

I have  known  this  quantity  not  only  cure 
the  patient,  but  alfo  feveral  of  his  ac- 
quaintance ; and,  as  it  will  keep  for  a 
length  of  time,  it  may  be  carried  to  fea, 
or  on  a journey  of  any  length.  Several 
patients  have  told  me,  that,  after  curing 
themfelves,  on  a voyage  to  America, 
they  had  enough  left  out  of  the  above 
quantity,  to  cure  one  or  two  of  their 
acquaintance. 

If  the  inje£lion  occahon  great  pain,  I 
order  it  to  be  weakened,  by  adding  fome 
'water  to  it,  fo  as  to  lower  it  to  the  pa- 
tient’s feelings.  If  the  running  does  not 
flop  in  a few  days,  I defire  him  to  make 
it  ilronger,  by  adding  a little  more  of 
the  folution,  till  it  is  as  firong  as  he  can 
bear.  In  this  way  the  medicine  can  al- 
ways 
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ways  be  adapted  to  the  patient’s  feelings, 
and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe. 

The  preparation  of  lead,  which  com- 
monly goes  by  the  name  of  Goulard’s 
extraft,  may  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  folution  of  vitriol,  and  will  have 
nearly  the  fame  effects.  Where  the  one 
does  not  fucceed  to  my  wifh,  I com- 
monly try  the  other;  but  prefer  the 
vitriol,  as  I think  lead  ought  always  to 
be  applied  with  caution  to  interior  fur- 
faces. 

As  one  or  other  of  thefe  injedlions 
made  ftronger  or  weaker,  according  to 
circumftances,  generally  fucceeds,  I fel- 
dom  find  occafion  for  any  of  a different 
nature  3 but,  that  patients  may  have  it 
in  their  power  to  make  a choice,  I have 
fubjoined  various  forms  of  injection  at 
the  end  of  the  book. 

This  injection  generally  cures  a clap 
in  a few  days,  provided  no  untoward 
fymptoms  appear.  I make  it  a rule, 
however,  to  keep  the  body  gently  open 
during  the  ufe  of  the  injection.  This 

may 


io6  Of  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea, 

may  be  done  various  ways,  but  gentle 
purgatives  are  the  beft.  What  I ge- 
nerally ufe  for  this  purpofe,  is  a cool- 
ing, opening  powder,  compofed  of 
cream  of  tartar  and  gum  arabie,  each 
an  ounce ; jalap,  two  drams  : thefe 

are  to  be  mixed,  and  a tea-fpoon- 
ful  taken  at  bed-time  in  a cup  of  gruel, 
or  any  other  weak  drink.  Should  this 
have  no  effect,  another  tea-fpoonful  may 
be  taken  in  the  morning,  and  a third  at 
noon,  if  found  neceflary  to  keep  the 
body  open.  If  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
powder  gives  more  than  one  motion,  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  ufe  it  every  fecond  or 
third  day. 

The  patient’s  body  is  not  only  to  be 
kept  open,  but  he  ought  to  avoid  all 
food  and  drink  of  a heating  or  ftimu- 
lating  nature.  He  is  likewife  to  avoid 
violent  exercife,  and  every  thing  that 
may  heat  or  inflame  the  parts,  as  hard 
drinking,  running,  wreftling,  riding, 
and  fuch-like.  Cold  is  alfo  to  be  guarded 
againft,  efpecially  expofure  to  wet,  fit- 
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ting  in  damp  places,  fleeping  in  damp 
beds,  keeping  on  wet  cloaths,  and  the 
like. 

Sometimes  untoward  fymptoms  will 
occur,  in  fpite  of  all  our  care  ; but  thefe 
would  be  lefs  frequent  were  due  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  patient’s  diet,  and  the 
other  articles  mentioned  above.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  patients  have  not  this 
always  in  their  power;  and  when  they 
have,  they  are  often  very  negligent. 

Though  injections  will  be  found  by 
far  the  mod:  agreeable,  iafe,  and  expe- 
ditious method  of  cure  ; yet  they  are  not 
to  be  indifcriminately  ufed  in  all  cafes, 
and  in  every  ftage  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
By  not  diftinguifhing  between  thofe  cafes 
where  injections  may  or  may  not  be  ufed, 
much  mifchief  is  done,  and  the  praCticc 
brought  into  difcredit. 

There  are  particular  habits  of  body 
where  injections  do  hurt ; fuch  as  the 
highly-inflammatory,  or  perfons  of  a 
very  irritable  nerve.  In  fuch  habits 
injections  are  either  not  to  be  ufed, 
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or  to  be  begun  in  a very  diluted  flate, 
and  gradually  increafed  in  firelight,  till 
they  produce  their  effedl.  If  any  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  or  fweiiing  ap- 
pear, they  are  immediately  to  be  difcon- 
tinued. 

While  the  inflammation  is  confined  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  urethra,  and  does 
not  extend  upwards  towards  the  root  of 
the  penis,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  is 
fafe  to  inject  5 but  when  the  inflamma- 
tion extends  upwards,  and  feems  to 
threaten  the  proftate  gland,  the  bladder, 
and  parts  adjacent,  injections  would 
prove  hurtful. 

In  the  firft  ftage  of  gonorrhoea  the 
difcharge  proceeds  from  a part  of  the 
urethra,  not  above  an  inch,  or  at  mofb 
an  inch  and  a half,  from  the  point  of 
the  penis.  While  this  is  the  cafe,  even 
though  a eonfiderabie  heat  of  urine*, 

* Ardor  urina,  or  heat  of  urine,  as  it  is  ufually  called, 
is  an  improper  name  for  a fymptom  which  depends,  not 
on  the  heat  of  the  urine,  but  the  tendernefs  of  that  part 
of  the  urethra  where  the  inflammation  is  feated,  and  over 
y/hich  the  urine  pafles. 
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and  feme  degree  of  chordee  takes  place, 
injedlions  may  be  ufed  with  great  ad- 
vantage; and  thefe  fymptoms,  inftead  of 
being  aggravated,  will,  by  their  means, 
be  alleviated. 

What  is  called  the  inflammatory  dia- 
thefis  is  fo  ftrong  in  fome  patients,  that 
I have  feen  a large  tumor  rife  in  the 
groin  merely  from  the  application  of  cold 
water  externally  to  the  parts  of  genera- 
tion, during  the  progrefs  of  a gonor- 
rhoea, which  was  fo  gentle,  that  the 
patient  mi  (look  it  for  a gleet,  and  took 
this  method  of  removing  it. 

The  true  criterion  with  regard  to  in- 
jecting is  the  (late  of  the  inflammation. 
When  this  runs  high,  with  great  tenfion, 
pain,  and  fuelling  of  the  parts,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  injedl.  Indeed,  when  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  running  ought  rather  to 
be  encouraged  than  checked,  and  the 
patient  put  upon  a cool  and  diluting  re- 
gimen, shifted  by  bleeding  and  other 
evacuations. 

When  the  inflammation  is  confider- 
able,  it  lometimes  terminates  in  fuppu- 
. . ration. 
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ration,  a circumftance  by  all  means  to 
fee  guarded  againft ; as  it  not  only  proves 
highly  diftrefting  to  the  patient,  but  is 
frequently  deftrucfive  to  the  parts  of  ge- 
neration. In  this  cafe  every  effort  is  to 
be  made  to  ward  off  the  impending  dan- 
ger, by  leffening  the  inflammation. 

To  check  the  progrefs  of  inflamma^ 
tion,  befides  the  means  already  men- 
tioned, I would  recommend  poultices, 
with  the  fugar  of  lead,  or  Goulard’s  ex- 
trad!,  to  be  conftantly  applied  to  the 
parts,  and  bleeding  with  leeches.  This, 
which  has  been  my  pradfice  for  many 
years,  now  begins  to  become  general. 
In  almoft  every  local  inflammation, 
leeches  may  be  applied  with  advantage, 
but  in  none  with  greater  benefit  than 
thofe  of  the  genitals.  I have  often  been 
a witnefs  of  their  good  effedfs  in  fuch 
cafes,  and  would  recommend  a re-appli- 
cation of  them  as  often  as  the  fymptoms 
may  render  it  neceffary,  or  till  the  in- 
flammation is  abated. 


The 
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The  gonorrhoea  in  women  differs  fo 
little  from  the  fame  difeafe  in  men,  both 
in  its  fymptoms  and  method  of  cure? 
that  it  hardly  merits  particular  notice. 
The  fymptoms,  however,  are  milder  in 
women  than  in  men  \ and,  from  fome 
of  the  mod  diftreffing,  they  are  wholly 
exempted  : but  the  feat  of  the  difeafe 
being  nearer  the  bladder  in  women,  that 
organ  is  more  liable  to  inflammation 
than  in  the  other  fex  j nor  do  they  fuffer 
lefs  from  what  is  called  the  heat  of  the 
urine. 

As  women  are  fubjedf  to  other  dif- 
charges,  which  have  a great  refemblance 
to  the  gonorrhoea,  it  is  more  difficult  to 
afeertain  the  exigence  of  the  difeafe  in 
them  than  in  men.  It  may,  however, 
be  known  from  the  heat  of  urine,  which 
rarely  occurs  except  in  gonorrhoea,  and 
likewife  from  the  colour  and  confidence 
of  the  difeharge,  which  is  thinner  and 
mor.e  pale  in  the  fiuor  albus  than  in  the 
gonorrhoea. 


The 
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The  difcharge  is  to  be  removed  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  means* 
as  in  men:  and,  if  the  inflammation 
run  high,  the  fame  cooling  medicines 
Will  be  neceffary  ; likewife  bleeding,  and 
gentle  purges.  It  is  fortunate  that  the 
fame  aftringent  injections  which  are 
ufed  for  the  gonorrhoea,  are  equally 
proper  in  the  whites.  The  only  cir- 
cumftance  that  can  forbid  their  ufe  is  a 
high  degree  of  inflammation,  efpecially 
when  the  inflammation  extends  to  the 
coats  of  the  bladder,  which  may  be 
known  by  the  pain  affecling  that  very 
fenflble  organ  in  a high  degree* 

OF  THE  CKORDEE. 

A painful  fymptom,  which  often  at- 
tends the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  called 
a chordee.  This  is  peculiarly  trouble- 
fome  in  the  night,  or  when  the  patient 
has  an  eredion.  In  habits  liable  to  in- 
flammation, or  where  the  pain  is  vio- 
lent, 
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lent,  bleeding  and  other  evacuations  are 
neceflary.  Some  recommend  emollient 
injections,  with  laudanum,  and  rubbing 
the  parts  with  mercurial  ointment. 

I generally  order  the  parts  to  be  fre- 
quently rubbed  with  camphorated  oil, 
or  fome  emollient  ointment ; and  the 
patient  to  take  from  thirty  to  forty  drops 
of  laudanum  in  a draught,  at  bed- time. 
As  this  fymptom  is  connected  with  in- 
flammation, the  patient  ought  to  live 
fparingly,  and  to  avoid  the  fight  of  luch 
objects  as  may  excite  lafcivious  ideas. 

Few  things  tend  more  to  relieve  this 
painful  fymptom  than  drinking  plenti- 
fully of  linfeed  tea.  The  camphorated 
emulflon  is  alfo  very  ufeful. 
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CHAP.  III. 


CONSEQUENCES  OF  THE  VIRULENT 
GONORRHOEA. 


Although  gonorrhea  virulenta 
is  only  a local  difeafe,  and  does  not  feem 
to  affedt  the  lyflem,  yet  it  often  occa- 
fions  fymptoms  which  prove  both  tedi- 
ous and  troublefome  ; fymptoms  which, 
though  not  always  dangerous,  are  very 
vexatious,  and  fometimes  continue  dur- 
ing the  patient’s  life.  Of  thefe  the  mod: 
common  are,  obdrubfions  in  the  ure- 
thra, fwellings  of  the  tedicles  and  of 
the  lymphatic  veffels,  gleets  and  feminal 
weaknedes,  warts,  excoriations,  and 
other  affedtions  of  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce. 

OF 
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OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE 
URETHRA. 

Of  all  the  fymptotns  fubfequent  to  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea,  the  moft  painful 
and  dangerous  are  ftri&ures  of  the  ure- 
thra, or  urinary  paffage.  Thefe  not 
only  endanger,  but  often  deftroy  life; 
and,  when  the  patient  falls  into  unfkil- 
ful  hands,  he  may  be  deprived  of  his  vi- 
rility. When  thefe  fymptoms  do  not 
yield  to  bleeding,  cooling  purges,  emol- 
lient fomentations,  and  the  ufe  of  bou- 
gies, the  alfiftance  of  an  able  furgeon 
fhould,  if  poflible,  be  procured.  He 
will  generally  find  occafion  for  all  his 
fkill  in  removing  thefe  untoward  affec- 
tions, which,  notwithftanding  the  mod: 
fkilful  treatment,  will  fometimes  occur. 

ObftruCtions  in  the  urethra  may  be 
occafioned  by  fpafmcdic  affections  of 
the  part,  tumors  in  the  fubflance  of  the 
urethra  and  neighbouring  parts,  flefhy 

h 2 excref- 
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excrefcences,  carruncles,  &c.  In  all 
thefe  affe&ions  the  patient  is  to  expe£t 
relief  chiefly  from  the  proper  ufe  of  bou- 
gies. Though  a degree  of  fcience  might 
feem  neceflary  for  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  bougies,  I have  always  found 
patients,  with  a very  little  inftru£tion, 
able  to  make  a proper  ufe  of  them,  with- 
out any  trouble  or  danger  to  themfelves. 
Indeed  if  a patient  does  not  know  how 
to  introduce  a bougie  himfelf,  it  will  of- 
ten be  of  no  ufe  to  him.  A man  may 
be  feized  with  an  obftruftion  of  urine 
on  a journey,  or  in  many  fltuations 
where  he  can  neither  procure  a bougie, 
nor  find  a perfon  to  introduce  it.  Pati- 
ents have  often  told  me  that  they  mull 
have  loft  their  lives  on  a journey,  if  they 
had  not  carried  bougies  along  with 
them,  and  known  how  to  ufe  them. 
Indeed  every  perfon  fubjeft  to  obflruc- 
tions  of  urine,  ought  to  carry  bougies 
in  his  pocket. 

It  is  not  here  neceflary  to  give  any  in- 
ftru&ions  concerning  the  making  of 

bougies. 


Objtruftions  in  the  Urethra . i \ y 

bougies,  as  they  can  always  be  had  ready 
made,  of  a fuperior  conftru&ion  to  any 
that  men,  not  praftifed  in  the  art,  can 
pretend  to  make  themfelves.  They 
ought,  however,  to  be  made  with  care. 
Should  a bougie  break  in  the  urethra, 
it  might  be  attended  with  very  ferious 
con feq lienees*. . Nor  is  care  lefs  necef- 
fary  in  introducing  them,  otherwife 
much  mifehief  may  be  done  by  wound- 
ing and  irritating  the  tender  parts  about 
the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

In  ufing  bougies  it  will  be  proper  al- 
ways to  begin  with  a fmall  one,  and 
gradually  to  ufe  them  of  a larger  fize, 
as  the  urethra  becomes  dilated,  and  is 
accuflomed  to  bear  them.  They  ought 
alfo  to  be  gently  introduced,  avoiding 
force  as  much  as  poflible,  and  humour- 
ing the  palfage  fo  as  not  to  give  pain,  or 
fetch  blood. 

A knowledge  of  the  force  that  may 
be  neceflary  in  palling  a bougie  cannot 

* Catgut  bougies  are  preferable  to  any  other,  being 
Jefs  liable  to  break,  and  capable  of  being  diffolved  in  the 
bladder,  by  the  urine. 
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be  acquired  but  by  pradlice.  Indeed 
the  whole  art  of  furgery  is,  in  a great 
meafure,  acquired  in  this  way.  A man 
will  learn  more  from  feeing  the  opera- 
tion once  performed,  or  from  having  it 
done  upon  himfelf,  than  from  twenty 
pages  of  defcriptiom 

The  time  that  a bougie  fhould  re- 
main in  the  urethra  mud:  be  regulated 
by  the  patient’s  feelings.  Few  people 
at  fird:  can  bear  to  keep  them  in  above 
half  an  hour;  but,  by  cuftom,  they 
come  to  be  able  to  let  them  continue 
for  feveral  hours,  and  fome  deep  with 
them  in  all  night.  Walking  and  other 
exercife,  while  a bougie  is  in  the  ure- 
thra, ought  to  be  avoided,  as  it  is  apt 
to  hurt  and  inflame  the  parts. 

Another  mode  of  regulating  the  time 
for  keeping  a bougie  in  the  urethra  is 
the  intention  for  which  it  is  ufed.  If 
it  is  introduced  only  with  a view  to 
draw  off  the  water,  there  is  no  occafion 
for  its  remaining  in,  as  the  urine  gene- 
rally follows  as  foon  as  it  is  withdrawn. 

When 
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When  the  intention  is  to  remove  car- 
runcles  or  ftri&ures,  it  ought  to  be  kept 
in  for  feveral  hours,  or  all  night,  if  the 
patient  can  bear  it. 

In  ufing  a bougie  great  care  fhould  be 
taken  to  prevent  its  flipping  into  the 
bladder,  otherwife  a painful  and  dan- 
gerous operation  would  be  neceflary  for 
extracting  it.  This  may  always  be  pre- 
vented by  bending  about  half  an  inch  of 
the  thicker  end  of  the  bougie,  and  tying 
a piece  of  narrow  tape  or  packthread 
round  it,  of  a fufficient  length  to  pre- 
vent its  getting  into  the  bladder  ; or,  if 
it  fhould  flip  in,  to  draw  it  out  again. 

A bougie  ought  always  to  be  tried  be- 
fore it  is  introduced,  by  bending  it  the 
whole  length  with  the  finger,  fo  as  to 
be  fatisfied  that  it  is  elaflic  and  tough  at 
every  part.  Whether  they  had  been  im- 
properly formed,  or  kept  till  they  were 
rotten,  I do  not  know  but  I have  feen 
bougies,  when  attempted  to  be  bent, 
fnap  like'a  bit  of  glafs.  The  belt  way 
to  have  them  genuine,  is  to  apply  to  a 
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perfon  of  chara&er  who  makes  them 
himfelf,  and  to  pay  the  beft  prices,  as 
they  are  fold  at  very  different  rates  but 
cheap  articles  of  this  kind  are  never  to 
be  trufted ; indeed,  in  every  thing  be- 
longing to  medicine,  whatever  is  fold 
low  is  generally  doubtful. 


OF  THE  SWELLED  TESTICLE. 

A fwelling  of  the  tefticle  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  the  gonorrhoea.  I have  feen  it 
where  no  fuch  difeafe  ever  had  exifted  : 
but  as  it  frequently  occurs  during  the 
progrefs  of  this  difeafe,  and  is  a very 
troublefome  fymptom,  we  fhall  mark  its 
progrefs,  and  point  out  the  moft  likely 
means  for  leffening  the  pain,  and  re- 
moving the  diforder. 

Sometimes  both  tefticles  fwell ; but  it 
more  frequently  happens  only  to  one, 
though  occafionally  they  are  affe&ed  in 
turns.  The  firft  attack  is  very  painful, 

but 
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but  afterwards  the  pain  is  inconfiderable. 
The  fwelling  at  firft  is  chiefly  confined 
to  one  part  of  the  tefticle  ; afterwards, 
however,  and  fometimes  in  a very  flioi  t 
fpace,  it  affe&s  the  whole.  In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  the  tefticle  becomes 
hard,  the  fkin  which  covers  it  afllimes 
an  inflammatory  appearance,  and  the 
pain  is  accompanied  with  a fenfation  as 
if  the  tefticle  was  moving  or  rolling 
about. 

When  the  tefticle  fvvells,  the  running 
generally  abates.  This  leads  people  to 
imagine  that  the  fwelling  is  occafioned 
by  the  matter  falling  on  the  tefticle  but 
it  evidently  proceeds  from  a transfer  of 
the  inflammation  from  the  one  part  to 
the  other,  arifing  from  fympathy,  or 
from  irritation.  Whatever  is  the  caufe, 
it  ought  to  be  removed  with  all  poflible 
fpeed,  as  it  has  many  difagreeable  con- 
fequences,  fome  of  which  continue  for 
life,  and  even  tend  to  deftroy  the  power 
of  procreation. 


As 
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As  the  confequences  ariflng  from  an 
inflamed  teflicle  are  dangerous  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  inflammation  that 
takes  place,  our  great  aim  muff  be  to 
keep  the  inflammation  as  much  under 
as  poffibie.  This  will  be  belt  effected 
by  keeping  the  body  gently  open,  ap- 
plying anodynes  and  repellents  to  the 
parts  affedted,  ufmg  opiates  internally, 
and  leeches  externally  5 and,  above  all, 
by  fupporting  the  part,  fo  as  it  may  not 
feel  its  own  weight,  with  a proper  ban- 
dage or  fufpenfary. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  in 
all  local  inflammations  one  of  the  heft 
remedies  is  bleeding.  In  full  habits 
blood  may  be  taken  from  the  arm  ; but 
it  will  have  a better  effedl  if  taken  from 
the  part,  or  as  near  to  it  as  poffibie. 
This  may  be  done  by  applying  leeches 
to  the  fcrotum.  I {ball  be  told  that,  as 
the  bite  of  a leech  cannot  reach  the  tef- 
ticle,  it  will  be  of  no  ufe  ; but  reafoning 
is  of  little  weight  againfl  daily  obfcr- 

vation. 
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vation.  Long  experience  has  taught  me 
the  benefits  of  this  pradlice  ; and  I will 
venture  to  fay,  it  is  both  the  fafeft  and 
bed  remedy  for  the  inflamed  tefticle 
with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted. 

What  ffrft  led  me  to  try  this  practice 
was  the  cafe  of  an  officer  of  the  army, 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  get’a  fwelled 
tefficle  a few  days  before  he  was  obliged 
to  embark  with  his  regiment  for  the 
Weft  Indies.  Something  was  to  be  done 
immediately  : I ordered  as  many  leeches 
as  conveniently  could,  to  be  applied  to 
the  fc  rot  urn,  and  to  be  renewed  occa- 
flonally,  as  cncumftances  might  require. 
By  this  means  the  fwelling  and  inflam- 
mation had  fo  far  fubfided  in  three  or 

four  days,  that  he  was  able  to  attend  to 
his  duty. 

When  the  bleeding  is  properly  con- 
duaed,  -there  will  be  little  occafion  for 
any  other  medicine.  It  will  be  neceffary, 
however,  to  keep  the  body  gently  open, 
by  Inch  things  as  are  recommended  in 
the  gonorrhoea.  When  the  pain  is  very 

intenfe. 
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intenfe,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty,  or 
thirty-five  drops  of  laudanum  may  be 
taken  in  a little  of  the  patient’s  drink, 
twice  a day,  or  oftener,  if  neceflary,  to 
eafe  the  pain. 

Repellent  applications  are  recom- 
mended, and  may  have  their  ufe.  Some 
apply  cloths  dipped  in  brandy,  others 
nfe  a mixture  of  Goulard’s  extract  and 
water,  a tea-fpoonful  to  a tea- cupful,  or 
fio;  while  many  prefer  poultices,  mixed 
with  the  extra£t  or  fugar  of  lead  : I 
think  a poultice  of  oat- meal,  or  of  rye- 
meal  with  a little  vinegar,  equal  to  any 
of  them. 


OF  GLEETS. 

In  the  gonorrhoea  a difcharge  from 
the  urethra  will,  in  fome  cafes,  continue 
after  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  have 
difappeared.  This  is  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  a gleet , and  often  proves 
very  obftinate.  While  the  difcharge  is 
capable  of  communicating  the  infection, 

it  • 
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it  cannot  properly  be  called  a gleet  j but 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  precife 
time  when  this  takes  place  : Some  fup- 
pofe,  when  the  difcharge  becomes  trail f- 
parent  and  vifcid,  like  mucus,  that  it 
ceafes  to  be  infe£tious,  while  others  af- 
firm, that,  notwithftanding  thefe  ap- 
pearances, the  infefrion  may  ftill  re- 
main. 

While  the  inflammation,  which  pro- 
duced the  running,  continues,  there  is 
reafon  to  fufpeft  that  the  infection  is 
not  fubdued,  and  that  the  matter  then 
difcharged  is  equally  capable  of  commu- 
nicating the  difeafe  as  at  the  beginning. 
Till,  therefore,  the  difcharge  becomes 
clear  and  tranfparent,  and  the  pain 
which  accompanied  the  inflammatory 
ftate  of  the  difeafe  has  entirely  ceafed, 
we  can  never  be  certain  that  the  gonor- 
rhoea is  radically  cured. 

Sometimes  the  difcharge  will  entirely 
difappear,  and  the  patient  think  himfelf 
well,  when,  from  irregularity,  violent 
exertions,  riding  on  horfeback,  too 

early 
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early  commerce  with  women,  or  fuch 
like,  the  running  will  recommence 
with  every  mark  of  a frefh  infection : 
But  when  the  patient  has  no  reafon  to 
fufpect  that  he  has  caught  the  difeafe 
anew,  he  has  no  occafion  to  be  uneafy 
at  this  appearance  as  it  will  foon  ceafe 
on  a re- application  of  the  medicines 
which  {topped  it  before. 

When  people  find  that  this  difeharge 
does  not  communicate  infeCtion,  they 
are  apt  to  be  carelefs,  and  to  let  it 
run  on  without  ufing  any  means  to  put 
a flop  to  it.  This,  however,  is  wrong, 
as  a long  continuance  of  the  running, 
not  only  weakens  the  fyftem,  but  lays 
the  foundation  of  fome  affections  of 
the  urethra  and  neighbouring  parts, 
which  may  prove  very  troubiefome  and 
obffinate. 

This  complaint  ffirnifhes  a ftrong  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  aftringent  injec- 
tions, as  it  is  often  the  confequence  of 
a long-continued  gonorrhoea.  Indeed 
the  belt  method  of  cure,  in  its  molt  ob- 
ffinate 
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ftinate  ftate,  is  by  injedtions.  Aftrin- 
gents  taken  by  the  mouth  have,  no 
doubt,  their  ufe ; but  the  molt  effica- 
cious medicines,  after  all,  are  thofe 

wlncn  belong  to  the  clafs  of  aftringent 
injections. 

Though  aftringents,  taken  internally 
are  ufeful,  yet  they  are  not  folely  to  be 
rehed  upon.  Among  thefe  we  reckon 
tue  bark  and  iteeJ,  either  taken  fepa- 
1 ate  y or  conjundtly.  They  may  be  ufed 
in  tiie  following  manner  : 

Take  Huxham’s  tincture  of  the  bark, 
three  ounces. 

Tmcture  of  fteel,  two  drams.  Mix 
and  take  a tea-fpoonful  in  a glafs  of  red 
wine,  three  or  four  times  a day. 

Or,  if  the  patient  prefers  a pill- 
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Extraft  of  Peruvian  bark,  two  drams. 

drops.  CaiTaWa/  ft£dS' 
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Let  thefe  be  made  into  thirty  pills, 
one  of  which  may  be  taken  three  or  four 
times  a day. 

External  aftringents,  which  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  called  tonics,  have  alfo  their 
ufe.  The  principal  of  thefe  is  the  cold 
bath ; but  what  I chiefly  recommend  is 
fea-bathing.  This  is  not  only  more 
fafe  than  the  frefh  water  bath,  as  the 
patient  is  not  fo  apt  to  take  cold ; but 
as  obitinate  venereal  complaints  are 
often  accompanied  with  a fcrophulous 
taint,  it  may  prove  doubly  ufeful. 

We  have  few  better  tonics  than  the 
Tunbridge  waters.  As  they  prove  be- 
neficial to  women  affli&ed  with  the 
whites,  we  may  conclude  that  they  would 
be  of  ufe  in  gleets.  They  ought,  how- 
ever, to  be  drunk  with  caution,  as  they 
prove  heating,  if  taken  in  large  quan- 
tities. Thofe  who  drink  them  ought 
likewife  to  live  regularly.  I have  known 
much  mifchief  done  by  ufing  thefe  wa- 
ters, and  at  the  fame  time  making  free 
with  wrine. 


The 
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The  Simulating  afhingent  balfams 

are  likewife  recommended  in  the  gleet ; 
as  the  balfam  of  Capaiba,  the  Canada 
balfam,  &c.  From  twenty  to  thirty 
drops  of  either  of  thefe  may  be  taken 
on  a bit  of  fugar  four  or  five  times  a 
day.  But  what  I have  found  to  anfwer 
ifill  better  than  the  balfams,  is  the  tinc- 
ture of  Catechu.  A tea-fpoonful  of  it 
may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  red  wane  three 
or  four  times  a day,  or  oftener. 

When  tonics  and  injections  fail5  fome- 
times  bougies  will  fucceed*  They  anfwer 
nearly  the  fame  purpofe  as  Simulating 
injections,  and  are  more  fafe.  Bougies, 
compofed  of  the  moft  fimple  ingredients, 
will  often  effeCt  the  purpofe  of  exciting 
a fufficient  degree  of  inflammation  ; 
But,  if  they  fhould  fail,  they  are  eafily 
rendered  more  aCtive  by  dipping  them  in 

oil  of  turpentine,  in  a thin  liniment  of 

< 

wax  and  oil,  with  a fmall  proportion 
of  red  precipitate,  or  in  common  baflli- 
con,  reduced,  with  oil  of  turpentine,  to 
the  confidence  of  a liniment. 
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There  is  reafon,  however,  to  believe 
that  the  moft  efficacious  medicine  for 
this  complaint  is  the  cold  bath ; but  few 
patients  have  the  refolution  to  perfifi:  in 
the  ufe  of  it  for  a fufficient  length  of 
time.  I have  been  told  by  a gentleman 
who  had  been  afflidled  with  a gleet  for 
above  twenty  years,  that  he  had  often 
put  a flop  to  it,  for  fome  time,  by  bath- 
ing in  cold  water  ; but  that  not  having 
fufficient  refolution  to  perfift  in  it,  the 
complaint  had  always  returned.  This 
gentleman,  though  very  diffipated,  had, 
at  the  time  I faw  him,  a wife  and  fome 
healthy  children  ; which  fhews  that  the 
difeafe  does  not  prevent  procreation. 


OF  WARTS  AND  EXCORIA- 
TIONS. 


Warts  fometimes  affiedl  the  glans  and 
prepuce  on  the  termination  of  a gonor- 
rhoea. They  are  more  troublefome  than 

dangerous. 
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dangerous,  and  may  generally  be  re- 
moved by  the  application  of  excarotics : 
Of  thefe  the  mod:  gentle  are  fit  ft  to  be 
tried,  and,  if  they  fail,  recdurfe  muff 
be  had  to  the  more  active.  I have 
often  cut  them  off  with  a pair  of  fharjp 
fcilfars. 

When  excoriations  happen,  they  only 
require  the  application  of  fome  afirin- 
gent  wafli.  Bathing  the  pai  ts- frequently 
with  a folution  of  white  vitriol,  or  a 
mixture  of  Goulard’s  extract  in  water, 
of  the  fame  hrength  as  that  recom- 
mended in  the  gonorrhoea,  will  anfvver 
every  purpofe. 
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OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA,  OR 

POX. 


This  dreadful  diforder,  which  makes 
fuch  havoc  of  the  human  fpecies,  when 
negle6ted,  is  generally  fo  gentle  at  its 
full  appearance,  and  fo  very  tra6lable# 
that  there  is  no  difeafe  where  the  prac- 
titioner gets  fo  much  money  and  credit 
for  doing  fo  little  : But  that  little  muff 
he  done  in  due  time,  otherwife  the  dif- 
eafe acquires  a force,  which  the  mod 
fkilful  phyfician  is  not  always  able  to 
overcome. 

The  lues  venerea  is  generally  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem  by  means  of  a 
chancre.  If  this  is  properly  treated,  the 

difeafe1 
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difeafe  feldom  proceeds  any  farther  5 but, 
where  it  is  negledted,  it  will  produce  the 
pox,  and  a train  of  dreadful  confe- 
quences.  If  all  thefe  confequences  can 
be  prevented  by  a proper  treatment  of 
the  chancre,  on  its  firft  appearance,  it 
will  amount  to  nearly  the  fame  as  eradi- 
cating the  lues  venerea  altogether.  How 
far  this  is  pradlicable  will  appear  from 
the  following  obfervations. 

For  the  laft  twenty  years,  I do  not 
think  one  day  has  palled  on  which  I 
have  not  feen  the  venereal  difeafe  in  one 
fhape  or  another ; yet  during  all  that  pe- 
riod I do  not  recollect  one  inftance  of  a 
patient  who  applied  to  me,  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  a chancre,  becoming 
poxed.  Though  a chancre  is  the  origin 
of,  and  will  feldom  fail  to  produce  a 
pox,  if  fuffered  to  take  its  courfe,  yet  it 
cannot,  with  propriety,  be  called  a pox, 
any  more  than  the  perfon,  who  has 
been  inoculated  for  the  fmall  pox,  can 
be  faid  to  labour  under  that  difeafe  be- 
fore it  appears  in  the  habit. 

1 3 
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Though  chancres  are  not  confined  to 
any  particular  part  of  the  body,  yet  they 
generally  appear  on  the  glans  or  pre- 
puce, and  frequently  on  the  frenum 
which  joins  the  two  together.  Some- 
times 1 have  feen  them  on  the  back  of 
the  penis,  and  even  on  the  fcrotum  and 
pubis.  When  chancres  appear  on  other 
parts,  as  the  fingers,  lips,  &c.  the  in- 
fection has  not  been  received  in  the 
common  way,  but  by  means  of  a wound, 
or  by  fome  of  the  fofter  parts  coming 
into  contadt  with  a venereal  ulcer. 

The  period  at  which  chancres  appear, 
after  impure  connexion,  is  uncertain. 
They  generally  make  their  appearance 
in  a few  days ; though  fometimes  weeks 
elapfe  before  the  patient  is  informed,  by 
a chancre,  that  he  has  received -the  in- 
fedtion.  This  may  depend  on  the  irri- 
tability of  the  parts  to  which  the  poifon 
is  applied,  on  the  degree  of  acrimony 
with  which  the  matter  is  endued,  or  on 
the  quantity  lodged  on  the  part. 

Though 
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Though  chancres  affume  different 
appearances,  a perfon  accuftomed  to 
look  at  them  will  feldom,  be  deceived. 
Toothers  a definition  would  be  of  little 
ufe.  Every  perfon  muff  know  when  he 
has  been  in  danger  of  catching  the  in- 
fection. If,  in  a few  days  after  a fuf- 
picious  connexion,  he  perceives  a fmall 
ipeck  of  a pale  reddifh  colour  on  the 
parts  where  chancres  commonly  appear, 
and  if  this  fpeck  gradually  becomes  a 
fmall  boil,  which  afterwards  burfts  into 
an  ulcer,  he  has  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  infeCtion  has  taken  place,  and  that 
he  has  been  inoculated  * for  the  greater 
pox. 

Generally  there  is  only  one  chancre; 
but  they  frequently  come  in  cluf- 

* There  is  a wonderful  fimilarity  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  infection  in  the  lues  venerea  and  inoculated  fmall  pox. 
If  a fmall  quantity  of  matter  taken  from  a puftule  on 
the  point  of  a lancet  is  introduced  under  the  cuticle,  in 
two  or  three  days  a fmall  fpeck  of  a reddifh  colour  ap- 
pears, which  gradually  becomes  a pock.  The  matter  of 
this  pock,  taken  up  by  the  lymphatics,  and  carried  into 
the  fyftem,  communicates  the  difeafe, 
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lerSj  and  often  run  into  one  another,  fo 
as  to  cover  almofl  the  whole  prepuce, 
and  give  the  appearance  of  a foul  fpread- 
ing  ulcer.  Thefe  ulcers  generally  have 
callous  edges,  and  difehargea  thin  ichor. 
In  this,  however,  as  well  as  in  their  fize, 
they  differ  widely  from  one  another. 
The  mold  certain  criterion  of  a venereal 
ulcer  is,  that  inffead  of  healing  like 
another  fore,  it  fpreads  and  grows  worfe, 
unlefs  where  mercury  is  adminiffered. 
If  under  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  the  fore 
(hews  a difpofition  to  heal,  there  is  little 
reafon  to  doubt  of  its  being  venereal. 

Though  chancres,  under  proper  treat- 
ment, foon  put  on  a healing  appear- 
ance ; yet,  in  fome  cafes,  owing  perhaps 
to  the  patient's  conftitution,  or  the  pe- 
culiar virulence  of  the  matter,  they  will 
fpread,  become  phagedenic,  or  eating 
ulcers,  and  deffroy,  not  only  the  glans, 
but  even  the  whole  penis.  As  this  never 
happened  to  any  patient  who  had  been 
under  my  care  from  the  commencement 
of  the  difeafe,  I am  inclined  to  think  it 
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is  owing  either  to  improper  treatment 
or  ruegledf. 

Some  authors  think  that  thefe  corrod- 
ing chancres  are  owing  to  the  peculiar 
acrimony  of  the  matter  by  which  the 
infedtion  was  communicated  $ but 
to  me  this  appears  doubtful.  I have 
found  thefe  chancres,  even  where  they 
had  deffroyed  a part  of  the  penis,  yield 
to  a proper  treatment  as  readily  as  any 
other.  That  the  matter  which  pro- 
duces the  lues  may  poffefs  different  de- 
grees of  acrimony,  I will  not  pretend  to 
deny  ; but  that  this  will  not  account 
fairly  for  its  effects  on  different  habits* 
is  prefumable  from  what  happens  in 
other  difeafes.  Twenty  patients  inocu- 
lated for  the  fmall  pox  with  matter  taken 
from  the  fame  perfon,  fhali  each  of 
them  have  the  difeafe  in  a different  de- 
gree, and  to  fome  of  them  it  fliall  prove 
fatal. 


OP 
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OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF 
CHANCRES. 

The  fir  ft  caution  which  I fhall  giv6 
concerning  chancres,  is  to  keep  them 
eafy,  and  free  from  all  irritation.  The 
cure  of  a chancre  may  be  greatly  re- 
tarded by  walking,  riding,  or  violent  ex- 
ercife  of  any  kind.  Thefe  not  only 
tend  to  fret  the  fore,  but  toincreafethe  in- 
flammation, and  promote  the  abforption 
of  the  virus,  to  diffufe  it  more  quickly 
over  the  fyftem,  and  to  render  the  difeafe 
both  more  dangerous  and  difficult  of 
cure. 

The  next  caution  concerns  the  pati- 
ent's mode  of  living.  There  is  no  occa- 
fion  for  ftarving  a patient  during  the 
cure  of  a chancre;  but  fome  reftraint, 
fhould  be  put  upon  his  appetite.  No 
perfon  fhould  indulge  in  wine  and  a 
luxurious  diet  during  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury ; otherwife  he  will  not  only  retard 
the  cure,  but  endanger  an  hemorrhage, 
' \ by 
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by  keeping  up  too  great  a plethora,  or 
fulnels  of  the  veffels. 

An  important  rule  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  chancres  is,  to  keep  them 
clean.  This  alone  would  go  far  to  pre- 
vent all  the  mifchief  done  by  what  are 
called  corroding  chancres.  The  dif- 
charge  from  a wound  adls  as  a kind  of 
balfam,  and  promotes  the  cure  whereas 
the  matter  thrown  out  by  a chancre  is 
generally  of  a cauflic  quality,  and  cor- 
rodes the  parts  with  which  it  comes  into, 
contadl.  The  more  frequently,  there- 
fore, this  matter  is  removed,  the  better. 

I have  often  found  the  penis  fo  cor- 
roded by  thefe  eating  chancres  as  to  be 
almoft  deftroyed.  In  fuch  cafes  I order 
the  fores  to  be  wafhed  feveral  times  a 
day  with  milk  and  water  a little  warm, 
applied  by  means  of  a fyringe ; and, 
when  wafhed,  to  be  filled  with  dry  lint. 
After  the  lint  has  ftayed  in  for  fome 
hours,  and  has  become  moift  by  abforb- 
ing  the  matter,  I order  it  to  be  taken 
out,  the  fores  again  wafhed,  and  the  lint 
to  be  applied  as  before.  By  this  treat- 
ment, 
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ment,  and  the  ufe  of  mercury,  I have 
always  been  able  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
any  corroding  chancre  that  came  under 
my  care,  and  I have  reafon  to  think  it 
always  might  be  done. 

To  a patient  who  has  got  a chancre, 
my  firft  advice  is,  to  keep  it  clean.  This 
he  can  eafily  do  by  means  of  a fyringe, 
or  a rag  dipped  in  lukewarm  water. 
The  part  may  afterwards  be  dried  by 
preffing  it  gently  with  a foft  rag.  I ne- 
ver apply  any  healing  falve  to  a chan- 
cre it  will  always  heal  of  itfelf,  pro- 
vided a fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  is 
thrown  into  the  fyftem,  Should  it  be 
healed  by  any  other  means,  the  confe- 
rences might  be  dangerous. 

When  the  chancres  are  dried  up  fud- 
denly,  there  is  always  reafon  to  dread 
fome  bad  confequences.  In  dead  of 
fkinning  over  the  chancre,  and  making 
the  patient  believe  he  is  cured,  a practice 
but  too  common,  I generally  endeavour 
to  keep  it  open,  efpecially  when  it  feems 
difpofed  to  heal  quickly.  I think  it  is 
fafer  practice  not  to  ufe  any  efcharotics, 

as 
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as  they  tend  to  heal  the  chancres  too 
foon,  and  to  excite  buboes.  When  the 
chancres  feem  difpofed  to  fpread,  I ge- 
nerally order  them  to  be  fprinkled  with 
calomel,  which  is  one  way  of  throwing 
mercury  into  the  fyftem. 

On  the  very  firft  appearance  of  the 
chancre  I begin  to  throw  in  the  mer- 
cury in  whatever  form  is  mod:  agreeable 
to  the  patient.  If  he  prefers  a pill,  I 
order  him  to  take  two  grains  of  calcined, 
or  of  the  mild  muriated  mercury,  made 
into  a pill  with  crumb  of  bread,  evening 
and  morning.  If  his  mouth  is  not  fore  in 
a few  days, he  may  take  two  pills  at  night, 
and  one  in  the  morning ; and  if  thefe  do 
not  excite  fome  degree  of  falivation,  two 
may  be  taken  morning  and  evening. 

I feldom  find  more  than  four  trains 
in  the  day  needfary  to  make  the  mouth 
lore  ; and,  after  it  has  been  made  fore, 
one  grain  or  two  a day  will  generally  be 
fufficient  to  keep  it  fo  : I fay  keep  it  fo  j 
for  whatever  boa  ding  quacks  may  pre- 
tend, if  the  mercury  does  not  make  the 
mouth  fore,  and  if  the  forenefs  is  not 

kept 
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kept  up  for  fome  time,  the  cure  is  not 
to  be  depended  on. 

Should  the  pills  gripe,  or  run  off  by 
ffool,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  corredf  them 
by  adding  the  quarter  of  a grain  of  opi- 
um to  each  pill.  If  the  bowels  are  fo 
tender  as  not  to  retain  them  even  when 
corrected,  the  mercurial  ointment  muff 
be  ufed  in  their  ftead.  It  is  fortunate 
for  thofe  who  cannot  take  mercury  by 
the  mouth,  or  whofe  bowels  will  not 
bear  it,  that  it  can  be  adminiflered  by 
the  fkin  with  nearly  equal  effedf. 

The  patient  may  begin  with  a dram*' 
of  the  ointment  every  day,  w'hich  is  to 
be  rubbed  into  the  inner  fide  of  the 
thigh  with  a warm  hand  before  the  fire.- 
Should  the  fkin  become  inflamed  and 
tender,  the  part  muff  be  changed;  and 
if  the  patient  is  not  able  to  rub  it  ill 
fufficiently  himfelf,  he  muff  employ 
fome  other  perfon  to  do  it  for  him. 
The  quantity  of  ointment  may  be  gra- 
dually increafed  to  two  drams  a day ; 

* In  the  apothecary's  ounce  there  arc  eight  drams. 
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one  half  to  be  ufed  at  night,  and  the 
other  in  the  morning. 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  beforehand 
the  exact  quantity  of  ointment  that  will 
be  neceffary  to  perform  a cure.  It 
ought,  however,  to  be  continued  till  the 
fymptoms  difappear,  and  for  fome  time 
longer,  as  it  is  better  to  go  a little  be- 
yond the  mark  than  to  leave  any  re* 
mains  of  the  diforder  in  the  fyftem.  It 
is  feldom  we  can  trufl  to  fewer  than 
thirty  or  forty  drams ; and,  in  many 
cafes,  double  that  number  will  be  necef- 
fary  before  the  fymptoms  difappear. 

Though  the  mouth  ought  to  be  kept 
tender  for  fome  time,  it  is  not  the  fore 
mouth  that  cures  the  difeale  $ that  is 
only  a mark  of  the  fyftem’s  being  im- 
pregnated with  the  medicine.  Under 
thele  circumftances,  if  the  fymptoms 
difappear,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude 
that  the  patient  is  cured ; but,  for  the 
greater  fecurity,  the  medicines  ought 
always  to  be  perfifted  in  for  fome  time 
longer. 
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Though  a chancre  will  generally  pro- 
duce a pox,  yet,  if  the  preceding  courfe 
is  duly  perfifted  in,  this  will  feldom  be 
the  cafe  $ at  lead  I have  feen  few  in- 
ftances  of  its  having  happened.  I muft 
therefore  conclude,  that*when  a pox  is 
the  confequence  of  a chancre,  it  is,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  either  the  fault  of  the 
patient,  or  of  his  phyfician  ; as  this 
dreadful  malady  may,  in  mod:  cafes,  be 
prevented  by  proper  medicines,  duly 
perfifted  in,  during,  what  I call,  the 
chancred  ftate.  Improper  treatment, 
or  negleCt,  during  this  period  of  the 
difeafe,  does  moft  of  the  mifchief. 
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OF  THE  PHYMOSIS  AND 
PARAPHYMOSJS. 


When  the  forefkin  is  fo  contracted, 
that  the  glans  cannot  be  uncovered,  the 
difeafe  is  called  a phymofis ; and,  when 
the  contraction  is  formed  behind  the 
* glans, 
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glans,  fo  as  the  fkin  cannot  be  brought 
forward,  it  goes  by  the  iiame  of  a para* 
phymofis : Though,  generally  fpeaking, 
thefe  fymptoms  accompany  a venereal 
taint,  yet  they  may  both  exift  where 
there  is  no  infection  of  that  kind ; but, 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  they  are  not  fo 
dangerous. 

I have  feen  the  phymofis  in  fuch  a 
degree,  where  there  was  not  the  leaf!* 
fymptom  of  infection,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  lay  open  the  prepuce,  to  enable 

% ' . 1 

the  patient  to  pafs  his  urine.  This  pa- 
tient had  fymptoms  of  the  gravel,  and 
fuch  a continual  itching  in  the  point  of 
his  penis,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from 
rubbing  it.  This  feemed  to  be  the  caufe 
of  the  contraction,  which  was  fo  great, 
that  he  could  not  pafs  one  drop  of  water 
without  ufing  a knitting-needle  to  re- 
move the  foeculent  matter  that  flop- 
ped up  the  paffage. 

Thefe  parts  are  fo  differently  formed, 
in  different  men,  that  fome  may  be  faid 
to  have  $ natural  phymofis,  while  others 

k have 
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have  the  reverfe.  I have  feen  the  fore- 
fkin  fo  long,  that  above  three  inches  of 
it  were  amputated,  in  order  to  uncover 
the  glans  ; in  others,  the  glans  never  is 
covered,  but  remains  expofed  during  life. 
Neither  of  thefe  is  attended  with  any 
confiderable  degree  of  inconvenience,, 
unlefs  in  a difeafed  ftate.  When  inflam- 
mation occurs,  in  fuch  a conftrudtion  of 
the  parts,  firidfures  are  more  likely  to  be 
formed,  and  are  likewifewith  more  diffi- 
culty removed,  than  in  patients  where 
the  prepuce  moves  eafily  over  the  glans. 

There  is  a fpecies  of  phymofis,  owing 
to  conftrudtion,  which  I have  found  it 
neceflary  to  remove,  though  not  accom- 
panied with  any  difeafe  : I mean,  where 
the  frenum  adheres  to  the  glans  all  the 
way  to  the  mouth  of  the  urethra.  This 
not  only  impedes  the  bufinefs  of  gene- 
ration, but,  when  difeafe  takes  place,  it 
proves  highly  inconvenient,  as  the  fim- 
ple  operation  of  feparating  it  from  the 
glans  cannot  then  be  performed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  inflammation  and  fwelling  : 
r Nor 
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Nor  can  the  glans  be  completely  unco- 
vered while  this  adhefion  remains. 

Cafes  of  paraphymofis  likewife  occur 
without  infection.  A feeble  old  man. 
had  drawn  back  the  prepuce  behind  the 
glans,  and  not  being  able  to  return  it, 
was  fuffered  to  remain  in  this  fituation 
for  above  a week,  though  daily  vifited 
by  a country  furgeon.  Notwithstanding 
a coniiderable  degree  of  inflammation 

and  fwelling  had  taken  place,  I was  able 
to  remove  the  complaint,  without  an  in- 
cifion,  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour. 
Had  the  ftridlure  continued  much  long- 
er, a mortification  muft  have  enfued ; 
yet  the  patient  was  never  apprized  of 
his  danger*. 

I have  known  fome  young  men  bring 
on  a violent  paraphymofis  by  their  own 

* Boys  frequently  bring  on  a diforder  fimilar  to  this  by 
Hipping  rings  over  the  glans  : Not  being  able  to  bring 
them  back,  a violent  inflammation  enfiies,  which  cannot 
be  removed,  unlefc  the  ring  is  cut  or  broken,  a thing  not 
eafily  effr&ed  when  it  is  deep  funk  in  the  flefti.  The 
y,  e o fh arm  , is  generally  deterred  from, 

making  his  fituation  known  till  the  cafe  becomes  ex- 
tremely dangerous. 
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improper  condu£h  One  who  had  pulled 
back  the  fkin,  and  kept  it  there  till  it 
could  not  be  returned  without  making 
incifions  on  both  Tides,  faid  he  did  it  on 
purpofe  to  keep  the  glans  cool.  In  this 
cafe,  though  the  ftri&ure  was  removed, 
yet  the  glans  was  never  completely  co- 
vered, and  the  forefkin  remained  thick- 
ened, which,  in  all  probability,  will  be 
the  cafe  during  the  patient’s  life. 

Though  every  method  fhould  be  ufed 
to  keep  the  glans  clean  by  inje&ions,  and 
cool  by  fomentations,  poultices,  &c.  yet 
no  attempt  fhould  be  made  to  draw  the 
fkin  forcibly  back,  till  the  inflammation 
has  abated ; otherwife,  in  all  probability, 
a flridlure  will  be  formed  behind  the 
glans,  which  will  be  more  dangerous 
and  difficult  to  remove  than  the  former. 

A phymofis  frequently  occurs  in  go- 
norrhoea; but  the  moft  dangerous  is 
that  which  arifes  from  a chancre  con- 
cealed under  the  prepuce.  This,  if  neg- 
lected, will  not  only  keep  up  the  inflam- 
mation and  thickening  of  the  prepuce, 

but 
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but  will  corrode  the  glans,  and  even  the 
body  of  the  penis,  fo  as  totally  to  deftroy 
the  powers  of  generation,  and  of  connu- 
bial enjoyment. 

As  a phymolis  from  a venereal  caufe 
is  always  accompanied  with  inflamma- 
tion, our  great  aim  mult  be  to  remove 
that,  or  to  prevent  its  running  too  high. 
To  effedt  thefe  important  purpofes,  the 
patient  ought  to  avoid  all  violent  exer- 
tions, to  live  temperate,  or  rather  low, 
to  bleed,  and  ufe  cooling  purges,  with 
emollient  applications  to  the  part£  af- 
fected. The  genitals  fhould  be  fufpend- 
ed  in  a proper  bandage,  and  the  penis 
frequently  foaked  in  warm  milk  and 
water  : The  glans  ought  likewife  to  be 
cleaned  by  throwing  up  fome  milk  and 
water  with  a fyringe  between  it  and  the 
prepuce  feveral  times  a day. 

Where  thefe  things  are  duly  perfifled 
in,  the  inflammation  may  generally  he 
kept  under,  and  in  time  removed  y but 
if  neglected,  and  the  inflammation  fuf- 
fered  to  run  on,  much  mifehief  may  en- 
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fue.  Moll:  of  the  cafes  which  have  come 
under  my  eye,  where  the  penis  was  ma- 
terially injured,  belonged  to  this  clals, 
and  the  injury  had  been  occafioned  either 
by  the  improper  conduct  of  the  patient, 
or  the  inattention  of  thofe  who  had  the 
care  of  him. 

A man  of  an  inflammatory  habit,  and 
very  irregular  in  his  mode  of  living, 
while  afflidled  with  a virulent  gonor- 
rhoea, went  to  a feaft  in  the  country, 
where  fome  athletic  games  were  cele- 
brated: He  excelled  in  running,  w refi- 
ling, and  playing  at  foot-ball.  Not 
contented  with  coming  off  conqueror  at 
all  of  thefe,  he  muff  likewife  be  the  hero 
of  the  bottle,  to  accomplish  which  he  fat 
up  all  night,  and,  according  to  the  vul- 
gar phrafe,  laid  all  his  companions  under 
the  table.  The  conference  was  a vio- 
lent inflammation,  which  did  great  in- 
jury to  the  parts,  and  had  nearly  coft 
him  his  life. 

For  the  confluences  of  fuch  conduct, 
men  have  thenafeives  only  to  blame : 

But 
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But  fometimes  the  Faculty  are  in  fault. 
A few  days  ago  I attended  an  operation, 
which  evinced  the  danger  of  fuffering 
chancres  to  lie  concealed  under  the  pre- 
puce. A young  man,  who  had  been 
eight  months  under  the  care  of  a fur- 
geon,  and,  during  all  that  time,  had 
been  fwallowing  mercury  for  the  cure 
of  a phymofis,  was  fo  far  from  getting 
better,  that  he  grew  daily  worfe.  Night 
and  day  he  was  racked  with  extreme 
pain,  till  at  length,  worn  down  to  a fha- 
dow,  he  was  advifed  to  apply  to  me. 

Convinced  that  his  pain  was  occafion- 
ed  by  concealed  chancres,  I defired  my 
fon  to  lay  open  the  prepuce,  to  the  very 
bottom  of  the  glans,  when  all  that  ap- 
peared of  this  part  of  the  penis  was 
about  the  fize  of  a common  pea.  The 
patient  in  lefs  than  a fortnight,  without 
taking  one  grain  of  mercury,  was  per- 
fectly well.  Had  this  operation  not 
been  performed,  the  young  man  mud: 
have  been  totally  deprived  of  his  virility, 
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and  probably  of  his  life.  This  is  not 
the  only  time  I have  feen  the  operation 
attended  with  equal  fuccefs. 

Whenever  a patient  finds  a phymofis 
prove  obftinate,  and  is  tortured  with 
pain,  he  has  reafon  to  fufpe£l  that  fome 
bad  work  is  going  on  under  the  prepuce. 
It  is  then  time  to  take  further  advice  $ 
and,  if  an  incifion  is  recommended  by  a 
man  of  experience  and  obfervation,  it 
ought  to  be  performed  without  delay. 
I am  no  friend  to  operations  where  they 
can  be  avoided ; but  in  fuch  cafes  delays 

7 * . - V 

are  dangerous. 

I am  inclined  to  think,  if  due  atten- 
tion were  paid  to  fomentations,  poul- 
tices, emollient  injedlions,  &c.  incifion s 
would  feldom  be  neceflary ; but  people 
are  very  apt  to  negleft  things  that  are 
in  their  own  power,  and  trufl  to  medi- 
cine, which  they  think  poffefTes  a fpe- 
cific  virtue  to  remove  this  complaint, 
under  whatever  form  it  may  appear. 
This,  however,  is  a great  miftake : The 

parts 
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parts  of  generation  are  often  deftroyed 
where  immenfe  quantities  of  mercury 
have  been  taken.  . 

If,  after  all  endeavours,  the  prepuce 
cannot  be  drawn  back,  and  if  livid-co- 
loured fpots  fhould  appear  on  the  out- 
fide,  the  forelkin  Ihould  be  immediately 
cut  afunder,  and  the  ulcers  laid  open. 
Many  people  think  the  very  name  of  an 
inciflon  implies  mutilation  ; in  this  cafe 
however  mutilation  feldom  takes  place, 
but  from  the  neglect  of  incifions. 

The  paraphymofis,  during  the  flate 
of  inflammation,  muft  be,  in  all  re- 
flects, treated  as  the  phymolis.  The 
prepuce  mult,  if  poflible,  be  brought 
over  the  glans,  by  pulling  it  forward 
with  the  hand,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
comprefling  the  glans,  and  pulhing  it 
backwards  with  the  fingers.  This  ope- 
ration will  be  greatly  afiifled  by  the  ufe 
of  fome  oil,  foft  liniment,  or  cloths  dip- 
ped in  cold  water. 

To  lelfen  the  inflammation,  low  diet, 
bleeding,  foft  poultices,  and  emollient 

fomen- 
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fomentations,  are  to  be  ufed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  for  the  phymofis.  In  both 
cafes  I have  always  experienced  the 
greateft  advantage  from  the  application 
of  leeches : Nor  do  I recollect  to  have 
feen  any  bad  confequences  from  them. 

Should  all  attempts  to  bring  the  fore- 
fkin  over  the  glans  fail,  and  there  is 
danger  of  a mortification  taking  place, 
it  will  be  necefTary  to  make  incifions 
quite  through  the  folds  of  the  prepuce, 
in  order  to  prevent  a ftrangulation  and 
confequent  mortification  of  the  part. 
In  fome  cafes  of  ftrangulation,  the  glans 
abfolutely  drops  off,  and  the  patient  is 
relieved  by  an  effort  of  nature  without 
an  operation. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  moff,  if 
not  all,  the  baneful  confequences  arifing 
from  the  paraphymofis,  might  be  pre- 
vented by  a fufhcient  attention  to  the 
difeafe  in  its  firff  ftages.  Werfe  the  pa- 
tient careful  to  avoid  cold,  hard  drink- 
ing, and  violent  exertions,  during  the 
inflammatory  ftate,  he  would  feldom 

have 
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have  occafion  to  regret  the  mangling  and 
maiming  which  may  afterwards  be  necef- 
fary  to  lave  his  life. 

1 have  dwelt  the  longer  on  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  becaufe  they  are  rather  dightly 
palbed  over  by  mod  writers  on  this  fub- 
je<!d  ; and  likewife  becaufe  I have  feen 
more  mifchief  occafioned  by  negledfing 
them,  than  any  other  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe.  Thefe  occur  in  the 
early  dages  of  the  diforder;  and  the 
novice  in  the  venereal  pradtice  differs 
them  to  run  on  till  they  become  not  only 
more  than  a match  for  his  flrill,  but 
fometimes  diffidently  formidable  even 
to  the  mod  experienced  veteran  of  the 
Faculty. 

It  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  where 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  or  pox,  prevail, 
which  is  generally  the  cafe  both  in  the 
phymofis  and  paraphymofis,  it  will  be 
proper  to  adminider  mercury  in  the  fame 
manner  as  is  recommended  under  the 
treatment  of  Chancre. 
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mended  in  the  cure  of  lues  venerea, 
iome  of  which  have  been  deemed  fpeci- 
fics : but  none  of  them,  except  mercury, 
is  entitled  to  that  appellation,  or  has 
Rood  the  teft  of  time.  This  medicine 
may  be  truly  called  a fpecific.  Wher* 
duly  adminiftered  in  the  lues  venerea,  it 
will  be  found  almoft  infallible.  When 
mercury  fails  in  making  a cure,  it  is 
either  owing  to  its  being  badly  prepared, 
or  improperly  adminiftered.  A cure  is 
not  to  be  expected  from  the  ufe  of  mer- 
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cury,  after  the  parts  neceflary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  functions  of  life  have  been 
deftroyed.  Thefe  cannot  be  reftored  by 
mercury,  and  the  patient  muft  die.  I 
have  been  confulted  for  a man,  the  half 
of  whofe  face  was  eaten  away  by  the 
pox,  and  part  of  the  brain  laid  bare. 
No  one  would  blame  mercury  if  it  did 
not  fucceed  in  fuch  a cafe. 

When,  by  repeated  poxes,  the  con- 
ftitution  has  been  deftroyed,  and  the 
powers  of  life  exhaufted,  mercury  can- 
not be  expe&ed  to  reftore  them ; but 
while  there  is  a conftitution  to  work 
upon,  this  medicine  will  do  wonders.  I 
have  known  it  fucceed  even  where  a con- 
fumption,  arifing  from  a venereal  taint, 
had  made  great  progrefs ; and  Mr.  Bell 
fays,  he  has  feen  the  afthma,  rheuma- 
tifm,  epilepfy,  and  lunacy  itfelf,  when 
induced  by  the  venereal  taint,  yield  to 
mercury. 

It  is  now  a common  practice  to  ad^ 
minifter  mercury  as  an  alterative.  This 
manner  of  taking  mercury  muft  meet 
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the  wifhes  of  moft  patients  ; but,  to  ufe 
an  old  faying,  there  is  reafon  to  fear 
Cf  it  is  fhutting  the  door  while  the  thief 
“ remains  in  the  houfe.”  It  is  a plea- 
fant  thing  for  a man  to  hear  that  he  may 
go  about  his  bufinefs,  may  eat  and  drink 
what  he  pleafes,  go  abroad  in  all  wea- 
thers, and  be  radically  cured  of  a con- 
firmed pox. 

The  delicate  beau,  who  would  not, 
for  the  world,  have  his  breath  fmell, 
will  grafp  at  a method  of  cure  without 
affecting  the  mouth.  Such  a method 
may  fucceed  now  and  then,  but  I would 
not  advife  any  one  to  truft  to  it.  Till 
the  mouth  is  affected,  we  can  never  be 
certain  that  the  mercury  has  entered  the 
fyftem  ; and,  unlefs  the  fyftem  is  latu- 
rated,  the  effedfo  are  feldom  permanent. 

I do  not  mean  to  recommend  the  old 
praftice  of  exhibiting  mercury,  fo  as  to 
raife  a violent  falivation.  This  was  pro- 
duftive  of  many  bad  confequences,  and 
is  by  no  means  neceffary.  All  the  pur- 
pofes  of  mercury  may  be  anfwered  in  a 

much 
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much  milder  way  : I mean  by  a gentle 
falivation  ; or  a moderate  degree  of  fore- 
nefs  of  the  mouth  being  kept  up  for  a 
confiderabie  length  of  time. 

If  man  could  keep  a medium,  he 
would  be  perfect ; but  this  is  not  in  his 
nature  : He  flies  from  one  extreme  to 
another,  and  is  equally  wrong  in  both. 
This  has  been  ftridtly  the  cafe  with  re- 
gard to  the  exhibition  of  mercury. 
Many  conftitutions  have  been  ruined  by 
pufhing  it  too  far ; and  now  effects 
equally  hurtful  are  produced  from  its 
being  too  fparingly  adminiftered.  We 
are,  therefore,  to  follow  a middle  courfe, 
and,  if  poltible,  to  avoid  the  bad  con- 
fequences  arifing  from  either  of  the 
extremes. 

All  attempts  to  afcertain  the  precife 
mode  of  operation  of  mercury,  in  the 
cure  of  lues  venerea,  have  hitherto  proved 
abortive  : Nor  would  it  be  of  much  im- 
portance were  it  known.  To  effablifh 
the  character  of  a medicine,  it  is  fufli- 
cient  to  know,  that,  exhibited  in  a given 

quantity 
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quantity  for  a certain  length  of  time,  i{ 
will  remove  a diforder,  which,  without 
it,  would  prove  deftrudlive  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

There  is  no  ftandard  by  which  we  can 
fix  the  exadt  quantity  of  mercury  necef- 
fary  for  effedting  a cure.  The  difference 
of  conftitutions  is  fuch,  that  what  will 
cure  in  one  cafe,  will  not  be  fufficient  in 
another  ; befides,  there  are  many  other 
circumftances,  as  age,  fex,  climate,  fi- 
tuation  in  life,  and  fuch  like,  that  touft 
be  taken  into  confi deration  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  mercury. 

Mercury  is,  notwithflanding,  the  moft 
certain  medicine  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. Even  the  bark  is  not  fo  fure 
to  fucceed  in  intermitting  fevers  as  mer- 
cury in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  : 
But  the  fuccefs  of  both  depends  on  the 
mode  of  exhibition.  Bark  may  be  takeri 
for  a twelvemonth  without  curing  an 
ague ; yet  the  fame  quantity,  taken  in 
the  courfe  of  one  month,  will  remove  the 
difeafe. 
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The  fame  rule  holds  with  regard  to 
mercury:  Its  effedts  cannot  be  eftimated 
by  the  quantity  given,  without  attending 
to  the  time  in  which  it  is  adminiftered. 
Indeed  this  rule  applies  to  mod  medi- 
cines. If  the  patient  begins  with  fmall 
dofes,  even  of  poiforis,  he  may  ufe  them 
till  they  lofe  their  effedt,  fo  far  as  hardly  to 
have  any  influence  on  the  conflitution. 

Mercury,  as  a mineral,  or  taken  in 
its  crude  date,  is  almod  inert : If  it  acts 
at  all  as  a medicine,  in  this  date,  its 
action  depends  chiefly  on  its  weight  and 
fluidity.  Its  virtues,  as  a medicine,  mud 
therefore  depend  on  the  modes  of  pre- 
paring it.  Thefe,  indeed,  are  manifold  ; 
but,  as  my  pradlice  is  confined  to  a very 
few,  I fhall  only  take  notice  of  them* 
and  fhall  add  fome  obfervations  relative 
to  the  modes  of  preparing,  and  of  ad- 
mi  nidering  them  in  the  different  dages 
of  the  d lforder. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  chiefly 
employed  by  me  are,  the  ointment,  the 
calcined  mercury,  the  mild  muriated 

l mercury. 


162  Of  the  Infruments  of  Cure . 

mercury,  the  calomel,  and  the  corrofive 
fublimate : But,  as  I do  not  mean  to 
inftrudl  my  readers  in  the  chymical  pro- 
cefies  for  preparing  medicines,  but  to 
recommend  thofe  already  prepared,  all 
I have  to  obferve  is,  that  they  fhould  be 
careful  to  purchafe  them  from  men  of 
reputation,  as  no  art  affords  more  op- 
portunities of  fophiftication  than  chy- 
miftry. 

Even  the  crude  mercury  is  feldom  to 
be  obtained  pure.  It  polTeffes  the  power 
of  diffolving  other  metals,  and  keeping 
them  fufpended ; for  which  reafon  it 
ought  always  to  be  purified  before  it  is 
prepared  into  any  form  of  medicine  : 
But,  fuppofmg  the  mercury  to  be  pure, 
even  the  moft  fimple  preparation  of  it  is 
apt  to  be  improperly  made.  Both  the 
common  pill  and  the  ointment  are  pre- 
pared merely  by  trituration  ; but,  as  their 
whole  virtue  depends  on  the  complete 
fepa ration  of  the  globules,  unlefs  the 

trituration  is  continued  for  a very  confi- 

derable 
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derable  length  of  time,  the  medicine  is 
good  for  nothing*. 

Though  the  mercurial  ointment  pof- 
felles  fome  advantages  over  any  other 
preparation  of  mercury  3 yet  the  mode 
of  applying  it  is  fo  troublefome  and  dis- 
agreeable, that  moft  patients  vvifh  to 
avoid  it.  No  other  mode  of  application, 
however,  has  yet  been  thought  of,  which 
effectually  an  livers  the  fame  purpofe. 
For  this  reafon  we  muff  continue  the 
bfe  of  the  ointment,  till  time  or  obfer- 
' vation  fhall  difcover  a better  mode  of 
^throwing  mercury  into  the  fyflem. 

One  of  thegreateft  inconveniences  at- 
‘ tending  the  adminiftration  of  mercury 
is  the  effeft  it  often  has  on  the  ftomacli 
and  bowels.  The  bowels  of  many  pa- 
tients are  quite  unable  to  bear  the  mer- 
cury in  fuch  quantity  as  is  neceffary  to 
cure  the  difeafe.  Indeed,  when  tfercury 

I am  corii-Incecl  thit  no  mode  of  preparing  mercury- 
s preferable  to  funple  trituration  ; but,  to  feparate  the 
articles  of  this  mineral  fufficiently  by  trituration,  would 
Squire  more  labour  than,  I fear;  any  chymift  will  be 
ifpofed  to  beftow  upon  it. 
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runs  off  by  ftool,  it  is  very  apt  to  difap- 
point  the  expectations  of  the  phyfician ; 
and  the  quantity  of  opium  necefTary  to 
correCt  this  tendency  is  often  fo  great  as 
to  render  the  patient  ftupid  and  uncom- 
fortable. Mercury  will,  no  doubt, 
fometimes  affeCl  the  bowels,  even  when 
ufed  externally ; but  this  is  not  near  fo 
apt  to  happen  as  when  the  medicine  is 
taken  by  the  mouth. 

Though  the  mercurial  ointment  has 
fome  advantages,  and  will  fucceed  in 
moft  common  cafes,  yet,  in  obftinate 
venereal  affections,  I never  truft  to  it 
alone.  I have  feen  nodes  of  long  {land- 
ing yield  to  the  calcined  mercury,  after 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  the  ointment 
had  been  applied  without  any  apparent 
benefit.  A patient,  who  had  loft  a great 
part  of  the  penis,  told  me,  that,  by  the 
advice  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  he  had 
ufed  above  fixty  drams  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment without  any  benefit ; yet  this  gen- 
tleman was  perfectly  cured  by  the  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  accompanied  with  the 
c . Lifbon 
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Lilbon  diet  drink,  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks, 
and  continues  well  to  this  day. 

Though  the  corrofive  fublimate  pof- 
fefles  great  powers  as  a medicine,  it  is 
not  fo  much  in  ufe  as  formerly.  The 
tafte  is  highly  difgufting,  and  it  is  rather 
hurtful  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
Where  thefe  effedfs  can  be  obviated,  it 
is  an  excellent  medicine,  particularly  in 
venereal  affedlions  of  the  fkin.  The  belt 
way  to  prevent  its  hurting  the  fcomach 
or  bowels  is,  to  accompany  its  ufe  with 
fome  foft  decoclion  made  of  farinaceous 
fubftances,  as  the  decodtion  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  or  what  is  called  the  Lifbon  diet 
drink. 

The  moft  common  preparation  of 
mercury  now  in  ufe,  for  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  is  calomel.  Though 
inferior  to  the  calcined  or  the  muriated 
mercury,  yet,  in  common  cafes,  it  fel- 
dom  fails  to  perform  a cure.  Being 
perfe&ly  infipid,  it  excites  no  naufea, 
and  may  be  given,  even  to  infants,  with 
great  fafety.  As  it  is  a cheap  medicine, 

l 3 there 
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there  is  lefs  danger  of  its  being  adulte- 
rated than  thofe  which  are  ten  times  the 
value.  It  does  not  however  follow,  that 
calomel  is  never  adulterated,  though  it 
might  be  imprudent  here  to  mention  the 
modes  in  which  it  is  -done. 

I know  no  fyphilitic  taint  that  will 
not  yield  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  prepa- 
rations, when  applied  in  due  time ; but 
there  are  fome  auxiliaries,  which,  though 
they  will  not  cure  the  difeafe,  may  ne- 
vertheless be  of  ufe,  as  either  aiding  the 
operation  of  the  grand  fpecific,  or  pre- 
venting its  doing  injury  to  the  ftomach 
'and  bowels.  The  chief  of  thefe  are, 
antimony,  guiacum,  farfaparilla,  meze- 
reon,  and  opium. 

Guiacum  has  been  highly  extolled  for 
the  cure  of  lues  venerea  j but,  fince  the 
powers  of  mercury  were  better  known, 
it  has  loft  much  of  its  reputation,  and 
is  now  ufed  chiefly  as  an  ingredient  in 
the  Lifbon  diet  drink.  Some  pretend  to 
have  had  experience  of  its  good  effedls 
in  ulcers  and  blotches  cf  the  fkin  but 
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never  having  ufed  it  alone,  I cannot 
vouch  for  its  effedts ; nor  would  I 
advife  any  one  to  trud  to  it  for  a cure, 
unlefs  when  accompanied  with  mer- 
cury. , 

Sarfaparilla  has  alfo  been  faid  to  have 
cured  the  venereal  difeafe.  It  is  given 
in  powder,  extract,  and  decodtion.  The 
lad:  of  thefe  is  the  mod  common  form 
in  which  it  is  adminidered,  and  is  ge- 
nerally found  to  anfwer  the  bed.  I will 
not  affert  that  it  has  any  confiderable 
effedt  on  the  cure  of  lues  venerea,  but  I 
think  it  is  friendly  to  the  domach  and 
bowels  5 and  fome  think  it  proves  fer- 
viceable  where  mercury  is  found  to  have 
too  great  a tendency  to  run  off  by  the 
mouth. 

Of  mezereon  I can  fay  little,  never 
having  ufed  it  but  in  combination  with 
the  two  former  articles.  It  is,  however, 
an  aclive,  pungent  medicine ; and,  when 
combined  with  things  of  a milder  nature, 
may,  no  doubt,  have  its  ufe.  The  root 
and  bark  are  both  employed,  efpecially 

l + the 
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the  latter,  which  is  by  far  the  moft  ac- 
tive part*.  It  is  believed  to  have  en- 
tered into  the  compofition  of  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy’s Decodtion,  which  is  now  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  nearly  the  fame  as 
the  Lifbon  diet  drink  ; to  which,  judg- 
ing from  its  effects,  ] fhould  think  a 
little  mercury,  under  fome  form,  had 
been  added. 

In  a decoction  which  I have  long  ufed, 
as  an  accompaniment  to  mercury,  ail 
thefe  ingredients  are  combined,  and  I 
think  form  a better  medicine  than  can 
be  extra&ed  from  any  one  of  them  fe- 
parately.  I have  occafionally  ufed  an- 
timony in  the  crude  ftate ; but,  as  this 
gives  the  deco£lion  a very  dirty  appear- 
ance, of  late  I have  added  to  each  quart 
of  the  deco&ion  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
antimonial  wine,  more  or  lefs,  as  the 
patient’s-  ff  omach  could  bear. 

Opium  has  likewile  been  recommend- 
ed as  an  aid  to  mercury,  in  the  cure  of 

* A.  deco&ion  of  the  bark  is  faid  to  have  proved  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  throat. 

L ' . T ’ • • 
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lues  venerea,  and  Tome  have  gone  fo  far 
as  to  fay,  that  it  poffefies  powers  as  an 
antifyphilitic.  I have  not,  however,  been 
able  to  difcover  them  : All  the  ufe  I have 
ever  found  in  opium  was  from  its  feda- 
tive  effect  in  preventing  the  mercury 
from  running  off  by  the  bowels.  When 
the  bowels  are  too  irritable  to  retain 
mercury,  it  will  not  cure  the  difeafe.  In 
this  cafe  opium  may  a£t  as  an  auxiliary, 
by  detaining  the  mercury  in  the  fyftem. 


OF  THE  PROPER  REGIMEN 
DURING  A COURSE  OF  MERr 
CURY. 

The  fuccefs  of  mercury  is  often  fruf- 
trated  by  an  improper  regimen.  Few 
men  have  fufhcient  refolution  to  break 
off  their  former  habits  of  living  while 
under  a courfe  of  mercury.  They  will 
take  the  medicine,  but  cannot  refrain 
from  their  ufual  luxuries.  I have  often 
fern  the  cure  protracted  to  twice  the 

ufual 
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ufual  time,  for  which  no  other  reafon 
could  be  aftigned  but  the  patient’s  lux^ 
urious  manner  of  living. 

As  any  one  ft im ulus  may  counteract 
another,  why  may  not  the  ftimulus  of 
wine  counteract  that  of  mercury  ? I do 
not  mean  that  a patient,  under  a courfe 
of  mercury,  is  to  live  too  low,  neither 
do  I approve  of  very  copious  evacuations 
prior  to  the  patient’s  entering  on  fuch 
a courfe ; nor  indeed  of  any  at  all,  pro- 
vided the  patient  is  not  of  a full  or  in- 
flammatory habit.  When  that  is  the 
cafe,  bleeding  and  purging  may  be  ne- 
eefiary,  as  well  as  other  evacuations. 
As  far  as  my  recolleCtion  goes,  I 
think  the  cure  of  lues  venerea  goes  on 
more  (lowly  in  fat  than  in  lean  pa- 
tients. 

Though  the  patient  is  not  to  be  ftarv- 
cd  under  a courfe  of  mercury,  yet  there 
are  fame  things  that  will  difagree  with 
the  ftomaeh,  and  ought,  therefore,  not 
to  be  ufed  : For  example,  all  raw  vege- 
tables, and  whatever  is  apt  to  turn  four 
. ' or 
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or  rancid  on  the  ftomach,  ought  to  be 
avoided.  When  the  mercury  is  rubbed 
in,  thefe  cautions  are  lefs  neceflary ; but 
at  all  times  crude,  acid  vegetables,  ufed 
freely,  are  injurious  to  the  ftomach  and 
bowels. 

Few  things  are  more  injurious  to  a 
patient,  under  a courfe  of  mercury,  than 
expofure  to  cold.  In  a mild  climate,  I 
fhould  think  there  was  nooccafion  for  any 
confinement  under  a courfe  of  mercury; 
but  with  us,  who  have  all  the  feafons  in 
the  courfe  of  a few  days,  and  often  even 
in  one  day,  this  is  a matter  of  the  great- 
eft  importance.  Patients  get  well  under 
every  kind  of  treatment,  but  circumftan- 
ces  of  a very  untoward  nature  are  often 
occafioned  by  cold.  I am  fully  convin- 
ced that  one  half  df  the  medicine  gene- 
rally ufed  for  curing  the  lues  venerea 
would  fucceed,  were  patients  confined  to 
the  houfe  during  a courfe  of  mercury*. 

It 

• I am  fufficiently  aware  that  many  patients  cannot 
Jtcep  the  houfe  while  they  are  ufing  mercury  for  curing 

the 
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It  has  already  been  obferved  that  one 
of  the  mofl  difagreeable  effe&s  of  mer- 
cury is  its  tendency  to  run  off  by  the 
bowels.  No  doubt  this  may  be,  in  fome 
meafure,  corrected  by  opium  5 but  as  few 
patients  like  to  take  that  drug,  I would 
again  beg  leave  to  recommend  a due  at- 
tention to  warmth.  While  a fufiicient 
degree  of  perfpiration  is  kept  up,  jmer- 
cury  will  feldom  fall  on  the  bowels.  No 
fooner,  however,  is  this  evacuation 
checked,  than  the  bowels  are  affe&ed. 
All  the  patient’s  food  and  drink  ought 
to  be  a little  warm,  and  rather  of  eafy 
digeftion.  When  I recommend  warmth, 
I do  not  mean  that  the  patient  is  to  be 
kept  in  a profufe  fweat : this,  injjead  of 
promoting,  would  retard  the  cure,  and 
weaken  the  patient  to  no  purpofe. 

the  lues  venerea  ; but  thefe  patients  muft  lay  their  ac- 
count with  many  inconveniences,  and  thofe  fometimes 
of  a very  ferious  nature.  Indeed  molt  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences,  imputed  to  mercury,  are,  in  my  opinion,  owing 
to  taking  cold.  Some  fpeculative  writers  have  thought 
otherwife  ; but  a long  feries  of  cbfervaticn  has  convinced 
me  that  fluxes,  fevers,  and  even  madnefs,  may  be  produ- 
ced by  cold  under  a courfe  of  mercury. 
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Few  things  are  of  more  importance, 
during  a courle  of  mercury,  than  to  re- 
gulate the  patient’s  clothing.  If  linen 
is  worn  next  the  lkin,  it  is  not  only 
cold  and  chilly,  but,  when  moiftened  by 
the  perfpiration,  it  becomes  damp ; and 
the  moifture  is  taken  up  by  the  abforbent 
vefTels  which  open  on  the  fkin.  It 
would  be  a good  rule,  if  every  patient 
labouring  under  lues  venerea  were  to 
wear  flannel  next  the  fkin  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  cure. 

It  is  not  only  necefTary,  during  a 
courfe  of  mercury,  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  is  highly  ftimulating,  as  hot  fpices, 
high  -feafoned  difhes,  and  fuch  like ; but 
alfo  all  violent  exertions  of  bodily 
ftrength,  as  running,  wreftling,  hard 
riding,  &c.:  nor  is  tranquillity  of  mind 
lefs  necefTary.  All  the  bodily  functions 
may  be  difordered  by  violent  paflions ; 
and  when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  molt 
powerful  medicines  will  not  have  their 
proper  erfe&s  on  the  fyftem. 


OF 
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OF  BUBOES. 

Buboes  may  arife  from  different 
taufes  j blit  we  mean  only  to  treat  of 
the  venereal  bubo:  this  is  generally 
feated  in  the  groin,  and  is  attended  with 
fwelling,  pain,  and  inflammation  of  the 
part.  The  true  fyphilitic  bubo  is  com- 
monly preceded  by  a chancre  on  the 
glans  or  prepuce,  though  a chancre  is 
not  ne cedar y to  the  production  of  a 
bubo  : it  is  fometimes,.  though  feldom, 
the  firfl  fymptom  after  impure  coition. 
The  bubo  is  generally  Angle,  though 
fometimes  both  groins  are  at  once  af- 
fected. 

There  is  no  occafion  to  defcribe  the 
whole  abforbent  fyftem  to  explain  the 
theory  of  buboes.  It  is  fufiident  to  fay, 
that  every  part  of  the  body,  both  exter- 
nal and  internal,  is  repleniflied  with  ab- 
forbent veflels,  whofe  open  mouths  take 
up  more  or  lefs  of  every  fluid  that  is 

applied 
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applied  to  them.  Thefe  veflels  carry 

the  venereal  poifon  into  the  fyftem,  and 
ferve  likewife  to  convey  its  antidote. 

Whether  the  bubo  arifes  from  an  im- 
mediate abforption,  without  any  pre- 
vious local  eruption,  or  from  an  abforp- 
tion from  chancres,  or  a virulent  go- 
norrhoea, the  fymptoms  are  nearly  the 
fame.  Some,  indeed,  fuppofe  that  the 
bubo  may  arife  from  the  poifon  being 
conveyed  from  the  mafs  of  blood,  when 
univerfally  tainted  with  the  infe£tion ; 
but  this  opinion  is  by  no  means  well 
founded.  From  whatever  caufe  buboes 
proceed,  they  commonly  hold  the  fol- 
lowing progrefs : 7 

A fmall  hard  tumor  is  felt  in  one  or 
both  groins,  accompanied  with  fome 
degree  of  pain,  though  not  acute;  this 
tumor  gradually  increafes,  till  it  has  ar- 
rived at  maturity.  When  matter  begins 
to  be  formed,  the  bubo  becomes  very  ■ 
painful,  and  fometimes  excites  a flight 
degree  of  fever,  which  fubfldes  when 

the 
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the  fuppuration  of  the  bubo  Is  com- 
pleted. The  fize  of  buboes  at  the  time 
of  their  fuppuration  is  very  different} 
fome  of  them  are  not  larger  than  a wal- 
nut, while  others  exceed  the  bulk  of  an 
hen’s  egg.  The  fuppuration  of  the  bubo 
will  be  quick,  if  it  is  attended  with 
much  pain  3 but,  if  not  accompanied  with 
great  pain,  its  progrefs  will  be  flow. 

Buboes,  in  their  firif  lfage,  may  ge- 
nerally be  difperfed  3 by  which  much 
trouble,  pain,  and  inconvenience  to  the 
patient  will  be  prevented.,  But  this  me- 
thod of  treatment  is,  by  fome,  believed 
to  be  dangerous : they  fuppofe  that  a 
bubo  is  an  effort  of  nature  to  carry  off 
what  they  call  the  morbific  matter  of 
the  difeafe}  and  that,  by  difcuffing  it, 
the  venereal  poifon  is  repelled,  and 
thrown  into  the  fyftem*  On  this  fup- 
pofition,  it  was  formerly  deemed  good 
practice  always  to  promote  fuppuration, 
and  bring  the  bubo  to  discharge  matter 
as  foon  as  polfible.  But  this  practice  is 
not  founded  on  found  reafoning,  and  is 

by 
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rejected. 

In  /ome  of  the  moft  obftinate  venereal 
c des  vv nidi  have  fallen  under  my  obser- 
vation, the  buboes  have  fuppurated,  and 
fomen mes  fucceffion ; but  I could 


never  perceive  that  the  fuppuration 
tended  to  promote  the  cure,  or  to  render 
mercury  lefs  neceffary.  Befides,  the 
io,LS,  occafipned  by  the  breaking  or 
laying  open  of  the  buboes,  prove  often 
extremely  troublefome  and  difficult  of 
cure.  For  thefe  reafons,  J always,  in 

the  firfl  in  fiance,  attempt  the  difperfion 
of  a bubo. 


To  effeft  this  purpofe,  evacuants  ar, 
in  the  firft  place  to  be  ufed,  as  bleeding 
purging,  vomiting,  &c.  I have  known 
one  brilk  purge  carry  off  a bubo*,  and 
local  bleeding  has  often  had  the  fame 

. * Whc"  a;bub0  diftPP«"  m » few  days,  the  qus<* 

f°  *"  gra;  m;  a,Klwl,en  obttLai, 

"j  'T'"  UndCr  t beft  *««■«.  % plivfician 
r*J;  wI,ra  he»  «*  «*  cures  often 

"‘r  ,h!  "ff5nc f ">'*•'»«  which  poffrf.  no  real 

rtue,  and  hll  the  posk.ts  of  p,eUud«M  to  phjrf.c,  who 
ignorant  o*  that  Fcicnce. 
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effedh  This  may  be  done  by  cupping 
or  leeches : I generally  prefer  the  latter. 
The  fores,  indeed,  occafioned  by  the 
bite,  are  fometimes  flow  in  healing;  but 
this  is  a flight  inconvenience,  when  com- 
pared to  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
bleeding.  In  full  and  inflammatory 
habits,  the  patient  may  Iofe  blood  from 
the  arm  ; but,  in  general,  local  bleeding 
fucceeds  better.  Blood,  taken  from  or 
near  the  part  affected,  will  relieve  the 
patient  more,  while  it  weakens  him  lefs, 
than  a much  greater  quantity  taken 
from  the  general  mafs. 

Some  local  applications  ought  to  ac- 
company the  bleeding  and  purging, 
which  are  to  be  repeated  according  to 
circumftances.  I generally  ufe  repel- 
lent poultices,  mixed  with  Goulard’s 
extrafr,  or  the  fugar  of  lead ; though 
fome  prefer  the  following  ointment,  as 
being  lefs  troublefome : 

Take  of  mercurial  ointment,  one 
ounce  j 

Goulard’s  extrafr,  fifty  drops ; 

1 Powder 
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Powder  of  opium.  One  fcruple  i mix 
them  together  according  to  art. 

A little  of  this  ointment  may  be  rub- 
bed  on  or  near  to  the  part  affefted,  fe- 
Veral  times  a day. 

While  thefe  attempts  are  making  to 
difperfe  the  bubo,  the  patient  muft  ufe 
an  abftemious  regimen,  avoiding  all 
ffrong and  fermented  liquors;  alfo  food 
of  a heating  or  Simulating  nature. 
The  body  muft  be  kept  gently  open* 
and  all  violent  exertions  are  to  be  avoid- 
ed, as  riding,  running,  Wreftling,  and 
fuch-like.  This  rule  is  of  more  impor- 
tance than  is  generally  imagined,  as  muf- 
cular  motion  of  every  kind  tends  to  in- 
creafe  inflammation. 

During  thefe  attempts  to  difperfe  the 
bubo,  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  not  to  bd 
omitted : it  may  be  adminiftered  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  chancre ; 
only,  that  in  this  cafe  fome  prefer  the 
ointment  to  every  other  preparation  of 
meicuiy.  Their  leafon  for  giving  it 
the  preference  is,  that  it  can  be  applied 

m 2 near 
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near  to  the  parts  affedled,  and  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  be  taken  up  by  thofe 
lymphatic  veflels  which  carry  it  imme- 
diately to  the  difeafed  glands*. 

If  the  means  ufed  for  difperfing  the 
bubo  fhould  not  fucceed,  and  the  in- 
flammatory fymptoms  run  high,  fo  that 
the  fuppuration  feems  unavoidable,  they 
fhould  be  difcontinued,  and  proper  me- 
dicines  applied  for  promoting  the  fup- 
puration. For  this  purpofe,  emollient 
fomentations  and  ripening  poultices  are 
proper:  thefe  may  be  foftened  with 
fweet  oil  or  frefli  butter,  and  applied  to 
the  bubo  evening  and  morning.  If  it 
be  found  neceflary  to  haflen  the  fuppu- 

* The  quantity  of  mercury  necefiary  for  the  refolution 
of  a bubo  will  be  in  proportion  to  its  obftinacy  ; but  care 
mull  be  taken  not  to  hurt  the  conftitution.  Mr.  Hunter 
recommends  half  a dram  of  mercurial  ointment,  made 
with  equal  parts  of  quicklilver  and  hog’s-lard,  to  be  ufed 
every  night.  If  the  mouth  is  not  affefted  in  fix  or  eight 
days,  and  the  gland  does  not  readily  refolve,  two  fcruples, 
or  a dram,  may  be  applied  every  night ; and  if  there  be  no 
amendment,  more  mud  be  rubbed  in : in  Ihort,  if  the  re- 
duction proves  obllinate,  the  mercury  mull  be  pufhed  as  | 
far  as  can  be  done  without  railing  a violent  falivation. 

, .4  ration, 
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ration,  raw  onions  may  be  bruifed,  and 
fpread  on  the  poultice. 

To  promote  the  fuppuration,  the  pa- 
tient may  indulge  in  a more  nourifhing 
diet,  and  drink  a moderate  quantity  of 
wine.  If  the  pain  be  very  great,  to  al- 
leviate the  irritation,  and  procure  red, 
he  may  take  from  half  a grain  to  a grain 
of  opium  in  a pill  at  bed-time.  This 
will  likewife  tend  to  haften  the  forma- 

tion  of  matter,  and  fhorten  the  inflam- 
matory ftage. 

* 

When  the  bubo  has  arrived  at  matu- 
rity,  and  matter  is  formed,  the  common 
practice  is  to  open  the  abfcefs  with  a 
lancet,  or  by  means  of  cauftic ; but  it 
often  happens,  when  the  bubo  is  opened 
by  tnefe  methods,  that  it  is  not  perfedly 
ripe  *,  but  when  Nature  is  left  to  make 
the  opening  in  her  own  way,  it  always 
happens  when  it  ought,  and  generally 
heals  much  fooner,  and  with  lefs  incon- 
venience, than  when  opened  either  by 
incifion  or  cauftic. 

M 3 
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A?  foon  ns  the  abfcefs  is  broken,  the 
patient  ought  gently  to  prefs  out  the 
patter,  endeavouring,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  enlarge  the  orifice.  If  the  difeharge 
is  thick,  and  the  fuppuration  has  not 
been  tedious,  there  will  be  every  reafon 
to  expecd  that  the  abfcefs  will  foon  heal; 
but  if  the  fore  difeharges  a thin  fharp 
ichor  of  a brownifh  colour,  and  its  lips 
are  ragged,  and  of  a loofe,  flabby  appear- 
ance, the  cure  will  prove  both  tedious 
and  troubleforne. 

After  fqueezing  out  the  matter,  a lit- 
tle of  any  mild  ointment  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fore,  on  a bit  of  lint  or  foft 
rag,  and  the  whole  covered  with  a foft 
poultice.  This  may  be  renewed  twice 
a day,  prefling  out  the  matter  very  gent- 
ly before  it  is  applied.  The  fore  ought 
to  be  kept  clean  by  wafhing  it,  every 
time  the  poultice  is  renewed,  with  milk 
and  water  a little  warm.  The  time 
that  may  be  neceflary  for  healing  the 
bubo  cannot  be  afeertained,  as  it  de- 
pends 
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pends  entirely  on  the  patient’s  confti- 
tution. 

It  fometimes  happens,  after  feveral 
weeks  trial  of  the  above  method  of  treat- 
ment, that  the  fores  grow  worfe,  and 
the  patient’s  health  and  flrength  decline. 
In  this  cafe  it  will  be  neceffary  to  dif- 
continue  the  mercury,  and  to  put  the 
patient  on  a light  and  nourifhing  diet, 
with  an  allowance  of  three  or  four 
glades  of  found  red  port  wine  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day.  The  bark  muft  alfo 
be  taken  in  as  large  quantities  as  the 
ftomach  will  bear  it. 

I have  feen  a patient  fo  much  weak- 
ened by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  walk,  or  even  to  (land  j yet, 
by  going  into  the  country,  living  on  a 
light  nourifhing  diet,  and  drinking  the 
deco&ion  of  farfaparilla,  with  equal 
parts  of  new  milk,  he  got  well  in  a few 
weeks.  If  any  fymptoms  of  the  diforder 
remain  after  this  courfe,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  refume  the  ufe  of  the  grand 

m 4 fpecific. 
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fpccific,  mercury,  as  focn  as  the  patient 
is  able  to  bear  it. 

Though  mifehief.  is,  no  doubt,  done 
by  pufhing  the  mercury  too  far,  yet  I 
am  fully  perfuaded  that  ten  times  more 
proceeds  from  leaving  it  off  too  foon. 
The  patient  tires  of  taking  medicine,  and 
the  dodor,  willing  to  indulge  him,  gives 
him  permiffion  to  defift  before  the  bufi- 
nefs  is  completed.  Of  this,  I am  forry 
to  fay,  one  meets  with  too  many  proofs 
to  queftion  the  fad. 


OF  VENEREAL  ULCERS. 

A venereal  ulcer  may  appear  on  any 
part  of  the  body,  and  is  a fure  fign  that 
the  pcifon  has  pervaded  and  infeded 
every  part  of  the  fyftem.  Thefe  ulcers 
are  ufually  preceded  by  blotches,  which 
appear  firil  about  the  roots  of  the  hair, 

or  on  the  forehead,  where  they  go  by 

- the 
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ihe  name  of  a corona  veneris . They 
gradually  fpread  all  over  the  body,  and 
are  attended  with  itching  and  fome  de- 
gree of  pain.  A venereal  ulcer,  though 
not  very  painful,  quickly  becomes  deep, 
and  even  reaches  the  bone,  which  it 
renders  foul.  It  difcharges  a thin,  fee- 
tid,  corrofive  matter  3 and  cannot  be 
cured  but  by  a complete  and  well-con- 
duced courfe  of  mercury. 

- # -* 

It  is  of  i 
venereal  fr 
miftakes  in  this  matter  may  have  ferious 
confequences,  both  with  regard  to  the 
chara&er  of  patients,  and  the  method 
of  cure.  If  the  patient  has  reafon  to 
fufpecl  that  the  ulcer  may  be  venereal ; 
if  its  margin  be  hard,  the  furrounding 
lkin  preternaturally  red,  and  the  bottom 
covered  with  a white  (lough,  there  is 
ground  to  believe  it  is  venereal.  But 
the  mold  certain  conclufion  may  be 
drawn  from  the  ufe  of  mercury  : if  the 
ulcer  either  appears,  or  grows  w'orfe 
during  the  ufe  of  mercury,  it  is  proba- 
bly 


mportance  to  diftinguilh  the 
om  the  common  ulcer,  as 
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bly  not  venereal ; but  if  it  gets  better 
under  a proper  courfe  of  mercury,  there 
is  little  doubt  of  its  belonging  to  that 
elafs. 

Though  a chancre,  which  is  a venereal 
ulcer,  generally  appears  on  the  genitals, 
yet  thofe  ulcers  which  proceed  from  a 
contaminated  ftate  of  the  whole  fyftem, 
feldom  affe£t  the  parts  of  generation  : 
indeed,  there  is  no  part  of  the  furface 
of  the  body  where  they  occur  fo  feldom. 
This  clearly  proves,  what  we  have  be- 
fore afferted,  that  the  chancre  is  a local 
affection,  and  affords  no  proof  that  the 
fyftem  is  contaminated.  Almofl  every 
chancre  may  be  traced  to  a local  appli- 
cation of  the  venereal  poifon ; and  when 
the  poifon  can  be  arrefted  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  the  fyftem  will  not  be  generally 
affected. 

Though  venereal  ulcers  are  often 
preceded  by  blotches,  yet  this  is  not  al- 
ways the  cafe : fometimes  they  come 
without  any  previous  eruption,  and  at 
other  times  a number  of  fmall  pimples 

rife 
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rife  upon  the  fkin,  previous  to  the  ap- 
pearance  of  an  ulcer.  Nor  is  it  uncom- 
mon for  a flight  degree  of  itchinefs  only 
to  be  felt  on  the  part,  before  the  ulcer  is 
perceived. 

Venereal  ulcers  are  generally  pretty 
tra6lable?  and  heal  almofl  as  foon  as 
other  fores,  unlefs  there  is  fome  fault  in 
the  patient’s  conftitution.  When  this 
is  the  cafe,  they  often  prove  very  obfti- 
nate;  and  fometimes  even  bid  defiance 
to  the  great  antidote,  mercury.  The 
habits,  where  venereal  ulcers  prove  mod 
obftinate,  are  the  fcrofulous,  and  per- 
fons  deeply  affedled  with  the  fcurvy. 
As  both  thefe  habits  are  very  common 
in  this  country,  it  is  no  wonder  that  ye- 
nereal  complaints  fhould  fo  often  prove 
tedious,  and  difficult  to  cure, 

There  feems  to  be  fome  affinity  be- 
tween the  pox  and  fcrofula,  that  has  not 
yet  been  defined : where  the  fyflem  is 
deeply  affefted  by  the  latter,  the  former 
will  always  be  found  obftinate.  I have 
known  even  a bubo,  in  fuch  a habit, 

continue 
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continue  for  years  before  it  could  be 
sured,  notwithftanejing  the  liberal  ufe  of 
mercury ; and  fometimes  ulcers,  which 
feem  to  rife  from  a venereal  taint,  and 
will  not  yield  to  mercury,  rnay  be  cured 
by  fea- bathing,  which  is  almoft  a fpecific 
in  fcrofula. 

Venereal  ulcers  often  affeft  the  throat. 
Sometimes  an  ulcer  in  this  part  is  the 
firft  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  and,  being 
tniftaken  for  a common  fore  troat,  it  is 
often  improperly  treated.  The  ulcer 
generally  makes  its  appearance  on  the 
glands  called  amygdalae , from  their  re- 
femblance  to  almonds,  with  an  eryftpe- 
latous  or  reddifh  colour  in  the  parts  ad- 
jacent, and  a buffy  colour  at  the  bottom. 
It  is  not,  however,  confined  to  thefe 
glands,  but  fometimes  attacks  the  uvula, 
ton fds,  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  other 
adjacent  parts, 

It  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  be 
early  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thefe 
ulcers,  as  they  often  fpread  rapidly; 
and,  if  not  checked  by  mercury,  they 
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will  corrode  the  parts  on  which  they  fix, 
and  deftroy  the  organs  of  deglutition. 
Where  there  is  the  lead  reafon  to  fuf- 
pect  that  ulcers  of  the  throat  may  pro- 
ceed from  a venereal  taint,  the  patient 
ought  immediately  to  have  recourle  to 
the  bed  advice. 

The  fird  dep  towards  the  cure  of  an 
ulcer  in  the  throat  is,  to  afcertain  its 
caufe.  One  ofcen  meets  with  ulcerous 
throats  in  married  women,  which  have 
been  under  the  care  of  the  family  apo- 
thecary for  many  months,  without  any 
progrefs  having  been  made  towards  a 
cure  ; the  attendant  either  not  fufpecl- 
ing  the  real  caufe  of  the  complaint,  or 
not  daring  to  enquire  into  it.  The  huf- 
band,  who  takes  care  to  get  cured  him- 
felf,  and  leaves  his  wife  to  find  out  her 
diforder,  and  to  get  cured  as  fhe  can,  is 
at  once  cruel  and  unjud.' 

A venereal  ulcer  fometimes  affecf  s the 
womb.  This  too  is  apt  to.  be  midaken, 
and  treated  as  a cancer.  As  it  cannot 
be  examined,  like  the  fore  throat,  the 

bed 
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bed  and  fafed  way  is  to  condder  it  as 
venereal,  and  to  treat  it  accordingly.  If 
it  fhould  not  yield  to  mercury  and  its 
accompaniments,  the  caufe  becomes 
doubtful.  I would  then  recommend 
fea-bathing,  or  the  waters  of  Bareges, 
as  mod  likely  to  perform  a cure. 

In  whatever  part  of  the  body  a vene- 
real ulcer  appears,  its  cure  mud  be  at- 
tempted by  mercury.  Where  this  fails, 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpedt  either  that  the 
ulcer  is  not  truly  venereal,  or  that  it  has 
afTumed  a different  character,  and  re- 
quires a different  mode  of  treatment. 
In  this  cafe,  the  patient’s  drength  mud 
be  redored  by  nourifhing  diet  and  ge- 
nerous wines.  The  ufe  of  tonic  medi- 
cines, as  the  bark  and  deel,  will  likewife 
be  propers  and,  above  all,  I would 
recommend  cold  fea- bathing. 

A variety  of  ointments,  &c.  have  been 
recommended  in  the  cure  cf  venereal 
ulcers,  but  I lay  no  great  drefs  upon 
them.  The  chief  bufinefs  is  to  keep 
the  fore  clean,  and  to  throw  in  the  an- 
tidote 
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tidote  as  freely  as  the  patient’s  confti- 
tution  will  bear  it.  A lift  of  the  mod 
approved  medicines  for  local  application  , 
will,  however,  be  given  in  the  Appendix, 
with  directions  for  ufing  them. 


OF  VENEREAL  BLOTCHES,  AND 
OTHER  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE 
SKIN. 


It  has  been  obferved,  that  venereal 
ulcers  are  often  preceded  by  blotches. 
They,  as  well  as  the  ulcer,  prove  that 
the  fyftem  is  contaminated,  and  that  the 
poifon  has  diffufed  itfelf  through  the 
whole  frame.  There  is  no  part  of  the 
body  exempt  from  their  attack,  though 
they  appear  more  frequently  on  fome 

parts  than  on  others.  Some  ingenious 
attempts  have  been  made  to  account  for 
this ; but  they  are  more  fpecious  than 
folid. 


Though 


192  Of  Venereal  Blotches , etc . 

1 Though  blotches  are  fometimes  a pri- 
mary fymptom,  yet  I have  more  fre- 
quently found  them  a fecondary  one, 
.and  generally  the  effect  of  cold,  when 
the  body  was  charged  with  mercury,  and 
the  difeafe  not  totally  fubdued.  The 
eruptions,  in  this  cafe,  have  a very  un- 
feemly  appearance : but  there  is  reafon 
to  believe,  if  the  difeafe  were  not  thrown 
upon  the  jfkin,  that  the  confequences 
might  be  worfe. 

A few  years  ago,  a patient  of  mine* 
who  had  for  feme  time  been  under  a 
courle  of  mercury,  refufed  to  take  it  any 
longer,  becaufb  it  made  his  mouth  fore* 
and  was  attended  with  other  inconve- 
niences : contrary  to  my  advice,  he  went 
down  to  the  fea-fide  3 and,  as  it  was  the 
feafon  for  bathing,  like  many  others, 
without  any  precaution,  he  plunged 
headlong  into  the  water,  and  fvvam 
about  for  his  amufement.  How  often 
this  was  repeated  I do  not  know  3 but, 
oh  his  return  to  town,  he  came  to  me 
with  a face  fo  covered  with  blotches,  as 
^ * hardly 


Of  Venereal  Blotches,  etc . 193 

, * 

hardly  to  refemble  the  human  figure,, 
As  thefe  had  every  mark  of  venereal 
blotches,  I was  induced  to  put  him 
under  a frefh  courfe  of  mercury,  and  to 
continue  it  till  they  difappeared. 

At  prefent  I have  a gentleman  under 
my  care,  who,  during  the  fevere  froft  of 
laft  winter*,  was  taking  mercury*  I 
could  not  perfuade  him  to  keep  the 
houfe  : he  not  only  went  abroad,  but 
was  very  irregular  in  his  manner  of 
living.  The  confequence  was,  an  uni- 
verfal  eruption,  or  blotches  all  over,  but 
particularly  on  the  face.  They  are  now 
going  off  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  ; but  at 
one  time  they  exhibited  the  appearance 
of  a confluent  fmall  pox,  a little  after 
the  turn,  fo  exactly,  that  any  one,  at 
firfl  fight,  would  have  fuppofed  the  pa- 
tient was  juft  recovering  from  that  loath- 
fome  difeafe* 

Venereal  blotches  are  not  attended 
with  much  pain  they  excite,  however, 

# 1 794-5- 
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an  itchinefs,  which  makes  the  patient 
reftlefs  and  uneafy.  They  often  attack 
the  points  of  the  fingers,  efpecially  un- 
der the  nails ; and,  when  fuffered  to 
proceed,  a feparation  takes  place,  and 
the  nails  as  well  as  the  cuticle  fall  off : 
indeed,  whatever  feparates  the  cuticle 
will  take  oft  the  nails.  When  they  at- 
tack the  parts  covered  with  hair,  they 
not  only  prevent  its  growth,  but  fre- 
quently it  falls  off. 

There  are  other  cuticular  eruptions, 
as  the  herpes,  6cc.  which  may  be  mis- 
taken for  the  venereal,  by  people  not 
accuifomed  to  fee  thefe  things.  Herpetic 
eruptions  generally  appear  in  a circular 
form,  from  whence  they  get  the  name 
of  ring-worms.  They  are  broader  than 
the  venereal  blotches.  Befides,  the 
herpes  is  more  local  than  venereal  erup- 
tions, which  often  cover  the  greater  part 
of  the  body.  But  they  are  belt  known 
from  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  and 
the  patient’s  manner  of  life. 


Thefe, 
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Thefe,  like  other  venereal  affedlions, 
generally  yield  to  a proper  courfe  of 
mercury  ; though  fometimes  it  is  found 
necelfary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  antimony. 
This  may  either  be  done  by,adminifter- 
ing  Plummer’s  pill,  or  by  adding  fuch  a 
quantity  of  the  antimonial  wine,  or  of 
crude  antimony,  to  the  Lifbon  diet 
drink,  as  will  be  directed  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

Some  have  fuppofed,  and  not  without 
reafon,  that  the  corrolive  fublimate,  in 
affedtions  of  the  fkin,  is  preferable  to 
the  other  preparations  of  mercury.  In 
obftinate  cafes,  where  the  other  mercu- 
rial medicines  have  failed,  it  has  often, 
in  my  pradlice,  fucceeded  : indeed  I 
have  feldom  known  it  to  fail.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  adminiflered  with  care; 
and  it  will  be  more  fafe,  if  accom- 
panied with  the  decodtion  of  farfapa- 
rilla.  i 

Some  recommend  mercurial  ointment, 
or  lotions,  to  be  applied  externally;  but 
I am  no  friend  either  to  wet  or  greafy 
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applications  to  the  fkin.  When  the 
eruptions  are  hot  or  uneafy,  I treat  them 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  eryfipelas, 
by  fprinkling  them  with  fine  flour. 
Should  the  eruption,  however,  prove 
very  obdinate,  an  appropriated  ointment 
may  be  applied,  as  directed  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 


OF  THE  VENEREAL  NODE. 

The  venereal  virus,  when  fuffered  to 
remain  in  the  fydem,  fallens  at  lad  on 
the  bones ; and,  what  is  very  remark- 
able, it  commonly  feizes  on  the  mod 
folid  parts  of  the  bones,  and  where  they 
are  mod  thinly  covered  with  flefh,  as  the 
fhin-bones,  the  bones  of  the  head,  of  the 
arm,  &c.  Nor  is  it  lefs  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  wherever  it  fixes,  there  it 
remains,  and  is  never  known  to  leave  the 
part  till  it  is  dedroyed,  or  the  poifon 
conquered. 


The 
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The  true  node,  which  is  a hard  tu- 
mor riling  on  a bone  affeded  with  the 
venereal  virus,  does  not  appear  at  an 
early  period  of  the  difeafe  ; but,  in  cafes 
where  patients  are  expofed  to  cold,  or  in 
damp  fituations,  fwellings  of  the  muf- 
cles,  ligaments,  and  tendons,  will  ap- 
pear foon  after  the  infe&ion  has-; been 
received  into  the  fyffem.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, are  not  to  be  conlidered  as  genuine 
venereal  nodes. 

In  the  early  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  a ve- 
nereal node  occafions  little  pain,  and  is, 
for  that  reafon,  often  negleded  ; but  as 
the  tumor  increafes,  fo  does  the  pain,  till 
it  fometimes  becomes  quite  excruciating. 
I had  a patient,  who  was  fo  tormented 
with  a node,  that  he  ufed  to  get  out  of 
bed,  almoft  every  night,  and  fit  for 
hours  together  with  his  leg  immerfed  in 
a pail  of  cold  water.  In  fuch  cafes, 
fome  recommend  an  incifion  to  be  made 
as  deep  as  the  bone  for  the  whole  length 
of  the  node ; but  few  patients  will  fub- 
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mit  to  this  operation,  and  I have  always 
fucc, ceded  without  it. 

Sometimes  thefe  pains  are  miflaken 
for  the  rheum atifm,  but  they  may  eafily 
be  diftinguifhed  : the  rheumatifm  gene- 
rally  affedts  the  joints,  while  the  node 
rifes  in  the  middle  of  the  bone.  Be- 
fides,  the  rheumatifm  often  changes  its 
place,  and  even  fhifts  from  one  joint  to 
another  ; but  the  node,  as  has  been  al- 
ready obferved,  is  permanent. 

The  cure  of  nodes  evinces  the  won- 
derful powers  of  mercury  as  a medicine. 
That  it  fhould  be  able  ,to  purfue  the 
enemy  into  his  laft  retreat,  and,  when 
he  has  feized  on  the  mod  folid  parts  of 
the  fylfem,  which  he  is  fure,  if  negledt- 
ed,  to  deftroy ; I fay,  that,  in  this  cafe, 
a few  grains  of  mercury  fhould  diflodge 
the  foe,  and  reffore  the  patient  to  perfect 
health  and  foundnefs,  is  a thing  lcarcely 
credible. — Yet  it  is  fo  certain,  that  I do 
not  recolledt  ever  to  have  feen  mercury 
fail  in  the  cure  of  a node ; and,  even 

when 
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where  the  bones  have  become  carious, 
and  have  exfoliated,  the  patient  has  re- 
ceived a complete  cure,  and  has  not  only 
enjoyed  perfedt  health  himfelf,  but  been 
able  to  tranfmit  a found  conftitution  to 
his  progeny. 

In  the  cure  of  nodes,  it  is  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  apply  the  antidote 
as  foon  as  poffible  delay  not  only  ren- 
ders a greater  quantity  of  mercury  ne- 
cefTary,  but  endangers  the  bone.  I do 
not  recoiled!  to  have  feen  a bone  become 
carious,  or  an  operation  neceffary,  where 
the  mercury  had  been  applied  in  due 
time  and  quantity. 

The  miftake  is  generally  made  in  this 
way:  the  patient  puts  himfelf  under 
what  he  thinks  proper  care ; the  fymp- 
toms  difappear,  and  he  is  declared  to  be 
cured.  Some  months,  and  fometimcs 
years,  afterwards,  a flight  pain  is  felt, 
and  perhaps  fome  degree  of  fuelling 
appears  on  the  fliin-bone : this  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  rheumatic,  and  is  of  com  fe 
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neglected,  till  the  poifon  has  rendered 
the  bone  foul,  and  perhaps  carious. 

Every  perfon  who  has  had  the  lues 
venerea,  ought  to  be  on  his  guard  with 
j'efpect  1 9 the  appearance  of  nodes  $ 
and,  if  he  feels  pain,  or  perceives  any 
fwelling  on  thofe  parts  of  the  bone 
where  nodes  are  known  to  rife,  he  ought 
to  have  immediate  recourfe  to  the  anti- 
dote. Some,  in  this  cafe,  prefer  the 
ointment,  and  even  rub  it  on  the  part 
pffedted ; but  this  I confider  as  bad 
practice.  The  ointment  will  have  the 
fame  effe£l  if  rubbed  on  the  found  parts, 
and  the  fridlion  is  apt  to  hurt  the  dif- 
eafed  one.  The  ointment,  however,  in 
this  cafe,  is  not  my  favourite  remedy 
at  leaf!  I never  trull  to  it  alone.  I have 
feen  great  quantities  of  the  ointment 
ufed  for  the  dilcuffion  of  a node  with 
little  or  no  apparent  benefit  5 where  pills, 
made  of  the  calcined  mercury,  effedled  a 
complete  cure.  In  nodes  of  long  Hand- 
ing, more  mercury  will  be  neceflary  than 
in  any  other  fyphilitic  affe&ion. 


As 
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As  the  true  node  is  never  an  early 
fyraptom,  there  is  reafcn  to  fufpe6t  that 
it  is  owing  either  to  improper  treatment 
or  negleft. — A married  gentleman,  either 
to  lave  his  money  or  appearances,  put 
himfclf  under  the  care  of  an  apothecary 
in  the  environs  of  London,  who,  after 
forne  months’  attendance,  told  him  he 
was  cured.  Some  time  after,  he  came 
to  me,  with  a large  node  on  one  of  his 
legs,  for  which  I put  him  under  a courfe 
of  mercury.  He  had  fent  his  wife  into 
the  country,  to  live  with  her  relations* 
till  he  (hould  get  well ; but  unfortu- 
nately file  had  carried  the  infe6lion  along 
with  her.  Finding  herfelf  unwell,  (he 
applied  to  a country  apothecary,  who, 
being  a mere  goffip,  blabbed  the  matter 
among  her  friends : they  took  the  alarm, 
abufed  the  hulband,  and  had  very  near 
effected  a reparation.  I advifed  him  to 
bring  her  up  to  town,  and  put  her 
under  the  fame  courfe  of  medicine  as 
Jiimfelf.  In  a few  months  they  were 
1 both 
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both  well,  and  have  fince  had  feveral  fine 
children. 

A man  may  have  a misfortune,  or  be 
off  his  guard  at  one  time  or  another. 
When  this  happens,  and  he  has  reafon 
to  think,  or  even  to  fufpedt,  that  he  has 
injured  his  partner,  he  ought  imme- 
diately to  acquaint  her  with  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  to  take  the  fame  advice  for 
her  as  for  himfelf otherwife  he  may 
have  reafon  to  repent  of  his  condudl  as 
long  as  he  lives.  She  will  impute  all 
her  future  complaints  to  this  difeafe,  and 
will  never  believe  that  (he  has  been 
thoroughly  cured. 

When  the  matter  of  the  venereal  dif- 

■ 

eafe  falls  upon  the  tendons,  mufcles,  or 
ligaments,  fo  as  to  produce  tumors, 
which  have  a refemblance  to  nodes,  we 
muff  depend  entirely  on  mercury  for  the 
cure ; and,  if  ulcers  fhould  appear,  they 
muff  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as 
other  venereal  ulcers. 


OF 
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OF  EXCRESCENCES  ABOUT  THE 

SEAT. 

* ' ‘ 

We  have  already  taken  notice  of  thofe 
warty  excrefcences  which  occur  in  go- 
norrhoea, and  of  their  proper  method  of 

/ 

treatment : they  are  always  local,  and 
require  only  topical  applications.  But 
the  flefhy  excrefcences,  which  appear 
about  the  feat,  generally  mark  a con- 
firmed lues.  They  (hew  that  the  whole 
fyftem  is  contaminated,  and  will  only 
yield  to  a complete  courfe  of  mercury. 

Sometimes  thefe  excrefcences  appear 
along  with  the  blotches  on  other  parts 
of  the  body  ; nor  do  they  unfrequently 
fall  into  ulcers,  which  difcharge  a very 
offenfive  matter.  Thefe  ulcers  are  not 
very  fuperficial : they  often  run  to  a 
confiderable  depth,  and  I have  once  and 
again  feen  them  degenerate  into  fiftulous 
fores. 

Thefe  excrefcences  may  be  cut  off 
with  a knife,  or  eaten  away  by  caufiic ; 

but, 
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but,  unlefs  the  caufe  is  removed  by  a 
mercurial  courfe,  duly  perfifted  in,  they 
will  return  with  as  much  virulence  as 
before.  If  once  fubdued  by  a proper 
courfe  of  mercury,  they  are  feldom 
known  to  appear  again  on  the  fame 
parts.  But  it  does  not  follow,  when 
the  excrefcences  difappear,  that  the  poi- 
fon  is  eradicated  : the  difeafe  will  often 
break  out  again  with  great  virulence. 
When  this  happens,  recourfe  muft  again 
be  had  to  the  grand  fpecific.  Whatever 
aid  may  be  derived  from  other  medi- 
cines, they  are  only  to  be  confidered  as 
auxiliaries.  In  this  way  they  may  have 
their  ufe  ; but  whoever  trulls  to  them 
for  a radical  cure,  in  a confirmed  lues, 
will  be  miferably  difappointed. 

When  the  furfaces  of  thefe  excref- 
cences difcharge  matter,  fome  employ 
aflringent  lotions  to  heal  them,  left  the 
matter  (hould  be  abforbed,  and  diffufed 
over  the  fyftem.  I am  no  great  friend 
to  repellents  in  any  cafe ; they  are  apt 
to  deceive  the  patient,  and  to  make  him 

believe 
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believe  he  is  cured,  when  the  cafe  is 
otherwife.  But  to  cleanlinefs  I can  have 
no  objection.  It  has  already  been  re- 
commended in  the  treatment  of  venereal 
ulcers  ; and  when  thefe  excrefcences  dis- 
charge matter,  it  fhould  be  frequently 
wafhed  off  with  a piece  of  fpunge  dipped 
in  milk  and  water,  and  dry  lint  applied 
to  abforb  it.  When  finuous  ulcers  ap- 
pear, they  fhould  be  cleaned  by  injedt- 
ing  the  milk  and  water  with  a fyringe. 


EFFECTS  OF  THE  VENEREAL 
DISEASE  ON  THE  EYES  AND 
EARS. 

All  the  organs  of  fenfe  are  liable  to 
be  affedled  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  but 
particularly  the  eyes  and  ears.  Some  of 
the  mofl:  obflinate  inflammations  of  the 
eyes  that  I have  met  with  arofe  from  a 
venereal  taint.  A repelled  gonorrhoea 
is  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe  of 
this  fpecies  of  ophthalmia.  But  the  mofl 

dangerous 
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dangerous  affedtion  of  the  eyes  is  that 
which  proceeds  from  a confirmed  lues. 
This,  though  not  attended  with  much 
pain  or  inflammation,  frequently  ends 
in  total  blindnefs. 

When  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes 
fucceeds  to  a fudden  ftoppage  of  the 
difcharge  in  a gonorrhoea,  means  fhould 
be  ufed  to  reft  ore  the  running.  This 
may  be  done  by  ftimulating  injections 
frequently  thrown  up  the  urethra  by 
means  of  a fyringe.  The  manner  of 
preparing  and  ufing  thefe  injedlions,  as 
well  as  ftimulating  bougies,  will  be 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Appendix. 

The  treatment  of  this  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  the  common  ophthalmia.  The 
inflammatory  fymptoms  muft  be  taken 
off  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  other 
evacuations.  If  leeches  are  ufed,  they 
muft  be  applied  as  near  to  the  eyes  as 
can  be  done  with  fafety.  The  fame  ob- 
fervation  applies  to  bliftering-plafters. 
Slips  of  bliftering-plafter  may  be  ap- 
plied on  the  temples,  or  behind  the  ears. 
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and  kept  running  by  converting  them 
into  ifTues.  I have  known  fome  people, 
who  are  apt  to  have  their  eyes  inflamed, 
reap  great  benefit  from  wearing  threads 
of  worded,  fmeared  with  the  iffue  oint- 
ment, behind  the  ears. 

What  is  called  the  chronic  ophthalmia 
is  often  a fymptom  of  the  pox,  and  can 
only  be  cured  by  mercury.  In  this  cafe, 
mercury  muft  not  only  be  given  in  as 
large  quantities  as  the  patient  can  bear, 
but  muft  be  continued  for  a conlidera- 
ble  length  of  time,  which  muft  be  regu- 
lated by  its  effects,  as  well  as  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe  ; for  the  lues  venerea  in- 
duces different  diforders  of  the  eyes,  any 
of  which  may  end  in  blindnefs.  Some- 
times the  patient  is  affedled  with  a gutta 
ferena ; at  other  times  with  a cataradl 
and  not  unfrequently,  with  what  is 
worfe  than  either,  a fuffufton  of  the 
humours,  or  an  opacity  of  the  cornea.. 
A cataradt  may  be  extracted,  and  fome- 
times  mercury  will  cure  a gutta  ferena  ; 
but  when  the  humours  become  confufed, 
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or  the  cornea  lofes  its  tranfparency,  very, 
little  is  to  be  done. 

Befides  throwing  mercury  into  the 
fyftem  in  general,  fome  local  applica- 
tions are  recommended.  When  the 
eye-lids  are  affedted,  they  may  be  fre- 
quently anointed  with  the  mercurial 
ointment  3 or,  what  is  more  adfiye, 
with  an  ointment  compofed  of  five  or 
fix  parts  of  hogs-lard  to  one  of  the  un - 
guentum  citrinum  of  the  common  difpen- 
fatories.  This  may  be  made  flronger 
or  weaker,  as  the  parts  can  bear  it. 
Some  recommend  bathing  the  eyes,  five 
or  fix  times  a day,  with  a weak  folution 
of  the  corrofive  fublimate : this  muff 
likewife  be  adapted  to  the  patient's 
feelings. 

There  is  one  affedlion  of  the  eye, 
which,  though  truly  venereal,  is  fome- 
times  miftaken  for  a fifiula  lacry mails. 
It  is  feated  in  the  interior  angle  of  the 
eye,  and  is  attended  with  an  almoft  con - 
ftant  difcharge  of  tears,  which  keep 

trickling  down  the  cheek,  Theie  tears 

are 
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tire  prevented  from  finding  their  way  into 
the  nofe  through  the  lacrymal  fac,  by  the 
vifcid  matter  that  clofes  up  what  are  cal- 
led the  pun£la  lacrymalia.  This  matter 
may  be  fqueezed  out,  by  piefling  the 
part  with  the  finger. 

I had  a patient  fome  time  ago,  who 
had  iong  laboured  under  this  complaint : 
he  was  attended  by  a furgeoti  of  no  great 
experience,  who  had  not  the  lead:  fulpi- 
cion  of  what  was  the  real  caufe  of  his 
patient’s  diforder,  and  propofed  curing 
him  by  the  operation  for  the fifiula  lacry- 
malis . As  I took  it  to  be  a venereal 
fymptom,  I advifed  him  to  try  a courfe 
of  mercury,  by  which  the  complaint  was 
entirely  removed. 

The  ears,  .as  well  as  the  eyes,  are 
fometimes  the  feat  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe ; and,  in  fome  inftances,  it  defiroys 
the  fenfe  of  hearing  altogether.  When 
the  external  parts  of  the  ear  only  are 
affcdfed,  it  is  not  fo  dangerous ; though, 
in  fome  in  fiances,  the  external  palfage 
is  fo  Huffed  up  with  a dry,  fcurfy  mat- 
ter. 
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ter,  as  to  obftruft  the  hearing.  Bat  the 
gfeateft  danger  arifes  from  the  venereal 
difeafe  fixing  on  the  bones.  When  this 
is  the  cafe,  a difcharge  of  ill-coloured 
matter  enfues,  which  is  followed  by  an 
exfoliation  of  the  bones,  and  a total  lofs 
of  hearing. 

It  is  obferved,  that  no  fymptom  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  proves  more  obitinate 
than  deafnefs.  External  affedlions  of 
the  ear  may  be  removed  by  a courfe  of 
mercury  ; and  fo  may  deafnefs,  occa- 
fioned  by  an  ulceration  or  fwelling  of 
the  euftachian  tube,  where  it  opens  into 
the  throat ; but  when  the  difeafe  has 
fixed  upon  the  membrane,  or  bones  of 
the  ear,  no  advantage  is  to  be  expended 
from  mercury,  or  any  other  medicine 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The 
virus,  however,  may  be  totally  removed 
from  the  conftitution  by  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, though  the  local  fymptom  of  deaf- 
nefs flill  remain. 
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OF  INFANTS,  MOTHERS,  AND 

NURSES. 
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Some  fpeculative  writers  have  afferted 
that  a child  cdnnot  bring  the  venereal 
difeafe  into  the  world  with  it,  unlefs  it 
contradls  it  in  the  birth : I am  forry  to 
fay,  however,  that  proofs  of  the  con- 
trary are  too  numerous  to  admit  of  a 
doubt  *.  A man  muft  have  had  little 

pra&ice, 

i 

* We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  mark  the  re  fern - 
blancc  between  the  great  and  fmall  pox,  efpecially  with 
rcfpesft  to  the  mode  in  which  the  infection  may  be  com- 
municated. But  we  have  the  rnoft  unequivocal  proofs  of 
pregnant  women  communicating  the  fmall  pox  to  the 
infant  in  the  womb.  Children  have  not  only  been  born 
marked  with  the  fmall  pox,  but  with  puftulcs  on  the  fkin ; — 
the£e  puitules  have  come  to  maturity  ; matter  lias  been 

taken 
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practice,  who  has  not  feen  children  born 
with  fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea, 
which  could  not  be  contradled  in  the 
birth.  Fortunately,  indeed,  when  an 
infant  comes  into  the  world,  with  the 
nioft  unequivocal  fymptoms  of  this  dif- 
eafe  on  its  body,  it  can  be  cured.  The 
great  fpecific  can  be  adminiftered  to  in- 
fants as  well  as  to  adults ; and,  what  is 
very  remarkable,  the  former  often  bear 
it  better  than  the  latter. 

An  infant  born  with  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  is  commonly  very  delicate.  Its  flefn 
is  foft,  and  its  joints  are  feeble.  But 
the  moil  certain  marks  of  the  difeafe  ap- 
pear on  the  Ikin,  which  is  generally  co- 
vered with  blotches,  refembling  thofe  of 
the  venereal  kind  in ’adults.  Some-' 
times,  indeed,  the  child  appears  as  if  it 

taken  from  them  for  inoculation,  which  has  produced  the 
genuine  fmall  pox;  and  thefe  again  have  produced  others, 
&c.  No  theory  can  fet  afide  fafts : they  are  ftubborn 
things ; and  will  force  their  way  in  fpite  of  the  mod  in- 
genious reafoning.  No  argument  can  be  brought  againft 
a mother’s  infecting  a foetus  in  utcro  with  the  lues  venerea, 
that  does  not  apply  with  equal  force  againft  her  commu- 
nicating the  fmall  pox. 
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had  been  flayed,  or  had  the  cuticle  taken 
off  with  fealding  water : in  this  cafe, 
the  fingers  and  toes  feem  as  if  the  nails 
had  been  taken  off  along  with  the  fcarf- 
fkin. 

Occafionally  the  difeafe  does  not  ap- 
pear till  fome  days  after  the  birth,  when 
the  fymptoms  are  fomewhat  different 
from  the  above  ; although,  in  general, 
there  is  a refemblance.  The  eruptions 
are  at  firft  local,  but  afterwards,  if  not 

prevented  by  mercury,  they  fpread  fo  as 

...  . . • - -<  - - • - -•  - - ■*>  « 

to  cover  a great  part  of  the  body  ; nor 
are  inftances  wanting,  where  they  dis- 
charge a thin  ichor  of  a very  acrimoni- 
ous nature. 

When  the  difeafe  does  not  appear  till 
fome  time  after  the  birth,  its  firft  fymp- 
toms are  generally  perceived  about  the 
feat  and  parts  adjacent.  Thefe  are  co- 
vered with  irregular  blotches,  of  a red- 
difh  caff,  rifing  fomewhat  above  the 
furface  of  the  lkin,  and  covered  with 
moifrure : though,  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  the  eruption  has  a crufty  appear- 

o 3 ance. 
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ance,  and  often  falls  off  in  dry  fcales. 
On  the  forehead,  eyelids,  See.  it  gene- 
rally affumes  the  form  of  fcabby  excres- 
cences. 

For  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  in  in- 
fants, fome  recommend  giving  mercury 
to  the  mother  or  nurfe : as  the  mother 
generally  has  occafion  for  medicine  as 
well  as  the  child,  there  can  be  no  im- 
propriety in  this  pradlice ; but  we  would 
not  advife  any  one  to  trail  to  it  alone 
for  completing  the  cure.  The  infant 
ought  to  take  mercury  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  mother,  regard  being  had  to 
the  difference  of  age  and  conflitution. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that 
an  infant  will  require  more  mercury  to 
affedl  its  mouth,  in  proportion  to  its 
apparent  ftrength  than  an  adult.  In- 
deed 1 have  always  found,  in  exhibiting 
mercury  for  the  hydrocephalus,  that  it 
was  difficult  to  excite  a falivation  by  any 
quantity  that  one  could  venture  to  give 
ro  a child. 
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The  {kin  of  an  infant  is  fo  tender, 
that  it  can  hardly  bear  fri&ion  with  the 
mercurial  ointment  $ otherwife  this  mode 
of  application  would  be  a relief  to  the 
ftomach  and  bowels.  But  as  the  dofe 
is  very  fmall,  and  the  tafte  can  be  dif- 
guifed  by  fugar,  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
adminiftering  the  mercury  internally. 
The  fourth  part  of  a grain  of  calomel, 
or  of  calcined  mercury,  may  be  rubbed 
with  a fmall  quantity  of  fugar,  and 
given  in  a little  pap  three  or  four  times 
a day. 

Some  give  as  much  of  the  common 
mercurial  pill,  as  contains  the  fourth  of 
a grain  of  mercury,  four  times  a day. 
Others  prefer  the  mercuries  alkalifatus , 
which  they  adminifter  in  the  dofe  of 
half  a grain.  Whichever  of  thefe  is 
given,  it  mud  be  duly  perfifted  in,  other- 
wife  no  benefit  is  to  be  expedted.  Af- 
ter the  child  has  taken  mercury  four  or 
five  weeks,  it  may  be  difcontinued  for 
five  or  fix  days,  but  not  longer,  as  the 
adtion  of  the  mercury  fhould  never  be 

o 4 differed 
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fa  ffe  red  entirely  to  ceafe  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  cure.  How  long  that  may 
be  mu  ft  depend  on  circumftances  j but 
the  medicine  fhould  not  be  difcontinued 
when  the  fymptoms  difappear,  other- 
wife  they  will  return.  If  the  conftitu- 

j 

lion  will  bear  it,  the  mercury  may  be 
adminiflered,  with  occafional  intermif- 
fions,  for  two  or  three  months. 

Every  perfon  pofTeffed  of  humanity- 
will  agree  with  me  in  thinking,  that  a 
mother,  who  brings  an  infant  into  the 
world  infedfed  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
ought  to  fuckle  it  herfelf : it  is  a cruel 
thing  to  communicate  this  difeafe  to  an 
innocent  nurfe,  who,  in  all  probability, 
will  give  it  to  her  hufband,  by  which 
means  the  contagion  will  be  tranfmitted 
to  a family,  who  may  never  get  free 
from  it.  Though  people  in  genteel  life 
generally  get  cured  of  this  malady,  it  is 
not  the  cafe  with  the  lower  clafles  of 
mankind  : they  can  feldom  obtain  good 
advice  j and  when  they  do,  they  are  not 
in  a condition  to  follow  it. 
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When  the  mother  cannot  fuckle  the 
child,  which,  I admit,  is  fometimes  the 
cafe,  it  ought  to  be  brought  up  by  the 
hand.  Though  I by  no  means  approve 
cf  this  mode  of  nulling,  yet  the  life  or 
an  infant  is,  in  no  cafe,  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  that  of  the  mother  of 
a family.  I fay  life ; for  the  cafes  are 
by  no  means  uncommon,  where  the 
fuckling  an  infedled  child  has  proved 
fatal  to  the  nurfe,  and  deflruftive  to  her 
whole  family. 

Though  I do  not  know  a more  ini- 
quitous a’6f,  than  wilfully  to  commu- 
nicate an  infectious  diforder  to  an  inno- 
cent family ; yet  I l'ufpeCt,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  that  our  law  gives  no  redrefs  and, 
if  it  did,  what  compenfation  can  be  made 
for  ruining  the  conftitutions  of  a whole 
family  ? Nor  does  the  evil  Hop  here  : 

I have  known  the  infection  from  one 
child  communicated  to  feveral  families; 
Some  children  have  two  or  three  nurfes, 
and  give  it  to  them  all ; while  they,  in 
their  turn,  give  it  to  others,  and  fome- 
times 
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times  to  their  own.  So  there  is  no  fay- 
ing where  the  mifchief  may  end. 

Some  people  think  that  all  the  mifchief 
may  be  prevented  by  giving  medicine  to 
the  nurfe,  without  letting  her  know  for 
what  it  is  intended.  I never  knew  this 
fucceed.  A nurfe  will  never  do  juftice 

to  medicine,  if  fhe  think's  fhe  ails  no- 

» 

thing,  and  does  not  know  for  what  pur- 
pofe  it  is  given  and  if  fhe  is  told,  it  is 
ten  to  one  if  fhe  continues  to  fuckle  the 
child  any  longer.  Indeed,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  that,  by  fretting  and 
vexation,  fhe  will  lofe  her  milk,  or  turn 
it  into  a poifon  ; fo  that  the  poor  infant, 
ipflead  of  one  enemy,  has  two  to  com- 
bat. 

f t 

On  thefe  and  other  confiderations,  I 
would  advife,  where  there  are  figns  of 

infection,  and  the  mother  cannot  give 

* * 

fuck,  that  the  infant  fhould  always  be 
brought  up  by  the  hand.  Some  recom- 
mend this  method  of  nurfing  till  the 
child  is  cured,  and  then  to  give  it  the 
brcail ; but  to  this  plan  there  are  feveral 

obje&ions. 
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objeftions.  Few  children  will  fucl^ 
after  they  have  been  two  or  three  months 
without  the  breaft ; befides,  it  is  almoft 
impoflible  to  afcertain  the  time  when 
the  infant  is  completely  cured.  Many 
nurfes  have  been  infefted  by  giving  the 
bread  to  children  after  the  doftor  had 
announced  them  clean. 

But  in  thefe  matters  guilt  does  not 
attach  to  parents  alone  5 nurfes  are  often 
to  blame  : nor  can  parents  be  too  care- 
ful in  invedigating  the  ch  a rafters  of 
thofe  women  whom  they  employ  to 
fuckle  their  offspring.  An  innocent 
woman  may  communicate  the  infeftion 
by  not  knowing  die  is  injured  5 but 
when  a woman,  who  has  reafon  to  fuf- 
peft  that  ilie  has  received  the  infeftion, 
conceals  it,  and  undertakes  to  fuckle 
a found  child,  I hardly  know  any  pu- 
nifhment  too  levere  for  her.  This,  how- 
ever, to  my  knowledge,  is  no  uncommon 
praftice. 

Married  people,  or  people  about  to 
be  married,  cannot  be  too  cautious  in 

their 
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their  conduct  refpe&ing  this  diforder. 
What  a dreadful  inheritance  is  the  lues 
venerea  to  t ran  fruit  to  pofterity  ! yet 
many  men  are  wonderfully  inattentive 
to  this  matter.  I have  often  been  ap- 
plied to  for  a quick  cure,  as  the  party 
was  going  to  be  married.  In  this  I al- 
ways refufed  to  be  concerned  ; knowing 
that  the  patient  would  either  take  the 
medicine  too  quickly,  or  leave  it  off  too 
foon  ; both  of  which  might  have  ferious 
confequences.  But  there  are  abundance 
of  undertakers  for  this  difeafe  in  Lon- 
don, who  will  make  no  fcruple  of  pro- 
mifing  a complete  cure  in  three  days. 

No  doubt,  an  apparent  cure  may  be 
performed  in  three  days ; but  woe  be  to 
him  who  trufts  to  it.  It  is  an  eafy 
matter  to  dry  up  a chancre  j but  if  the 
poifon  has  been  taken  into  the  fyftem,  it 
is  only  fixing  the  diforder.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  afcertain  the  extent  of  the 
mifchief  done  by  pretenders  to  quick 
cures : indeed,  when  the  fyftem  is  in- 
fected, the  thing  is  impoffible.  Nor  is 

it 
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it  eafy  to  fettle  the  precife  time  at  which 
the  poifon  has,  or  has  not,  entered  the 
/yffem. 

As  the  pox  generally  proceeds  from 
a local  affection,  fome  truft  for  a cure 
to  burning  out  the  part  with  cauftic. 
It  may  fometimes  fucceed,  but  the  rifle 
is  too  great.  Should  the  poifon  have 
entered  the  fyffem,  this  painful  operation 
wall  be  of  no  ufe ; the  infection  will 
fhew  itfelf  in  one  fliape  or  another,  and 
the  cure  will  be  more  difficult  than  if  it 
had  been  taken  in  time.  Even  in  preg- 
nant women  the  antidote  is  not  to  be 
negle<5fed ; otherwife  the  mother  and 
child  will  both  be  fufferers. 

When  it  is  neceffary  to  give  mercury 
to  pregnant  women,  it  ought  always  to 
be  done  with  caution ; fliould  it  run  off 
by  the  bowels,  there  will  be  danger  of 
an  abortion.  1 have  known  one  draflic 
purge  caufe  an  abortion,  and  coft  the 
woman  her  life ; indeed,  when  an  abor- 
tion is  occafioned  by  violent  means  of 
any  kind,  the  mother's  life  is  in  danger. 

i Mercury 
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Mercury  ought,  therefore,  always  to  be 
adminiftered  to  pregnant  women  in  form 
of  ointment.  This  mode  of  application 
will  generally  cure  the  difeafe,  without 
endangering  the  life  of  the  mother  or 
feet  us  * 

.1 

One  common  confequence  of  venereal 
infection  lurking  in  the  habit,  is  abor- 
tion. This  fliould  make  breeding  wo- 
men very  careful  to  avoid  the  conta- 
gion ; and  when  they  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  catch  it,  no  means  (hould  be 
left  uneffayed  to  get  thoroughly  cured. 
By  frequent  abortions,  women  not  only 
lofe  their  progeny,  but  ruin  their  health. 
A woman  is  more  hurt  by  one  abortion, 
than  by  bringing  feveral  children  to  the 
full  time  : befides,  every  abortion  paves 
the  way  to  another,  till  at  length  the 
conftitution  is  ruined.  I hardly  recoi- 
led one  inftance  of  a woman  who  had 
had  the  misfortune  often,  that  was  not 
broken  down  by  fome  particular  difeafe, 
or  laboured  under  a train  of  nervous 
affections,  which  were  more  than  fuffi- 
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dent  to  render  life  completely  mife- 
rable. 

Abortions  from  this  caufe  generally 
happen  about  the  fixth  or  feventh 
month ; and  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
they  are  more  numerous  than  is  com* 
monly  imagined.  Mr.  Bell,  of  Edin- 
burgh, confiders  the  lues  as  a frequent 
caufe  of  abortion ; and  adds,  that  a well- 
cond uded  courfe  of  mercury  will  feldom 
fail  to  prevent  it.  The  mode  of  admi- 
niftering  mercury  to  pregnant  women 
has  already  been  pointed  out.  The 
courfe,  however,  muft  be  continued  for 
a confiderable  length  of  time ; otherwife 
the  fuccefs  will  be  doubtful.  In  this 
difeafe  nothing  is  done,  while  any  thing 
is  left  undone. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  VII. 


OF  SOME  IRREGULAR  SYMP- 
TOMS. 


Th  OUGH  few  difeafes  are  better 
underftood,  or  have  had  their  fymptoms 
more  accurately  defcribed,  than  the  lues 
venerea ; yet  it  fometimes  appears  in 
fuch  a queftionable  fhape,  that  the  moft 
experienced  pra&itioner  may  miflake  it 
for  fome  other  malady.  This  indeed 
feldom  happens,  unlefs  where  the  difeafe 
has  lodged  long  in  the  conflitution,  or 
has  affumed  a character  different  from  its 
real  one. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  know 
when  a difeafe  proceeds  from  a latent 
venereal  taint ; as,  in  fuch  cafe,  no  me- 
dicine 
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dicine  except  mercury  can  be  depended 
on  for  a cure.  One  often  fees  fymp- 
toms where  mercury  would  feem  to  be 
highly  improper,  yet  they  will  not  yield 
to  any  other  medicine.  When  the  real 
caufe  of  thefe  fymptoms  is  not  fufpefted, 
the  patient  is  fuffered  to  linger  out  a 
miferable  exigence  till  he  dies. 

In  dnbiis  fufpice  luem  — in  doubtful 
cafes  fufpeCt  a pox — was  a maxim  with 
the  great  Dr.  Boerhaave,  and  ought  to 
be  fo  with  every  practitioner  in  phyfic, 
efpecially  in  a great  town.  When  fymp- 
toms appear,  for  which  an  obvious  caufe 
cannot  be  affigned,  the  phyfician  ought 
to  make  the  ftriCteft  inquiry  concerning 
the  patient’s  character  and  manner  of 
life  ; particularly,  if  at  any  time  he  has 
had  the  venereal  difeafe  ? what  were  its 

1 1 - 

fymptoms,  and  how  were  they  treated, 
&c.  ? If  he  has  reafon  to  fufpeCt  a lurk- 
ing lues,  the  fpecific  mult  be  adminiftered 
in  fuch  manner  as  is  belt  fuited  to  the 
patient’s  conftitution. 
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When  doubtful  fymptoms  appea  , h 
will  fometimes  be  difficult  to  fay  wL- 
ther  they  proceed  from  the  remedy,  or 
the  difeafe.  The  only  way  in  which 
this  can  be  afcertained,  is  to  try  if  the 
fymptoms  will  yield  to  mercury.  If 
they  grow  worfe  under  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine,  it  ought  to  be  difcontinued  ^ 
but  when  a cough,  hedic  fever,  or  other 
dangerous  fymptoms,  feem,  in  any  mea- 
fure,  to  give  way  to  mercury,  it  ought 
certainly  to  be  continued  till  they  dis- 
appear. 

AiTe£lions  of  the  fkin,  which  pafs  for 
Scorbutic,  are  pot  unfrequently  of  the 
venereal  kind ; as  the  dry  fcurfy  chaps 
on  the  feet  and  palms  of  the  hands,  the 
thickening  of  the  fkin  in  Several  parts  of 
the  body,  &c.  All  thefe  require  the  ufe 
of  mercury  both  externally  and  inter- 
nally. The  heft  external  application  is 
the  unguent  uni  citrinum,  or  yellow 
ointment,  which  muff  be  reduced  by 
hog’s -lard,  as  directed  in  the  Appenc^x‘ 

I know 
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I know  no  better  medicine  for  internal 
ufe,  than  pills  made  of  the  mild  mu- 
riated  mercury. 


Sores,  which  affume  a cancerous  ap- 
pearance, are  fometimes  occafioned  by 
the  venereal  poifon  lurking  in  the  habit  3 
and  fome  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
produce  the  real  cancer.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  thefe  fores  require  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury ; nor  will  fores  of  a venereal  kind 
yield  to  any  other  medicine,  Some- 
times, indeed,  external  applications  are 
neceffary ; nor  can  the  fores  be  healed 
without  the  ufe  of  cauftics  and  efcharo- 
tics  of  the  moff  a6live  kind. 


Pains,  which  referable  the  rheumatic 
are  often  occafioned  by  a venereal  taint 

Wm  m and  f°me  thinft 

thofe  (harp,  flying  pains,  which  aff'ea 

f 16  )aVV?’  "ec!:’  and  Parts  adjacent,  arife 
hom  the  fame  caufe.  When  thefe  pains 

are  excruciating,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
.admin lifer  opiates  along  with  mercury 
or  their  relief.  Some,  in  this  cafe  re- 
commend Dover’s  powder,  which  is  far 
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from  being  an  improper  medicine.  It 
afts  both  as  an  anodyne  and  fudorific. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  fevers  of  the 
intermittent  kind  have  fometimes  been 
induced  by  the  venereal  poifon  lurking 
in  the  habit.  I can  only  fay,  that  thefe 
have  not  occurred  in  my  practice ; nor 
do  I think  it  follows,  that  a fever  was 
excited  by  the  venereal  poifon,  becaufe 
it  is  cured  by  mercury.  Jf,  however, 
there  is  ground  to  fufpe£t  that  the  inter- 
mittent fever  proceeds  from  this  caufe, 
the  antidote  ought  certainly  to  be  admi- 
niftered. 

Whether  intermittents  occur  or  not, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  fever  is  often  ex- 
cited by  the  venereal  poifon.  The  fever 
which  occurs  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
difeafe  is  fymptomatic,  and  generally 
goes  off  with  the  buboes,  and  other 

O 7 

fymptoms,  that  gave  rife  to  it.  But 
the  fever  which  comes  on  in  the  advan- 
ced periods,  without  any  apparent  caufc, 
yet  owes  its  exigence  to  the  venereal 
infeSion,  is  of  an  obftinate  nature, 

and 


Of  fime  irregular  Symptoms:  229 

and  fometimes  will  not  yield  to  any  me- 
dicine. 

This  fever  is  generally  accompanied 
with  a quick  pulfe,  lofs  of  appetite,  de- 
cay of  ftrength,  wafting  of  the  flelh, 
colliquative  fweats,  and  other  fymptoms 
Oi  a confumption : nor  are  anxiety, 
reftieflhefs,  and  extreme  irritability,  un- 
common fymptoms.  Even  here,  where 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  the  fever 
arifes  from  the  venereal  contagion,  the 
Specific  muft  be  adminiftered.  It  Ihould, 
however,  be  given  with  the  greateft  cau- 
tion, and  difcon tin ued  if  the  fymptoms 

grow  worfe,  or  the  patient  is  unable  to 
bear  it. 

What  is  called  the  alterative  courfe 
muft  here  be  ftriftly  obferved,  beginning 
with  the  very  fmalleft  dofes,  as  half  a 
grain,  and  enlarging  them  by  degrees. 
If  the  fever  abates  by  the  ufe  of  Mer- 
cury, and  the  fweats,  &c.  grow  better, 
it  ought  of  courfe  to  be  continued.  It 
may  be  aflifted  either  by  the  Lifbon  diet- 
drink,  or  the  farfaparilla  in  powder,  a 

p 3 tea- 
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tea-fpoonful  of  which  may  be  taken  in 
a little  of  the  patient’s  drink  five  or  fix 
times  a day,  or  the  medicine  may  be 
taken  in  decodlion,  as  diredled  elfe- 
where. 

The  patient’s  diet  in  this  cafe  muft  be 
light,  but  rather  of  anourilhing  nature. 
Some  recommend  a milk  diet ; but, 
when  the  powers  of  digeftion  are  weak, 
milk  feldom  agrees  with  the  flomach. 
To  afles*  milk,  however,  I have  no  ob- 
jection. This  feldom  difagrees  even 
with  the  weakefl  flomach,  and  has  the 
double  advantage  of  ferving  both  for 
food  and  medicine.  It  may  be  taken 
from  a gill  evening  and  morning,  to  3 
pint,  or  a pint  and  a half  in  the  day. 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  has  fo  far 
changed  its  nature,  as  to  refifl  the 
powers  of  mercury  in  every  fhape  in 
which  it  can  be  adminiflered,  I would 
advife  the  patient  to  difeontinue  its  ufe 
for  fome  time,  to  go  into  the  country, 
take  gentle  exercife  in  the  open  air,  and 
change  his  low  diet  for  one  that  is  gene- 
rous 
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i'°us  and  invigorating.  This  may  be 
a /lifted  by  taking,  three  or  four  times 
a day,,  a tea-fpoonful  of  Huxham’s 
tinefture  of  the  bark  in  a giafs  of  gene- 
rous  wine. 

When  the  patient  has  fuffiefentfy  re- 
covered his  ftrength  and  fpirits,  if  there 
is  any  reafon  to  fufpeft:  that  the  poifon 
ftill  lurks  in  the  conftitution,  recourfe 
muft  be  had  to  mercury  for  its  expul- 
hon.  But  as  this  is  a very  difficult  quef- 
tion  to  refolve,  I would  advife  the  pa- 
tient, in  this,  and  every  doubtful  cafe, 
to  take  the  opinion  of  an  able  and  expe- 
rienced practitioner* 


OF  DISEASES  WHICH  RESEMBLE 
THE  LUES  VENEREA. 


It  is  of  great  importance  to  be  able  to 
<liftinguifh  the  venereal  difeafe  from 
others  which  bear  a refemblance  to  it 
Where  due  attention  is  not  paid  to  this, 

p 4 great 
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great  errors  may  be  committed  in  prac- 
tice. The  medicines  neceffary  for  the 
cure  of  lues  venerea  will  often  do  mif- 
chief  when  adminiftered  in  cafes  which, 
though  they  may  refemble  the  venereal, 
yet  do  not  belong  to  that  clafs. 

Nor  is  the  danger  lefs,  when,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal,  the  fpecific  is  omitted. 
I have  often  occafion  to  fee  patients,  who 
had  been  told  that  their  difeafe  was  not 
venereal,  and  had  been  negle&ed  or 
tampered  with,  till  their  (ituation  was 
truly  deplorable.  It  is  certainly  true, 
that  many  who  pretend  to  cure  this  dif- 
eafe, do  not  know  all  the  forms  under 
which  it  appears  in  different  patients. 
Thefe  indeed  are  various,  and  will  fome- 
tirnes  deceive  even  the  mod:  experienced 
pra&itioner. 

A difeafe  can  only  be  known  from  its 
fymptoms,  and  even  thefe  will  fome- 
times  miflead  an  inattentive  obferver. 
It  is  the  aggregate  of  fymptoms  which 
conftitutes  the  difeafe,  and  not  any  Tin- 
gle one.  There  is  hardly  one  fymptom 

of 
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of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  may  not 
exifl  where  the  infection  had  never  been 
received  but  where  all  the  leading  fymp-r 
toms  are  found,  and  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  concur  to  prove  it  is  vene- 
real, we  may  almofl  arrive  at  a cer- 
tainty. 

There  are  certain  modifications,  how- 
ever, of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which, 
though  they  differ  in  fome  fymptoms, 
are  fo  fimilar  in  their  effects  on  the  fyf, 
tern,  that  they  require  nearly  the  fame 
method  of  treatment.  Thefe,  in  dif- 
ferent countries,  are  known  by  different 
names ; as  the  Yaws  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
Mai  Anglois  in  Canada,  and  in  North 
Britain,  Sivvens  or  Sibbens.  As  this 
diforder  has  never  come  under  my  in- 
fpedlion,  in  any  fhapc,  I fhall  here  in- 
fert  Mr.  Bell’s  account  of  it,  who  fays 
he  has  had  many  opportunities  of  feeing 
it ; and  I believe  him  to  be  a man  of 
Candour  and  obfervation. 

" He  fays  it  never  appears  in  the  form 
of  a gonorrhoea,  and  feldom  at  firth  in 

any 
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any  form  on  the  genitals,  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  mofl  frequently 
communicated.  The  infe&ion  being 
for  the  mod  part  received  by  eating  or 
drinking  out  of  the  fame  utenfils  with 
thole  labouring  under  the  difeafe,  it  often 
appears  at  firft  in  the  throat,  or  fome 
part  of  the  mouth.  In  the  mouth  the 
fores  have  the  ufual  appearances  of  ve- 
nereal ulcers.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe 
in  the  throat  when  the  difeafe  has  been 
of  fome  duration  ; but  at  firft,  and  often 
for  the  fpace  of  feveral  weeks,  although 
the  patient  complains  of  a good  deal  of 
uneaftnefs  in  fwallowing,  and  a conftant 
hoarfenefs,  there  is  nothing  perceived 
upon  infpe£tion  but  a degree  of  tender- 
nefs,  accompanied  with  an  eryfipelatous 
rednefs  of  the  amygdala;,  uvula,  and 
velum  pendulum  palati.  If  not  pre- 
vented, however,  by  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
ulcers  at  laid:  form  upon  thefe  parts,  and 
commonly  fpread  more  quickly  than 
venereal  ulcers  ufually  do  in  other  parts 
of  the  body  infomuch,  that  the  uvula 
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and  amygdalae  will  fometimes  be  en- 
tirely deftroyed  in  the  couife  of  a few 
days,  and  a degree  of  hoarfenefs  and  lofs 
of  voice  produced,  from  which  the  pa- 
tient never  afterwards  recovers, 

“ It  is  particularly  apt  to  affedf  the 
internal  parts  of  the  nofe  ; and  when 
the  fores  penetrate  to  the  offa  fpongiofa, 
thefe  foon  become  carious,  and  come 
away  in  fmall  pieces  along  with  the 
matter,  which  is  always  exceedingly 
foetid.  When  not  prevented  by  mer- 
cury, the  ulcers  fpread  to  the  hard  bones 
of  the  nofe,  and  from  thefe  to  the  bones 
of  the  cheeks.  In  this  manner  the  whole 
cheek  becomes  ulcerated;  for  when 
thefe  bones  are  affe&ed,  the  contiguous 
foft  parts  likewife  become  foon  difeafed. 
It  is  not  uncommon  for  thefe  ulcers  to 
attack  the  eyelids. 

“ When  the  infeflion  is  not  received 
by  the  mouth,  the  difeafe  appears  in  a 
variety  of  forms  in  different  parts  of  the 
furface  of  the  body.  When  the  virus 
has  entered  the  fyftem,  the  parts  upon 

which 
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which  it  firfl  commonly  breaks  out  are 
the  genitals,  the  parts  contiguous  to  the 
anus,  the  anterior  parts  of  the  thighs 
and  legs,  the  under  part  of  the  abdomen, 
the  bread;,  arms,  fingers,  and  toes,  and 
hairy  fcalp.  It  does  not  fo  readily  fix 
upon  the  flefhy  parts  of  the  legs  or 
thighs,  or  on  the  back.  In  fome,  the 
parts  become  covered  with  an  infinite 
number  of  fmall  puftules ; and,  as  they 
are  itchy,  the  difeafe  is  at  firfl:  often  mif- 
taken  for  the  itch.  This  happens  the 
more  readily,  from  its  prevailing  almoft 
entirely  among  the  common  people; 
who,  from  want  of  cleanlinefs,  fre^ 
quently  labour  under  itch  ; and  fo  much 
is  fibbens  confined  to  this  fet  of  people, 
that,  excepting  children,  who  are  more 
particularly  expofed  to  receive  infe£tion 
from  fervants,  thofe  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  life  are  fcarcefy  ever  attacked  with  it ; 
at  lead,  few  inftances  of  their  being  fq 
have  fallen  within  my  obfervatiqn. 

(t  This  eruption,  however,  foon  af- 
fumes  appearances  which  fufficiently  difr 

tinguifh 
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tinguifli  it  from  itch ; the  fkin,  upon 
which  it  is  feated,  becomes  thickened, 
and  fomewhat  elevated,  and  acquires 
the  charaeteriftic  marks  of  blotches,  of  a 
peculiar  copper-coloured  appearance. 

“ The  late  Dr.  Gilchrift,  of  Dumfries, 
in  a paper  upon  this  fubje£t  in  the  Phy- 
fical  and  Literary  Eflays  of  Edinburgh, 
remarks,  * that  thefe  fcabby  eruptions 
are  often  met  with  on  the  fcalp,  fore- 
head, infide  of  the  thighs,  groins,  and 
parts  contiguous.  Inflammation  and 
excrefcences  about  the  fundament  are 
frequent ; and  it  fometimes  appears  in 
the  form  of  a herpes  exedens,  healing 
in  one  part,  and  breaking  out  in  an^ 
other/ 

“ Some  have  fmall  tubercles,  or  hard 
elevated  knots  upon  the  face,  arms,  and 
bread,  fomewhat  refembling  fmall  pox 
at  the  height,  but  of  a red  or  copper 
colour,  and  accompanied  with  a painful 
degree  of  heat.  If  mercury  is  given 
early,  thefe  tumors  gradually  fubfide, 
otherwife  they  become  large,  and  dis- 
charge 
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charge  a foetid,  vifcid  matter,  which 
forms  into  crufts  or  flakes ; and,  on 
their  falling  off,  the  parts  beneath  are 
red,  tender,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  in  a 
ftate  of  ulceration. 

“ Inftead  of  this  more  numerous 
eruption,  fome  are  attacked  with  fmall 
inflammatory  boils,  which  do  not  readily 
fuppurate,  but  remain  for  a confidera- 
ble  time  hard,  and  of  a copper  colour, 
and  at  laft  difcharge  a thin  bloody  ichor. 
Thefe  at  firft  refemble  the  common  an- 
thrax, or  carbuncle,  but  foon  after, 
burfting,  they  aflume  all  the  appear- 
ances of  the  true  venereal  ulcer. 

“ But  the  moft  charadleriftic  fymp- 
tom  of  this  variety  of  fyphilis,  is  a foft 
fpongy  excrefcence,  in  fize  and  colour 
refembling  a common  rafp,  which  is  apt 
to  appear  on  all  fuch  parts  as  either 
become  ulcerated,  or  that  are  attacked 
with  any  kind  of  eruption  ; fivven  or 
fibben  being  in  many  parts  of  the  High- 
lands the  name  of  a wild  rafp  ? and  this 
being  a very  frequent  fy mptom  of  the 

difeafe,. 
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difeafe,  is  the  caufe  of  its  being  diftin- 
guifned  by  this  appellation.  In  fome 
inftances  this  fpongy  fubftance  rifes  to 
a confiderable  height  5 nor  can  it  be  kept 
down  by  any  of  the  common  efcharo- 
tics  ; for  although  entirely  removed,  if 
the  virus  of  the  difeafe  be  not  eradicated 
by  the  ufe  of  a full  courfe  of  mercury, 
it  foon  returns  to  a greater  extent  than 
before  but  as  mercury  is  commonly 
given  as  foon  as  this  fymptom  becomes 
evidently  marked,  the  excrefcence  is  fel- 
dom  fo  much  elevated  as  it  otherwife 

t 

would  be. 

<c  Thefe  fungous  produdlions  are  oc- 
cafionally  met  with  in  every  part  of  the 
body  ; but  they  are  particularly  apt  to 
form  on  fuch  parts  as  have  become  ten- 
der, whether  from  previous  eruption,  or 
from  the  cuticle  having  feparated  and 
come  off  from  the  (kin  beneath ; a cir- 
cumftance  which  fometimes  takes  place 
in  this  difeafe,  and  when  to  any  confi- 
derable extent,  always  with  much  incon- 
venience and  diftrefs. 

“ In 
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te  In  the  treatife  Which  I have  men* 
tioned,  Dr.  Gilchrift  obferves,  that  this 
difeafe  does  hot  attack  the  large  and  fo- 
lid  bones,  and  very  rarely  any  of  the 
others.  I have,  however,  feert  fe*- 
veral  inftances  of  the  contrary,  in  which 

both  the  bones  of  the  legs  aild  arms 
have  been  affe&ed ; and  it  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  to  find  this  difeafe  fix 
upon  the  bones  of  the  head.  I have 
feen  it  indeed  in  every  part  of  the  body* 
and  in  every  form  under  which  lues  ve- 
nerea ufually  appears,  except  in  chan- 
cres on  the  genitals.  I have  feen  it  pro- 
duce fores  refembling  chancres  on  the 
lips,  and  on  the  nipples  of  nurfes;  and 
where  an  infe&ion  has  been  of  long  du- 
ration, I have  known  ulcers  form  upon 
the  penis ; but  I have  not  known  an  in- 
ftance  of  its  producing  chancres  either 
in  men  or  women  from  coition  ; owing, 

I imagine,  to  all  who  are  attacked  with 
ulcers  upon  thefe  parts,  from  this 
caufe,  avoiding  venereal  intercourfes, 
which  they  vety  univerfally  do,  till  a 
r cure 
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cure  is  obtained  by  a courfe  of  mercury.* 
But  although  fibbens  is  not  ufually  met 
with  in  the  form  of  chancres  upon  the 
penis,  this,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the 
genitals,  are  particularly  apt  to  be  at- 
tacked with  fuch  ulcers  as  appear  from 
the  virus  having  entered  the  conflitution. 
In  different  inftances  I have  known  the 
whole  penis  and  fcrotum  deflroyed  with 
it;  but  this  has  commonly  happened 
from  the  patient  having  neglected  too 
long  to  call  for  medical  afiiftance,  or 

from  mercury  being  given  in  too  fmall 
quantities. 

cc  Thefeulcers*  like  the  ufual  form  of 
venereal  ulcers,  proceeding  from  the 
conftitutionai  form  of  the  difeafe,  do 
not  commonly  produce  buboes.  This, 
however,  is  not  univerfal  5 for  buboes 
fometimes  take  place  in  fibbens,  not 
only  from  the  primary  ulcers  of  the  dif- 
eafe, as  I have  in  more  than  one  inffance 
perceived  in  the  arm-pit,  from  fores  pro- 
duced upon  the  nipple  in  nurfing  an  in- 
fedled  child,  but  alfo  from  thofe  which 

appear 
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appear  upon  the  penis  and  other  parts 
of  the  genitals,  from  the  virus  having 
entered  the  fyflem  ; and  the  appearance 
of  buboes  produced  by  fibbens,  whether 
in  their  fwelled  or  ulcerated  ftates,  is  in 
every  refpefl  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
ordina  ry  fbrm  of  venereal  bubo. 

<c  Syphilis,  in  whatever  way  the  in- 
fedfion  is  communicated,  is  readily 
tranfmitted,  as  I have  already  had  occa- 
fion  to  fay,  from  parents  to  the  foetus 

in  utero,  and  this  is  particularly  apt  to 
happen  in  iibbens.  Sibbens,  therefore, 
proves  a frequent  caufe  of  abortions,  al- 
though, in  fome  inftances,  children  are 
born  with  it  at  the  full  time,  and  in  a few 
it  breaks  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  firll 
month  after  delivery. 

ce  In  the  treatment  of  fibbens,  as  of 
every  variety  of  lues  venerea,  mercury 
is  the  only  remedy  upon  which  we  can 
place  dependence.  Sarfaparilla,  guaia- 
cum,  and  mezereon,  have  occafionally 
proved  ufeful  $ but  we  trull  to  mercury 
alone  for  a radical  cure.  The  obferva- 

tions 
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tions  we  have  already  had  ocenfion  to 
offer  on  the  employment  of  mercury, 

apply  with  equal  propriety  to  the  treat- 
ment of  every  fymptom  of  fibbens.  It 
is  therefore  unneceffary  to  confider  the 
fubjeft  farther  at  prefent ; but,  while  we 
refer  for  this  purpofe  to  different  parts 
of  the  preceding  pages,  I think  it  right 
to  obferve,  that  a greater  quantity  of 
mercury  is,  in  moft  Stances,  required 
for  the  cure  of  fibbens,  than  we  ufu- 
ally  find  to  be  neceffary  in  the  ordinary 
form  of  the  difeafe.  Relief  is  obtained 
with,  perhaps,  equal  eafe,  and  a flop 
may  be  put  to  the  farther  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe,  by  the  fame -quantity  that 
we  employ  for  the  common  fymptoms 
of  pox ; but  it  is  more  apt  to  return  if 
the  medicine  be  not  given  in  larger 
quantities,  and  continued  for  a confider 

«-ry  appearance  of  it 
tection  is  removed.  When  the  difeafe 

has  been  of  long  duration,  mercury 

•mg  it  to  be  continued  for  feven  or  eight 

3- 2 weeks 
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weeks  after  every  fymptom  has  disap- 
peared. 

“ A praftitioner  of  experience  and 
obfervation,  and  who  had  many  oppor- 
tunities of  feeing  every  fymptom  of  fib- 
bens,  informed  me,  that  mercurius  fub- 
limatus  corrofivus  frequently  proves  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  cure  of  the  more  inveterate 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  milder 
preparations  of  mercury  fail.  He  gave 
it  in  the  form  of  drops : fixteen  grains 
were  diffolved  in  an  ounce  of  water, 
with  the  addition  of  eight  grains  of  crude 
fal  ammoniac ; and  of  this  ten  drops 
were  given  three  or  four  times  a day. 

<c  When  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  other 
parts  do  not  yield  to  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
we  have  recourfe  to  cauftics  and  efcha- 
rotics,  and  they  prove  equally  ufeful 
here,  as  in  every  variety  of  fore  proceed- 
ing from  lues  venerea.  In  various  in- 
flances  they  have  been  rendered  clean, 
and  brought  into  a healing  condition, 
by  fumigating  with  cinnabar,  when 
6 they 
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they  had  previoufly  refilled  every  other 
remedy. 

**  The  public,  however.,  are  equally 
interefted  in  the  prevention  of  this  dtf- 
eafe  as  in  the  cure  of  it,  particularly  in 
thofe  diftricls  where  it  has  long  prevail- 
ed 3 and  with  proper  attention  there  is 
much  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it  might 
foon  be  eradicated.  In  fome  parts  of 
Scotland  this  has  already  indeed  been 
accomplilhed ; and  the  means  by  which 
it  has  been  done  are  limple,  and  ealily 
pra&ifed.  They  confift  entirely  in  a 
due  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and  in  pre- 
venting nurfes  and  other  fervants  from 
being  employed,  where  there  is  the  leall 
reafon  to  imagine  that  they  are  infe&ed. 
In  the  choice  of  a nurfe,  this  is  a point 
of  the  utmoll  importance ; for  in  fib- 
bens,  as  in  every  form  of  fyphilis,  I 
have  had  many  proofs  of  the  difeafe  be- 
ing communicated  by  the  milk  alone  ; 
and  as  this  is  almoll  the  only  way  by 
which  it  has  found  accefs  to  families  of 

^3  rank, 
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rank,  they  are  particularly  interefted  in 
preventing  it. 

“ The  chief  difficulty  which  occurs 
to  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe,  proceeds 
from  thofe  who  ought  moft  anxioufly 

to  wifh  for  it.  The  infedted  are  fo 

• ^ 1 • 

much  afraid  of  a difcovery  being  to  in- 
jure their  reputation,  that  they  do  all  in 
their  power  to  conceal  it;  by  which  they 
are  often  prevented  from  taking  mercury 
in  that  complete  manner  by  which  alone 
a cure  can  be  accomplifhed.  I know, 
however,  that  this  anxiety  for  conceal- 
ment may  be  removed  ; and,  with  pro- 
per attention,  that  thofe  poor  people, 
who  other  wife  would  fall  vidtims  to  the 
baneful  effedts  of  the  difeafe,  may  be 
eafily  induced  to  apply  for  medical  affift- 
ance.  The  clergy  have  this  fo  much  in 
their  power,  that  through  their  inter- 
ference the  fibbens  might  foon  be  era- 
dicated. In  one  parifh  this  was  adlually 
done.  The  difeafe  had  fpread  to  fuch 
an  alarming  height,  that  above  three- 

fourths 
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fourths  of  the  inhabitants  were  infedled, 
and  many  of  the  more  delicate,  particu- 
larly young  children  and  females,  died 
under  it.  This  had  gone  on  for  many 
years,  when,  by  the  exertions  of  the 
clergyman  of  the  pariflx,  it  was  entirely 
removed  in  the  courfe  of  a (liort  time. 
He  went  perfonally  to  every  individual 
of  his  parifh,  and  convinced  them  of 
the  propriety  of  applying  for  medical 
afliftance  immediately  on  the  difeafe 
breaking  out,  which  they  agreed  to  the 
more  readily,  from  their  being  fenfible 
that  all  of  them  had  got  the  difeafe  in 
the  mod:  innocent  manner.  In  this  way 
it  was  foon  carried  off;  and  by  due  at- 
tention to  cleanlinefs,  and  avoiding  all 
kind  of  intercourfe  with  thofe  whom 
they  fufpecled  to  labour  under  it,  the 
difeafe  has  now  for  a confiderable  time 
been  entirely  fubdued.  This  has  in 
fome  degree,  indeed,  been  the  cafe  in 
every  diftrift  of  Scotland  where  fibbens 
ever  prevailed.  In  fome  fituations  it  has 
been  nearly  eradicated,  and  in  none  is  it 

<^4  now 
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now  fo  frequent  as  it  was  fome  years 
ago.  There  is  much  caufe  therefore  to 
hope,  that,  by  the  fuperior  attention  to 
cleanlinefs,  which  of  late  years  has  pre- 
vailed among  our  common  people,  it 
will  foon  become  every-where  un- 
known. 

“ If  the  difeafe,  as  it  prevails  in  Ca- 
nada, is  the  fame  with  the  fibbens  in 
Scotland  and  from  all  that  I have 
heard  of  it,  there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of 
its  being  fo ; the  fame  method  of  cure 
will  prove  effectual,  and  the  fame  means 
of  prevention  muff  be  obferved.” 

I have  inferted  this  article  at  full 
length,  becaufe  it  th  rows  confiderable  light 
on  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and 
the  means  of  preventing  its  progrefs. 
Another  reafonis,that  the  fibbens  prevails 
chiefly  among  a clafs  of  people,  who, 
from  their  circumftances  and  htuation, 
are  either  deprived  of  all  regular  me- 
dical advice,  or  are  obliged  to  put  up 
with  that  of  the  very  word:  kind. 
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Mr.  Bell  feems  to  think,  that  this 
fpecies  of  the  venereal  difeafe  might  be 
eradicated  by  due  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs.  I am  entirely  of  his  opinion  5 
but  do  not  fee  why  the  advantages  of 
fuperior  cleanlinefs  fhould  be  confined 
to  one  fpecies  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  I 
have  already  recommended  it  as  the  heft 
preventive  in  every  fhape  under  which 
that  diforder  appears,  and  think  a due 
regard  to  it  would  go  a great  length 
towards  extirpating  the  contagion  alto- 
gether. 

The  fame  author  obferves,  that  the 
clergy  might  be  of  great  ufe  in  eradi- 
cating this  malady,  in  which  I cordially 
agree  with  him  ; but  do  not  fee  why 
their  ufefulnefs  fliould  be  confined  to 
the  extirpation  of  one  diforder.  It  con- 
fids  with  my  knowledge,  that  the  itch, 
and  other  difeafes  arifing  from  negleft 
of  cleanlinefs,  may  be  extirpated  in  any 
parifh  by  the  exertions  of  the  clergyman. 
Of  this  I have  feen  indances,  and  there- 
fore know  it  to  be.  pradlicable. 


But 
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But  there  is  another  difeafe  which 
proves  more  fatal  to  mankind  than  the 
lues  venerea,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  clergy  almoft  wholly  to  difarm  of  its 
fling — I mean  the  fmall-pox.  The  cler- 
gy alone  have  it  in  their  power  to  render 
inoculation  univerfal,  which  would  fave 
the  lives  of  millions  of  innocent  babes, 
who  annually  perifh  in  Europe  by  the 
ravages  of  that  baneful  malady.  Some 
of  the  clergy,  to  their  immortal  honour, 
have  effected  this  in  their  own  parifhes; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  others 
will  follow  fo  noble  an  example*.  Though 
I think  a clergyman  cannot  be  better 
employed  than  in  preferving  the  health 
and  lives  of  thofe  under  his  care ; yet  I 
do  not  mean  to  overload  him  fo  much 
as  to  recommend  the  drudgery  of  at- 
tending the  fick : this  might  be  both 
difagreeable  and  dangerous ; but  the 
paflor  of  a pariHi  has,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  great  influence  over  his  flock,  and 

* As  tliat  fet  by  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  Mr. 
Stuart,  Ton  to  the  Earl  of  Bute. 
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mav  almofl:  induce  them  to  do  what  he 
pleafes,  nwcly  l 3 giving  them  good  and 
wholefome  advice. 

It  is  obferved,  that  the  fibbens  prevails 
chiefly  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people ; 
but  thefe  people  can  feldom  afford  to 
have  any  good  advice : for  this  reafon 
the  clergyman,  who  is  always  a man  of 
reading  and  knowledge,  ought  to  give 
them  fuch  inflrudlions  as  will  enable 
them  to  be  their  own  phylicians.  The 
moA  ignorant  peafant  of  that  country 
where  the  fibbens  prevails,  knows  how 
to  cure  the  itch  5 but  I will  venture  to 
fay,  that  the  one  is  as  eafily  cured  as 
the  other.  People  are  alarmed  at  the 
name  of  mercury,  and  think  it  requires 
to  be  adminiftered  with  the  greateft  fkili 
and  attention.  No  doubt,  mifehief  is 
done  by  adminiftering  mercury  at  ran- 
dom ; but  with  common  care  and  pru- 
dence, this  will  not  be  the  cafe. 

People  of  more  zeal  than  knowledgeare 
apt  to  think  that  thofe  who  fuffer  by  the 
venereal  difeafe  deferve  no  commiferation, 
and  ought  not  to  be  pitied  nor  relieved. 

Though 
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Though  this  is  an  illiberal  idea,  yet  it 
may  have  fome  foundation  where  guilt 
is  connected  with  punifhment.  But  this 
can  never  apply  to  patients  afflicted  with 
fibbens.  Their  complaints  do  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  illicit  commerce,  but  are 
generally  the  effedt  of  that  intercourfe 
in  families,  which  mud:  fubfiff  among 
children,  fervants,  and  nurfes,  and  which 
renders  the  choice  of  both  the  latter  an 
objedt  of  confiderabie  importance. 

Some  doubt  if  the  dbbens  is  the  fame 
difeafe  as  the  lues  venerea,  as  they  do 
not,  in  all  their  fymptoms,  exadtly 
agree;  be  this  as  it  may,  their  effects 
on  the  fyftem  are  fo  limilar,  that  we  may 
venture  to  recommend  the  fame  mode 
of  treatment,  and  have  reafon  to  believe 
it  will  feldom  fail  to  accomplifli  a cure. 

The  different  forms  that  this  difeafe 
affumes,  give  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  the 
poifon  has  exifted  much  longer  among 
mankind  than  is  generally  imagined. 
At  its  did:  appearance  in  Europe,  it 
bore  a greater  refemblance  to  the  fibbcns 

than 
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than  to  the  lues  as  it  now  (hews  itfelf. 
If  we  can  believe  the  firft  writers  on  the 
fubjefr,  this  was  the  cafe.  If  it  has 
changed  once,  it  may  change  again ; 
and,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  live 
in  a much  more  elegant  manner,  and 
are  more  attentive  to  cleanlinefs,  than  at 
the  time  this  diforder  firft  appeared,  we 

have  reafon  to  hope  that  it  will  become 

* * 

milder.  The  change  of  living  has  al- 
moft  banifhed  the  leprofy ; and  why 
may  it  not  have  the  fame  effedl  on  the 
lues  ? Thefe  two  difeafes  do  not  differ 
fo  effentially  from  one  another  as  fome 
may  imagine.  The  ufe  of  mercury  in 
curing  the  leprofy  led  to  its  application 
in  the  lues  venerea. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


SOME  SINGULAR  EFFECTS  OF 
MERCURY  ON  THE  MOUTH, 
BOWELS,  &c. 


Th  E effe&s  of  mercury  vary  fo  much 
in  different  patients,  arifmg  either  from 
a peculiarity  of  conftitution,  or  fome 
morbid  affeftion  of  the  fyftem,  that, 
previous  to  the  adminijfration  of  this 
medicine,  particular  inquiry  ought  al- 
ways to  be  made  concerning  the  pati- 
ent’s habit  of  body,  manner  of  life, 
&c.;  otherwife  fome  very  unpleafant 
circumftances  may  occur  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  cure. 


A quantity 
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A quantity  of  mercury  that  wili  not 
have  the  leaf!  effedt  on  one  patient,  will 
throw  another  into  a violent  falivation, 
and  even  endanger  his  life.  There  is 
no  rule  by  which  we  can  judge,  before- 
hand, of  the  effects  that  mercury  will 
produce  on  any  individual.  The  fafed 
method,  therefore,  as  has  already  been 
obferved,  is  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes, 
and  to  increafe  them  gradually  as  cir- 
cumdances  may  fugged.  A phyfician, 
in  many  cafes,  muft  feel  his  way ; and 
this  is  not  more  neceflary  on  any  occa- 
lion  than  in  the  exhibition  of  mercury. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  thofe  who 
have  their  mouths  foonefl  affedted  with 
the  mercury  are  eafieft  cured.  This  is 
certainly  true  but  it  is  alfo  true  that 
fome  will  receive  a complete  cure,  where 
little  or  no  falivation  is  excited.  To  effedt 
this  purpofe,  however,  the  fyftem  mud 
be  fully  impregnated  with  the  mercury; 
and  its  ufe  lhould  be  continued  for 
fome  weeks  after  all  the  fymptoms  dif- 
y appear. 
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appear.  This  ought  to  be  an  invariable 
rule*. 

Though  the  lues  venerea  proves  mod 
obftinate  in  perfons  of  a fcrofulous 

* An  attention  to  this  rule  cannot  be  inculcated  too 
often.  I am  at  this  moment  called  upon  by  a young 
gentleman,  who,  in  a few  days,  intended  to  fail  for  the 
Well  Indies.  About  four  months  ago  he  applied  to  a 
fiirgeon,  of  fome  celebrity  in  this  line  of  pradlice,  for  the 
cure  of  a common  chancre*  who  advifed  him  to  walh  it 
frequeritly  with  Goulard’s  extradt,  and  rub  in  the  mer- 
curial ointment.  In  three  weeks  the  fymptoms  difap- 
peared,  and  he  was  conlidered  as  cured.  He  had  occafion 
to  go  a pretty  long  journey  into  the  country ; but  be- 
fore he  reached  the  end  of  it,  he  was  feized  with  a fore 
throat,  and  blotches  appeared  in  feveral  parts  of  his 
body.  A pradlitioner  of  phyfic,  in  the  town  to  which  lie 
went,  advifed  him  to  go  through  a courfc  of  mercury. 
To  this  he  agreed,  and,  during  its  ufe,  the  fymptoms 
again  difappeared.  But,  on  his  return  to  London,  the 
blotches  appeared  again,  and  he  complained  of  his  throat 
being  fore.  Though,  firft  and  laft,  he  had  taken  medi- 
cine for  about  feven  weeks,  yet  it  is  evident  he  was  not 
cured,  and  I have  advifed  him  to  go  through  a frelh 
courfe  of  mercury,  accompanied  with  the  dtcoclion  of 
farfaparilia.  This  gentleman  is  convinced,  if  he  had  gone 
to  fea  after  he  was  difmilfed  by  his  firll  attendant  as  cured, 
that  he  would  have  l«ft  his  life  ; and  I am  convinced  if  he 
had  married,  which  was  likely  to  have  happened,  that  he 
would  have  injured  his  wife,  and  had  a rotten  progeny,  if 
anv> — Such  are  the  bleflings  of  hajly  cures  ! 


habit  > 
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habit ; yet  the  admin  i ft  rat  ion  of  mer- 
cury is  more  difficult  where  the  patient 
is  affected  with  a deep  fcurvy.  1 have 
met  with  feveral  cafes  where  it  was  al- 
moft  impoffible  to  cure  the  difeafe  with- 
out endangering  the  patient’s  life  by  an 
exceffive  falivation.  I would  therefore 
adviie  tho.fe  who  have  been  long  at  fea, 
and  on  their  return  have  had  the.  mif- 
fortune  to  contradl  this  malady,  to  be 
extremely  cautious  how  they  ufe  mer- 
cury 5 otherwiie  they  may  have  caufe  to 
repent  of  their  rafhnefs. 

I faw  a remarkable  inftance  of  this 
fome  years  ago,  in  a young  man  who 
belonged  to  the  navy,  but  was  at  that 
time  on  his  way  to  his  friends  in  the 
country,  having  been  difmiffed  from  an 
hofpital  as  incurable.  When  I faw 
him  he  was  almojft  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  His  countenance  was  pale  as 
allies,  his  pu'lfe  feeble,  and  his  voice 
faultering.  But  the  moft  remarkable 
fymptom  was  a continual  dripping  of 
blood  from  every  outlet  of  the  body. 

r Though 
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Though  I fay  blood,  it  hardly  deferved 
that  name,  for  it  was  fo  thin  as  juft  to 
be  perceivable  upon  a white  cloth.  I 
did  not  learn  how  long  this  difcharge 
had  continued ; but  it  had  reduced  him 
from  a remarkably  fine  young  man,  by- 
all  accounts,  to  a mere  fkeleton.  I tried 
to  throw  in  aftringents  and  cordials, 
but  in  vain.  The  powers  of  life  were 
too  far  exhaufted  for  medicine  to  take 
any  effect. 

All  I could  learn  of  this  young  man 
was,  that  he  had  been  long  at  fea  ; that 
on  his  return  to  England  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  injured,  and  had  been 
fent  to  an  hofpital.  I neither  know 
how  lie  was  treated,  nor  how  long  he 
had  been  ill;  but  from  feveral  cafes 
which  have  fmce  fallen  under  my  ob- 
servation, I am  convinced  that  he  owed 
his  premature  death  to  the  improper 
life  of  mercury.  Of  this  the  following 
cafe  will  leave  little  room  to  doubt : 

A young  failor,  who  had  made  four 
voyages,  in  fucceftion,  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, 
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dies,  and  who  was  too  complete  a tar  to 
pay  any  attention  to  his  health,  was, 
foon  after  his  arrival  from  the  fourth 
voyage,  fo  unlucky  as  to  get  injured. 
He  concealed  his  Situation  from  his  un- 
cle, who  was  his  guardian*  till  he  was 
completely  poxed.  I was  then  con- 
futed, and  found  it  neceflary  to  put  him 
immediately  under  a courfe  of  mercury  ; 
but,  not  being  aware  of  the  Sate  of  his 
body,  I had  well  nigh  loft  my  patient. 

Before  he  had  taken  half  the  quantity 
of  mercury  neceffary  to  cure  his  dis- 
order, he  was  feized  with  fuch  a violent 
difeharge  of  faliva,  mixed  with  blood, 
as  required  all  my  Skill  and  exertions  to 
check.  It  ran  in  a continued  dream 
from  his  mouth,  fo  as  to  fill  feveral 
wafh-hand  bafms  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day. 

By  the  application  or  Opiates  and  af- 
tringent  medicines  this  difeharge  was 
got  the  better  of,  but  not  before  the 
patient’s  life  was  in  imminent  danger ; 
and  I am  convinced,  if  it  had  happened 

£2  at 
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at  fea,  or  in  any  fituation  where  he 
could  not  have  had  proper  nurfing,  and 
every  kind  of  medical  afhflance,  he  mud: 
have  loft  his  life.  He  was  indeed  an 
irregular  patient,  and  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  keep  the  houfe,  even  when 
the  falivation  was  at  the  higheffc ; but  I 
imputed  the  exceffive  difcharge  chiefly  to 
the  effedt  of  mercury  on  a habit  deeply 
tainted  with  the  fea  fcurvy. 

When,  from  the  patient’s  manner  of 
life,  or  other  circum dances,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedt  a lurking  fcurvy,  every 
method  fhould  be  taken  to  remove  it 
previoufly  to  his  entering  on  a courfe  of 

mercury.  This  may  be  effected  by  a ve- 
getable diet,  and  the  ufe  of  antifcorbutic 
medicines  duly  perfifted  in.  It  will* 
howevei",  be  neceffary  in  fuch  cafes  to 
adminifter  thofe  preparations  of  mer- 
cury which  are  leaft  .apt  to  affedb  the 
mouth,  and  to  give  them  in  very  fmall 
dofes. 

Some  with  this  view  recommend  the 
Plummer’s  Pill,  which,  being  a combi- 
5 f nation 
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nation  of  mercury  and  fulphur,  is  ren- 
dered very  mild  in  its  operation.  But  I 
prefer  the  corrofive  fublimate  in  ftnall 
quantities,  which,  while  it  is  lefs  apt  to 
run  off  by  the  falivary  glands  than  the 
others,  is  one  of  the  mold  aClive  prepa- 
rations of  mercury,  and  feldom  fails  to 
remove  the  lues  when  properly  admini- 

* 

ffered. 

» V . ^ -k 

When  mercury  runs  too  much  to  the 
mouth,  it  is  common  to  have  recourfe  to 
purgatives;  but  thefe  will  feldom  be 
found  to  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the 
practitioner.  They  weaken  the  pati- 
ent, already  too  much  exhaufted,  and 
feldom  put  a flop  to  the  dtfeharge.  I 
would  therefore,  in  preference  tp  thefe, 
recommend  opiates  and  affringent  me- 
dicines, to  be  applied  to  the  parts  af- 
feCted  in  form  of  wadies,  gargles,  6cc. 
Some  for  this  purpofe  recommend  nitre, 
to  be  given  in  as  large  dofes  as  the  ffo- 
mach  will  bear. 

Though  opium  may  be  employed  as  a 
gargle,  it  will  Tie  of  more  fervice  taken 

R 3 inwardly. 
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inwardly.  A fhfficient  dofe  of  this 
foothing  cordial  feldom  fails  to  take  off 
the  irritation  and  pain,  fo  diftrefting  in 
a profafe  falivation,  and  to  procure 

r ' ■ ' 1 

reft,  fo  much  wifhed  for  by  the  patient. 
A pill,  containing  from  half  a grain  to 
a grain  of  opium,  may  be  given  evening 
and  morning,  or  oftener,  if  the  pain  and 
reftleftnefs  make  it  neceflary. 

Wadies  mav  be  made  of  an  infufion 

j 

of  red  rofe  leaves,  tormentil  root,  wil- 
low bark,  Peruvian  bark,  oak  bark, 
galls,  or  any  other  aftringent  vegetable. 
But  what  I generally  employ  is  powdered  . 
borax  rubbed  up  with  honey,  and  held 
in  the  mouth  ; or  it  may  be  made  into 
a wafh  by  diffolving  it  in  boiling  water, 
and  afterwards  adding  the  honey.  An 
ounce  of  borax  and  two  ounces  of 
honey  to  a pint  of  water  is  the  ufual 
proportion. 

It  has  been  common  to  adminifler 
fulphur  to  check  a falivation ; but  this 
idea  has  originated  in  theory  more  than 
from  pra&ice.  Though  fulphur,  com- 
bined 
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bined  with  mercury,  lefiens  its  activity, 
it  does  not  follow  that  it  will  have  the 
fame  effect  when  taken  into  the  fyftem. 
I am  inclined  to  think,  if  it  has  any 
effe£t  at  all,  it  is  owing  to  its  purgative 
quality,  and  not  to  its  action  upon  the 
mercury. 

A variety  of  medicines,  combined 
with  mercury,  have  been  recommended 
to  prevent  its  affedting  the  mouth  ; but 
as  thefe  only  tend  to  leffen  its  adtivity, 
the  fame  purpofe  may  be  anfwered  by 
diminifhing  the  dofe.  "Where  due  at- 
tention is  paid  to  this,  and  the  patient 
is  kept  fufhciently  warm,  there  will  fel- 
dom  be  reafon  to  fear  his  being  thrown 
into  an  exceffve  falivation,  unlefs  his 
conffitution  is  peculiarly  irritable,  has 
been  broken  down  by  repeated  faliva- 
tions,  or  is  deeply  affected  with  the 
fcurvy. 

When  the  faliva  is  mixed  with 
blood,  as  in  the  cafe  related  above,  and 
the  difcharge  is  very  copious,  the  pa- 
tient’s ftrcngth  muff  be  fupported  with 
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red  wine  and  light  nourifhing  diet  j 
and  he  may  take  frequently  from  ten 
to  twenty  drops  of  the  oil  of  turpentine 
in  a glafs  of  cold  water.  In  difcharges 
of  blood  from  any  part  of  the  body  I 
have  found  this  to  be  an  excellent  me- 
dicine. 

Mercurv  fometimes  occafions  a dif- 

j 

charge  of  blood  from  the  bowels,  as 
well  as  from  the  month.  This  fymp- 
tom  is  not  without  danger,  and  ought, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  to  be  removed.  The 
patient’s  diet  ought  chiefly  to confift  of 
mild  farinaceous  fubftances,  as  flour 
boiled  in  milk,  rice  boiled  cr  baked, 
animal  jellies,  and  fuck- like.  Opium 
may  be  given  as  recommended  above, 
with  the  addition  of  from:  five-  to  ten 
grains  of  gum  kino  to  every  grain  of 
the  opium.  If  the  kino  is  not  at  hand, 
a tea-fpoonful  of  the  tincture  of  Catechu 
may  be  taken,  in  any  liquid,  three  or 
four  times  a day,  and  a clyfter  of  thin 
ftarch,  with  a tea-fpporjibl  of  laudanum 
in  it,  may  be  thrown  up  every  night 

at 
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at  bed- time,  or  ofteher  if  it  is  found 

neccflaryvr  : ' . 4 ; 

Few  things  tend  m ore : to  injure  the 
conihrution  under  a courfe  of  mercury' 
than  profufe  fw  eating.  On  the  old 
plan  of  adtnmiftering  mercury  it  was 
impoOible  to  avoid  this.  The  patient 
was  Unit  up  in  a- fina'll  apartment;  his 
bed  war,  placed  by  the  fide  of  alaige 
fire,  and  often  between;  two  fires  j while 
every  method  was  taken  to  prevent  even 
the  final  left  particle  of  frefh  air  from 
having  accefs  to  him.  Profufe  fweats 
will  never  affect  the  patient,  if  he  is 
kept  in  a proper  temperature.  His 
apartment  ought  to  be  large,  and  he 
may  go  from  one  room  to  another, 
unlefs  the  weather  be  uncommonly  fe- 
vere,  or  his  conftitution  very  delicate. 
The  mcft  likely  way  to  avoid  taking 
cold  is  to  keep  the  body  in  an  even 
temperature,  and  never  fuffer  it  to  be 
too  much  heated  : in  fhort,  the  fafeft 
way  is,  to  avoid  all  extremes. 


Should 
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Should  the  patient,  however,  be 
feized  with  profufe  fweats,  he  muft  not 
only  be  kept  cool,  but  put  on  a nou- 
rifhing  diet,  with  a moderate  allowance 
of  wine,  and  take  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of 
Huxham’s  tin&ure  of  the  bark  in  a 
glafs  of  red  port,  three  times  a day. 
This  medicine  will  be  improved,  by 
adding  to  every  ounce  of  the  tintfture, 
a dfam  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vitriol. 

Mercury  fometimes,  though  rarely, 
runs  to  the  kidneys.  When  this  hap- 
pens, the  patient  muft  be  kept  warm, 
to  promote  the  perfpiration ; and  he 
may  take  fuch  aftringent  medicines  as 
have  been  already  recommended  in  ex- 
ceftive  difeharges  from  the  bowels  or 
mouth. 

/ 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  IX. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
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Patients,  who  have  been  afflicled 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  although  they 
have  received  a complete  cure,  are  apt  to 
be  alarmed  at  every  trifling  fymptom 
which  they  think  bears  any  refemblance 
to  that  malady.  Under  this  impreflion 
I have  known  fome  go  through  a com- 
plete courfe  of  mercury  for  a pimple  on 
the  nofe ; and  others  ruin  their  confti- 
tutions  by  fwallowing  drugs,  fold  by  ad- 
vertifing  quacks  as  infallible  remedies  for 
a difeafe  under  which  they  did  not  la- 
bour. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  hypochon- 
driacs to  be  continually  haunted  by  one 

difeafe 
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difeafe  or  another.  If  a perfon  of  this 
defeription  has  the  misfortune  to  get 
poxed,  he  leldom  lofes  light  of  it,  or 
leaves  off  taking  medicine  till  his  con- 
llitution  is  defboyed.  A young  man 
belonging  to  this  clafs,  after  a flight 
in fe Sion,  kept  teafing  me*  for  above  a 
twelvemonth,  from  a perfuafion  that  his 
nofe  was  daily  growing  thicker.  At  laft 
I refufed  to  fee  him,  when  he  went  to 
a quack,  who  indulged  him  in  his  whim, 
till  he  drained  him  of  his.  laft  guinea,- 
and  then  difmiffed  him  for. a fool. 

Women  are'  (till  more  apt  to  be 
alarmed  in  this  fituation  than  men. 
Many  of  them  believe  that  a perfon,' 
once  thoroughly,  infedted,  can  never  be 
radically  cured.  Under  this  perfuafion 
they  impute  every  ach,  pain,  or  pimple., 
to  the  venereal  poifon  lurking  in  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  lead  both  themfelves  and  huf- 
bands  moft  miferable  lives.  Humanity 
fhould  induce  medical  men  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  eradicate,  thefe 
hurtful  notions.  But  this  is,  to  my 

knowledge. 
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knowledge,  not  an  eafy  talk.  The  lady, 
whole  cafe  was  mentioned  in  a former 
chapter,  made  hcrfelf  and  hufband  both 
fo  unhappy,  notwithftanding  all  i could 
fay  to  her,  that  I advifed  her  at  laft  to 
go  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and 
take  his  opinion  of  her  cafe.  He  told 
her  Ihe  was  perfedtly  well.  But  even 
this  did  not  fully  fatisfy  her,  till  fhe 
brought  forth  at  a birth  two  of  the  moll 
healthy  babes  I ever  faw. 

Women,  however,  are  more  apt  to 
have  relics  of  this  difeafe  lurk  about 
them  than  men.  Their1  conftitutions 
are  not  fo  able  to  undergo  a thorough 
courfe  of  mercury ; neither  have  they  fo 
much  refolution  as  men  to  perfiit  in  its 
life  for  a fufficient  length  of  time.  It  is 
here  the  female  patient  generally  milfes 
her  cure,  A few  days  ago  a‘  man 
brought  his  wife  to  me  to  fee  if  I 
thought  her  perfectly  cured.  On  afldrig 
fome  queftions,  I told  him  I had  every 
reafon  to  believe  fhe  was  well  ; but,  ac- 
cording to  my  cuftorh,  faid  fhe  had  bet- 

^ ter 
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ter  continue  to  take  medicine  for  a few 
weeks  longer,  that  no  ground  of  fufpw 
cion  might  remain.  At  this  fhe  began 
to  cry  y faid  (lie  had  been  taking  mer- 
cury for  above  three  years,  and  defired 
to  know  when  (lie  fhould  have  done 
taking  it.  On  inquiry,  1 found  what 
fhe  faid  was  true,  but  that  fhe  had  never 
perfifted  in  its  ufe  for  a fufneient 
length  of  time  $ but  as  foon  as  her 
mouth  grew  a little  fore,  fhe  left  it  off, 
and  when  the  fymptoms  re-appeared, 
returned  to  its  ufe  again.  I told  her 
fhe  might  keep  taking  mercury  for 
twenty  years  in  that  way,  and  not  be 
cured : That  the  only  certain  way  to 
get  well,  was  by  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of 
the  fpecific,  not  only  till  all  the  fymp- 
toms difappeared,  but  for  feveral  weeks 
after.  It  is  here  the  quack  fails  j and 
the  hafty  cure  turns  out  to  be  no  cure 
at  all.  Nor  are  the  Faculty  themlelves 
always  fufficiently  aware  of  this  trap. 
The  idea  of  a quick  cure  is  very  footh- 
ing;  and  when  the  patient  fays,  Why 
7 fhould 
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fhould  I take  medicine  after  I am  well  ? 
the  phyfician  often  fuffers  him  to  go 
from  under  his  care  too  foon.  If  the 
fmalleft  fpark  is  left,  it  will  kindle  up 
into  a flame.  Here  it  may  be  truly  faid, 

“ A LITTLE  LEAVEN  LEAVENETH  THE 
WHOLE  LUMP.” 

When  the  patient’s  condu£l,  or  any 
doubtful  fymptoms,  give  the  leaft  ground 
to  fufpecl  that  the  poifon  flill  lurks  in 
the  fyftem,  the  bed:  plan,  both  for  the 
fatisfaction  of  the  phyfician,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  patient,  is  to  put  him 
through  a complete  courfe  of  mercury, 
taking  care  at  the  fame  time  that  his 
conflitution  receives  no  injury.  What 
will  greatly  tend  to  prevent  the  confti- 
tution  from  being  hurt  by  the  mercury, 
and  likewife  promote  its  beneficial  effects 
on  the  fyftem,  will  be  a liberal  ufe  of 
the  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla,  or  of  the 
Lifbon  diet-drink. 

The  venereal  difeafe  has,  by  fome, 
been  fuppofed  to  induce  a variety  of  other 
complaints ; while  others  deny  that  this 

ever 
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ever  happens.  The  truth  is,  that  this, 
like  other  maladies  which  weaken  the 
conftitution,  certainly  predifpofes  it  to 
difeafe.  But  it  does  not  follow,  that 
the  lues  venerea  will  produce  the  fmall 
pox,  or  any  other  difeafe  that  originates 
from  a fpecific  infection.  The  fmall  pox 
or  meafles  do  not  engender  the  rickets 
or  fcrofula ; yet  every  practitioner  knows 
that  the  latter  often  fucceed  to  the  for- 
mer, efpecially  if  they  are  of  the  ma- 
lignant, or  what  are  called  the  con- 
fluent kind. 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  feems  to 
induce  other  maladies,  there  is  generally 

• reafon  to  fufpebt  that  there  has  exifled 
in  the  conftitution  a predifpofition  to 
fuch  diforder,  and  that  the  venereal 

• taint,  by  weakening  the  conftitution, 
might  ac!  as  a predifpofing  caufe  in  ex- 
citing the  other  malady.  Every  one 
knows  that  people  afflicted  with  the 
fcrofula  are  more  liable  to  difeafes  of  the 
lungs -than  thole  who  have  no  tendency 
that  way  j and  that  if  fymptoms  of  a 

j ^ confumption 
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confumption  appear  in  fuch  perfons, 
they  feldom  recover. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  mentions  a 
number  of  cafes,  and  fays  he  is  in  poi- 
feflion  of  many  more,  where  the  fymp- 
toms  were  occafioned  by  the  venereal 
poifon  lurking  in  the  fyftem,  though 
the  difeafe  alfumed  an  appearance  very 
different  from  that  of  the  fyphiiis.  In 
all  the  cafes,  however,  which  he  men- 
tions, fymptoms  of  a fufpicious  nature, 
fooner  or  later,  feem  to  have  made  their 
appearance,  as  blotches  on  the  ikin,  ob~ 
ftinate  fores,  or  ill-conditioned  ulcers, 
fwelling  of  the  joints,  tumors  with  a 
fluffuation  of  matter  in  them,  &c. 
When  fuch  fymptoms  as  thefe  appear, 
and  no  adequate  caufe  can  be  affjgned 
for  them,  there  is  certainly  ground  to 
fufpecl  a lurking  lues  venerea. 

In  cafes  where  no  fufpicious  fymptoms 
appear,  but  which  do  not  yield  to  the 
ufual  methods  of  treatment,  the  ftridteft 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made  concerning 
the  patient’s  former  manner  of  life;  and 

if 
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if  it  is  found  that  he  has  ever  been  un- 
fortunate in  the  venereal  line,  and  has 
received  what  is  called  an  expeditious 
cure,  there  will  be  reafon  to  fufpeft  a 
lurking  lues  as  the  caufe  of  his  diforder, 
and  the  erne  muff  be  conducted  accord- 
ingly. 

It  feems  to  be  a queffion,  whether  on 
no  a fpecific  poifon  introduced  into  the 
fyffem  can  produce  any  other  difeafe, 
except  that  from  which  the  poifon  is 
taken.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  go 
into  difficult  difquifitions  on  obfeure 
fubjects  but  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  a fpecific  poifon  may  induce  morbid 
affections  very  different,  in  their  appear- 
ance, from  the  difeafe  which  gave  rife 
to  them.  I have  more  than  once  feen 
affeclions  of  the  fkin  follow  the  inocula- 
tion of  the  fmall  pox,  which  no  one, 
unacquainted  with  the  circum fiances, 
would  have  iuppofed  to  have  any  con- 
nexion with  that  difeafe. 

Any  one  converfant  in  the  bufmefs  of 
inoculation,  muff  know  that  an  eryfipe- 
..  ’ latous 
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latous  inflammation  often  fucceeds  to 
that  operation,  and  goes  regularly  off 
before  the  fmali  pox  make  their  appear- 
ance. Nay,  I have  known  the  mealies 
make  their  appearance  about  the  time 
when  the  fmali  pox  were  expedted,  go 
through  their  courfe,  and  the  fmali  pox 
leem  to  wait  till  they  had  done  fo,  and 
then  appear.  I do  not  fay  the  matter 
of  the  fmali  pox  affually  produced  the 
mealies,  but  it  would  feem  to  have  pre- 
difpofed  the  body  to  that  difeafe* 

It  is  well  known  that  nurfes  who 
attend  patients  in  the  fmali  pox  are  often 
much  difordered  by  it,  efpecially  if  they 
fleep  in  the  fame  bed  with  them.  I 
have  once  or  twice  feen  a putrid  fever, 
which  feemed  to  me  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  nurfes  lying  night  and 
day,  for  fome  weeks,  in  bed  with 
children,  who  died  of  a very  bad  kind 

of  fmali  pox.  This  conduct  alfo  hurts 
the  patient. 

A medical  man  of  my  acquaintance, 
in  taking  matter  to  inoculate  a number 
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of  children,  happened  to  cut  his  finger 
with  a lancet  covered  with  the  matter  of 
the  fmall  pox.  He  wrapped  it  up,  and 
thought  no  more  of  it,  till  about  eight 
or  nine  days  after,  when  he  began  to 
feel  an  unufual  fenfation,  or  rather  an 
irritation,  about  his  heart,  which  he 
could  not  account  for.  Some  degree  of 
licknefs  and  naufea  enfued,  and  he  was 
feized  with  a fainting  fit.  On  recover- 
ing from  this  he  had  fome  warm  drink, 
and  was  put  to  bed.  Next  morning  a 
rafii  appeared  all  over  him,  that  had 
fome  refemblance  to  the  mealies ; but 
he  thinks  it  kept  out  rather  longer  than 
the  mealies  ufually  do. 

Though  one  would  not  venture  to. 
aflert  that  this  rafh  was  occafioned  by 
the  pocky  matter  abforbed  from  the 
wound,  yet  fo  many  circumftances  con- 
curred to  make  the  gentleman  think  fo, 
that,  to  this  day,  he  cannot  be  perfuaded 
to  the  contrary.  This  gentleman  had 
the  fmall  pox  in  the  natural  way,  when 
r young, 


General  Obfervatlons.  277 

young,  but  has  no  recolle6Hon  of  having 
had  the  mealies. 

Whether  or  not  a fpecihc  poifon, 
taken  into  the  fyftem,  at  a time  when 
it  is  not  difpofed  to  take  on  the  difeafe, 
will  produce  another,  or  induce  any 
morbid  affection  whatever,  are  queftions 
that  we  fhall  leave  to  the  difcuffion  of 
future  phyliologifts. 

Mr.  Bell  is  of  opinion,  that  where 

the  poifon  of  the  fyphilis  exifts  in  the 
fyftem,  but  not  in  fufficient  force  to 
fhew  itfelf  by  the  ufual  and  more  ob- 
vious fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  it  may, 
notwithftanding,  in  various  inftances, 
be  capable  of  exciting  a great  deal  of 
derangement,  and  even  many  difeafes 
which  otherwife  might  not  take  place, 
and  that  it  will  more  efpecially  be  apt 
to  produce  thofe  difeafes  to  which  the 
conftitution  is  predifpofed,  or  thofe  to 
which  the  patient  is  rendered  liable  by 
expofure  to  particular  occafional  caufes. 
The  difeafes  induced  by  the  venereal 
poifon,  of  which  he  gives  inftances,  aie 

s 3 p thifis. 


27S  General  Obfervations, 

pthifis,  afthma,  rheumatifm,  dropfy, 
head- ache,  epilepfy,  and  madnefs. 

Difeafes  fucceeding  to  the  lues  venerea 
are  not  always  occafioned  by  the  poifon 
lurking  in  the  fydem ; they  are  fome- 
times  the  efFedf  of  the  means  ufed  to 
expel  that  poifon.  Medicines,  poffeded 
of  fuch  adtive  powers  as  mod  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  are,  cannot  be  thrown 
into  the  flomach  in  large  dofes,  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time,  without 
materially  affedling  that  organ  fo  necef- 
fary  to  the  exigence  of  every  animal. 

Mercury  will  occafionaily  hurt  the 
flomach  and  bowels,  even  when  it  is  ad- 
min idered  with  the  greated  care  and 
attention ; and  it  mud  be  dill  more  per- 
nicious where  thefe  are  negledled.  We 
may  venture  to  afiert,  that  not  one  in  a 
hundred  of  thofe  who  take  mercury  have 
it  in  their  power  to  obferve  a proper  re- 
gimen. 

All  adlive  dinyulants  frequently  ap- 
plied to  the  organs  of  digedion  dedroy 
their  power;  hence  the  wine-bibber, 

and 
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and  {till  more  the  dram-drinker,  gene- 
rally  lofes  his  appetite,  and  falls  the 
early  vidlim  of  indigeftion.  Fewftimu- 
Jants  are  more  adlive  than  many  of  the 
preparations  of  mercury ; indeed,  fome 
of  them  are  fo  acrid  as  to  be  juftly 
ranked  among  poifons.  Such  edge- 
tools  as  thefe  can  felclom  be  long  ufed 
with  impunity.  I have  known  few 
people  who  had  taken  great  quantities 
of  mercury,  free  from  complaints  of  the 
ftomach  or  bowels. 

The  lungs,  as  well  as  the  ftomach, 
are  often  hurt  by  means  of  mercury. 
The  number  of  young  men  who  die 
every  year  in  London  of  confumptions, 
brought  on  by  the  improper  ufe  of 
mercury,  is  a fufficient  proof  of  the 
baneful  effedts  of  that  mineral  on  the 

t 

lungs.  But  it  is  not  the  diredt  effedt  of 
mercury  on  the  lungs  that  does  the  mif- 
chief ; it  is  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of 
our  climate,  and  to  the  neceifity  many 
patients  are  under  of  expofmg  them- 

s 4 helves. 
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felves  to  all  weathers,  even  when  the 
body  is  fully  charged  with  mercury. 

The  effects  of  mercury  on  the  nervous 
fyftern  are  more  clireCt ; 1 have  often 
feen  paralytic  affections  brought  on  by 
the  imprudent  ufeof  mercury,  by  which, 
even  young  men,  have  been  rendered 
lame  and  miferable  for  life.  But  the 
flow  and  lefs  perceptible  effeCts  of  mer- 
cury are  more  frequent,  and  likewife 
more  hurtful ; by  them  the  belt  con  ft  i- 
tution  may  be  undermined,  and  the  moft 
robuft  man  reduced  to  an  abfolute  in^ 
valid,  fbivering  at  a breeze,  and  drag- 
ging out  a wretched  exiltence  under  a 
load  of  nervous  maladies,  for  which 
medicine  knows  no  cure. 

To  obviate  the  ill  effects  of  mercury 
on  the  ffomach  and  bowels,  it  will  be 
proper  always  to  ufe  the  milder  prepa- 
rations, where  they  will  fucceed,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  more  acrid  and  ffimulat- 
ing.  Where  the  more  active  prepara- 
tions are  found  neceffary,  they  ought  to 

be 
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be  adminiilered  in  fmall  dofes ; and 
when  they  excite  fever,  or  occafion  great 

pain  in  the  firft  paffages,  they  fhould  be 
difcontinued  for  fome  time,  and  their 
uie  refamed  after  thefe  affedtions  are  re- 
moved. 

Few  things  are  better  calculated  to‘ 
prevent  mercury  from  hurting  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  than  the  proper  ufe 
of  Peruvian  bark : it  may  either  be  taken 
in  fubffance,  tincture,  or  infufion,  and 
ought  to  be  alternated  with  the  mercury 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  prevent  that 
mineral  from  tearing  thofe  tender  and 
delicate  organs  to  pieces.  The  way  in 
which  I commonly  give  it,  is  in  the  dofe 
of  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  compound 
tin&ure  in  a glafs  of  the  Tunbridge  cr 
Pyrmont  water,  three  or  four  times  a 
day ; or  it  may  be  taken  in  common 
water,  or  wine. 

For  affe&ions  of  the  nerves,  occa- 
fioned  by  mercury,  we  would  recom- 
mend, befides  tonic  medicines,  the  cold 
bath,  provided  there  is  no  particular 

weaknefs 
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weaknefs  of  the  bread  or  bowels  to  for- 
bid its  ufe.  Whenever  cold  bathing  is 
recommended,  it  is  always  to  be  under- 
flood that  we  give  the  preference  to  fait— 
water,  where  it  can  be  obtained.  In- 
deed in  all  cafes  of  nervous  debility, 
where  the  patient  is  able  to  bear  the 

fhock,  Pea-bathing  is  the  bed  medicine 

( 

with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted. 

Though  it  mud  be  acknowledged 
that  mercury  frequently  hurts  the  con- 
llitution,  yet  it  is  often  blamed  where 
it  is  not  in  fault.  People  who  have  had 
occafion  to  take  mercury,  are  apt  to 
impute  all  the  aches  and  pains  they  feel 
afterwards,  to  this  medicine  lying  in  the 
body  : I remember  fince  the  fame  pre- 
judice prevailed  with  refjpedt  to  bark, 
and  believe  them  both  to  be  equally  un- 
founded. Some,  indeed,  are  weak 
enough  to  imagine  that  the  mercury 
lies  in  the  bones,  and  never  leaves  them 
while  the  patient  lives.  This  opinion 
the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter  has  taken 
fome  pains  fco  refute  ; he  fays  the  mer- 
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cnry  never  enters  the  bones  \ and  no 
man  ever  had  more  opportunities  of  in- 
veftigating  that  matter  than  himfelf. 

That  mercury  muff  either  kill  or  cure 
is  another  vulgar  error  which  does  con- 
fiderable  mifch'tef.  Men  are  afraid  to 
take  a medicine  that  may  terminate  their 
existence,  and  chufe  rather  to  endure  a 
lingering  difeafe,  than  rifk  a hidden 
death.  By  this  groundlefs  prejudice 

many  have  been  deterred  from  taking 

mercury  when  it  was  the  only  medicine 

» 

that  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  them. 
This  prejudice,  however,  dies  apace — 
moft  people  now  know  that  mercury, 
when  properly  adminiftered,  is  both  a 
lafe  and  efficacious  medicine. 

Many  affedt  to  decry  the  powers  of 
mercury,  while  they  are  making  for- 
tunes by  ufing  it.  This  is  a fhameful 
practice  and  a dangerous  one  5 mercury 
lhould  never  be  concealed  from  the  pa- 
tient. This  conduct,  which  even  phy- 
hcians  too  often  affect,  has  lometimes 
ferious  confequences.  I have  known  it 

more 
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more  than  once  prove  fatal.  A medi- 
cine which,  to  be  ufed  with  fafety,  re- 
quires a particular  regimen,  fhould  never 
be  concealed  ; and  the  practitioner  who 
does  fo,  whatever  his  motives  may  be, 
mult  excufe  me  for  faying,  that  he  fports 
with  his  patient’s  life. 

Though  fome  inconveniences  may  at- 
tend the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  yet 
I know  no  medicine  of  equal  value.  It 
is  ufeful  in  a great  variety  of  diforders 
befides  the  lues  venerea ; and  here  every 
Tiro  knows,  that  nothing  can  be  done 
without  it.  From  the  infant  of  a week 
old  to  the  veteran  of  fourfeore,  it  may 
be  given  with  fafety  and  advantage ; nor 
do  I conceive  how  any  man,  at  this  day, 
could  pradlife  phyfic  if  he  were  de- 
prived of  its  ufe. 


\ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 


OF  IMPOTENCE,  OCCASIONED 
BY  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE, 
&c. 


THERE  is  no  idea  more  deprefling  to 
the  human  mind  than  that  of  not  being 
able  to  propagate  the  fpecies.  I have 
known  men  adtually  criminate  them- 
felves  rather  than  lie  under  the  imputa- 
tion of  impotence,  and  fome  will  even 
rilk  the  peace  of  their  families  to  prove 
that  the  fault  is  not  on  their  fide $ yet 

numbers  hazard  the  lofs  of  virility  for  a 
moment’s  gratification  with  an  object 
whom  they  neither  love  nor  efteem. 

Were 
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Were  the  moft  avowed  libertine  to 
contemplate  the  viftims  of  illicit  love, 
as  they  are  often  feen  by  the  Faculty, 
he  would  Hand  appalled  at  the  view, 
and  (brink  from  the  tranfient  enjoyment, 
which  too  often  entails  debility  and 
loathfome  difeafe  on  its  votaries,  and 
difqualifies  them  for  ever  from  exer- 
cifing  the  functions  of  manhood. 

That  impotence  may  proceed  from  de- 
bility there  can  be  little  doubt,  and  that 
this  is  often  induced  by  excefs  of  venery, 
few  will  be  difpofed  to  deny  ; but,  as 
far  as  my  obfervation  goes,  debility  is 
more  frequently  the  effect  of  another 
vice  incident  to  youth,  which,  while  it 
is  lefs  natural,  proves  more  de(lru6tive 
in  its  confequence  than  even  excefs  of 
venery.  Men  feldom  go  far  wrong 
while  they  follow  nature,  but  every  de- 
viation from  her  laws  is  pregnant  with 
danger. 

That  the  generative  powers  maybe 
injured  by  obfdnate  gleets,  or  what  is 

called  feminal  weaknefs,  is  highly  pro- 
bable ; 
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bablej  but  I have  known  men  who,  fop 
more  than  twenty  years,  had  laboured 
under  this  malady,  yet  had  large  families 
of  feemingly  healthy  children.  This, 
however,  holds  out  no  encouragement 
to  others ; what  will  not  impair  the  ge- 
nerative faculties  of  one  man,  may  To- 
tally deflroy  thofe  of  another,  and  even 
tend  to  cut  Ihort  his  life. 

Not  only  the  powers,  but  even  the' 
parts  of  generation,  are  frequently  de- 
tfroyed  by  the  venereal  difeafe.  When 
this  misfortune  happens,  they  cannot 
be  reftored  by  medicine.  In  curing  the 
venereal  diforder  mercury  will  do  won- 
ders, but  it  cannot  reftore  a loft  part  • 
fuch  loft,  indeed,  would  feldom  happen," 

if  this  medicine  were  properly  applied  in 
due  time. 

In  mod:  of  the  cafes  that  have  come 
under  my  eye,  where  the  powers  of  pro 
creation  had  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe 
there  had  either  been  total  negleft  ‘ ^ 
very  improper  treatment.  Some  years 
ago  a fea-faring  man  called  on  me,  on 

his 
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his  return  from  a long  voyage,  to  afk 
my  opinion  of  his  cafe.  He  had  few 
fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and 
thefe  were  eafily  cured  ; but  his  penis 
and  fcrotum  formed  only  one  mafs,  and 
had  coalefced  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
appear  to  me  to  be  infeparablc.  I ad- 
vifed  him  to  conlult  Mr.  Pott  and  fome 
other  able  furgeons,  which  he  did , and 
their  opinion  was,  that  nothing  could 
be  done. 

The  ftory  he  told  me  was,  that  when 
he  left  England  he  had  a running,  for 
which  he  had  taken  fome  medicine,  and 
had  carried  as  much  out  with  him  as  was 
thought  necefTary  for  his  cure.  What 
ufe  he  made  of  it  I do  not  know ; but 
underflood  that  during  his  voyage  to 
North  America,  he  encountered  much 
hard  weather,  and  was  expofed  to  great 
cold  and  fatigue ; that  on  his  return 
to  Europe,  he  landed  in  Spain,  where  he 
was  advifed  to  apply  to  a furgeon  for 
fome  obftrudlions  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fages.  This  furgeon,  inflead  of  having 

recourfe 
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recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  bougies  and  other 
mild  methods  for  removing  the  obflruc- 
tion,  laid  open  the  urethra,  and  then 
left  the  frefh  wound  and  fcrotum  to 
grow  together. 

The  only  comment  I fhall  make  upon 
this  cafe  is,  to  point  out  the  danger  of 
going  to  fea  with  the  venereal  difeafe 
uncured.  Had  this  gentleman  ftaid  at 
home,  or  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  fall  into 
fkilfui  hands  abroad,  in  all  probability 
he  would  not  have  been  deprived  of  his 
powers  of  procreation : what  he  did, 
however,  is  done  every  day,  and,  we 
have  reafon  to  fear,  too  often  with  fi- 
milar  confequences.  Surgeons  are  often 
too  free  with  the  knife ; it  fhould  never 
be  ufed  but  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceffity, 
and  then  only  by  fkilfui  hands. 

I have,  indeed,  known  the  penis  very 
nearly  deftroyed  by  erofion  $ but  when 
the  fores  were  kept  thoroughly  clean, 
and  the  mercury  thrown  in  in  fufficient 
quantities,  the  erofion  of  the  penis  was 

t flopped, 
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flopped,  and  what  remained,  though 
fometimes  not  above  an  inch,  became 
perfedlly  found,  and,  for  any  thing  I 
know,  remained  fo  during  the  patient’s 
life. 

Inftances  of  impotence  occur  where 
the  perfon  never  was  afflicted  with  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  where  it  is  very 
difficult  to  affign  any  caufe  for  the  de- 
cay of  thofe  parts  deftined  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  fpecies.  The  late  Mr. 
John  Hunter  mentions  feveral  cafes 
where  the  tefticles  had  gradually  wafted 
away,  without  any  apparent  caufe. 
This  generally  began  in  one  of  the  tef- 
ticles, and  after  that  was  deftroyed,  it 
feized  the  other,  which  melted  away  in 
the  fame  manner,  without  aftedling  the 
health  of  the  patient,  or  admitting  of 
any  relief  from  medicine. 

The  fame  author  mentions  the  cafe 
of  a very  young  gentleman,  one  of  whofe 
tefticles  wafted  entirely  away  after  a go- 
norrhoea, which  was  attended  both  with 

a fweiled 
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a fwelled  teilicle  and  bubo.  This  evi- 
dently proceeded  from  the  venereal  af- 
fection. 

The  ingenious  author,  mentioned 
above,  gives  feveral  examples  of  impo- 
tence from  affeCtions  of  the  mind  and 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  mind 
has  much  to  do  in  this  bufinefs.  Fear, 
fhame,  anxiety,  diflike  of  the  objeCt, 
and  many  other  affeCtions  of  the  mind, 
will  take  away  the  venereal  appetite,  and 
produce  a temporary  impotence.  I was 
once  confulted  in  a cafe  of  fuppofed  im- 
potence by  a healthy-looking  gentleman, 
who,  to  fulfil  the  dying  requeft  of  his 
brother,  married  his  widow.  I had 
fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  this  gen- 
tleman’s impotency,  as  he  was  pleafed 
to  call  it,  did  not  proceed  from  want 
of  power,  but  want  of  love  to  the  objeCt. 

Impotence,  arifing  from  natural  de~ 
feCts,  or  the  deftruCfion  of  the  parts  by 
difeafe,  feldom  admits  of  any  affiftance 
from  medicine.  When  it  proceeds  from 
debility,  occafioned  by  exceffive  evacu- 

T 2 ations, 
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ations,  the  ufe  of  tonics,  as  the  Peruvian 
bark  and  fteel,  are  indicated,  and  they 
may  be  adminiftered  in  various  forms 
with  advantage.  The  chalybeate  waters, 
as  thofe  of  Tunbridge,  Pyrmont,  &c. 
will  likewife  prove  beneficial ; but  what 
we  would  chiefly  recommend  is  the  cold 
bath,  efpecially  bathing  in  fait  water. 

When  the  fyflem  is  exceflively  irrita- 
ble, and  the  conftitution  is  wafled  by 
involuntary  emiflions  during  the  night, 
I would  recommend  opium ; from  half 
a grain  to  a whole  grain  may  be  taken 
at  bed  time.  If  this  have  not  the  de- 
fired  effeft,  the  dofe  may  be  increafed  to 
a grain  and  a half,  or  two  grains.  Its 
ufe  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  to- 
nics, and  corroborating  medicines. 

For  the  cure  of  unnatural  pollutions, 
I always  recommend  matrimony.  This, 
with  regular  living,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
cold  bath,  feldom  proves  unfuccefsfuh 

But  when  I recommend  matrimony,  I 
would  advife  every  man  to  marry  the 
woman  he  loves.  When  this  is  not  the 

cafe. 
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cafe,  fatiety  and  difguft  will  fucceed,  and 
the  unhappy  hufband,  in  the  vigour  of 
life,  may,  by  miftake,  impute  his  want 
of  ardour  for  the  connubial  enjoyments 
to  impotency. 


A SUM- 
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A SUMMARY  VIEW. 

OF  THE 

MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCTRINES  CONTAINED 
IN  THE  PRECEDING  PAGES. 


I.  Pew  things  would  have  a more  direct 
tendency  to  render  the  venereal  difeafe  lefs 
frequent  than  a fhidlly  moral  education. 

II.  It  would  be  of  great  importance,  not 
only  in  the  prevention  of  this,  but  of  many 
other  difeafes,  to  imprefs  the  young  mind 
with  a due  fenfe  of  the  value  of  health. 

III.  Though  a good  conftitution  ought  to 
be  the  firft  obje£t  in  the  education  of  youth, 
it  is  generally  made  the  laft,  and  is  often 
totally  difregarded. 

IV.  A young  man  fhould  be  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  all  his  profpedts  in  life  depend  upon 
health,  and  that  every  view  of  happinefs  va- 

nifhes  with  the  lofs  of  this  valuable  treafure. 

» • . . . 

V.  The  importance  of  cleanlinefs  ought 
likewife  to  be  ftrongly  imprelfed  on  the  young 
mind.  This,  though  not  ranked  among  the 
cardinal  virtues,  is  nearly  allied  to  them. 

VI.  Nor 
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VI.  Nor  ought  lefs  attention  to  be  paid  to 
fobriery.  Men  are  moil  apt  to  go  aftray, 
when  leaf!  able  to  conduCt  themfelves,  fo  as 
to  avoid  danger. 

VII.  A vegetable  diet,  an  open  body,  and 
the  free  ufe  of  diluting  liquors,  will  often 
carry  off  a gonorrhoea  without  the  ufe  of 

medicine. 

VIII.  Where  the  above  regimen  does  not 
fuc:eed,  recourfe  may  be  had  to  aftringent 
injections,  taking  care,  during  their  ufe,  to 
keep  down  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  by 
cooling  purges  and  diluting  diet. 

IX.  ObftruCtions  of  the  urinary  paflages 
are  generally  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  bougies. 
If  properly  made,  they  may  be  applied  by 
any  perfon  of  common  underhanding. 

X.  A bubo  will  generally  be  relieved  by 
emollient  fomentations,  foft  poultices,  and 
bleeding  with  leeches. 

XI.  A fwelled  tefticle  requires  nearly  the 
fame  method  of  treatment,  unlefs  where  the 
intention  is  to  difcufs  both,  in  which  cafe  re- 
pellents ought  to  be  ufed. 

XII.  A gleet  ufually  yields  to  aftringent 
injections,  tonic  medicines,  and  the  cold  bath. 
When  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  recourfe  muft  be 
had  to  ftimulating  injections,  fuch  as  are  re- 
commended in  the  Appendix. 

t 4 XIII.  A chordee 
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XIII.  A chordee  requires  diluents,  and  the 
ufe  of  opium. 

XIV.  Warts  and  excrefcences  require  the 
application  of  mild  cauftics  and  efcarotics,  as 
the  powder  of  Savin,  &c. 

XV.  I he  pox  is  generally  introduced  by 
means  of  a chancre,  which,  if  properly  treat- 
ed, will  feldom  infedf  the  fyftem. 

XVI.  The  only  method  to  prevent  a 
chancre  from  communicating  the  poifon  to 
the  fyftem,  is  the  timely  and  proper  ufe  of 
mercury. 

XVII.  Chancres  ought  never  to  be  haftily 
dried  up,  but  rather  kept  open,  till  the  poi- 
fon  is  extinguilhed  by  mercury. 

XVIII.  The  mouth  fhould  be  made  fore 
with  mercury,  and  kept  fo  for  fome  time; 
but  it  never  ought  to  be  given  in  fueh  quan- 
tities as  to  excite  a violent  lalivaiion. 

XIX.  A chancre,  concealed  under  the  p-e- 
puce,  is  often  produ&ive  of  much  milchief. 
W hen  it  cannot  be  kept  clean,  it  ought  to  be 
laid  open. 

XX.  A chancre,  when  laid  open,  will  often 
heal  In  a few  days  without  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, though  it  would  not  before  under  its  ufe. 

XXI.  The  glans,  if  pofhble,  fhould  be  un- 
covered every  day,  and  the  chancres  wafhed 
with  milk  and  water  a little  warm. 

XXII.  Expofure 
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XXII.  Expofure  to  cold,  and  improper  re- 
gimen,  under  a mercurial  courfe,  tend  greatly 
to  retard  the  cure,  and  often  endanger  the 
patient’s  life. 

XXIII.  As  the  fuppuration  of  buboes  does 
not  feem  to  accelerate  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  it  is  proper  always  to  difeufs  them 
when  it  can  be  done. 

XXIV.  Venereal  ulcers  and  blotches  cannot 
be  cured  without  mercury,  which  muft  be 
applied  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  fymp- 
toms. 

XXV.  When  venereal  fores  grow  worfe 
under  the  ufe  of  mercury  % it  muft  be  dif- 
continued,  and  the  patient  put  on  a courfe 
of  bark  and  reftorative  diet. 


* ^ ca^e  Prc^cnt  under  my  care  thews  the  propriety  of 
this  rule  in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  light.  A young  gentle- 
man, in  a provincial  city,  had  been  feventeen  weeks  under 
a courfe  of  mercury  for  chancres  on  the  gians  and  prepuce. 
He  was  reduced  fo  low  that  his  J.fe  was  defoaired  of-  and 
he  was  thought  unabl  = to  bear  a journey  to  town.  He  was 
however,  brought  up  by  lhort  ftages,  and  I was  comulted' 
My  adv.ee  was  to  leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury,  to  take  a 
tea-lpoonful  of  the  compound  tinfture  of  Peruvian  bark 
four  tmes  a day,  to  drink  daily  a wine-bottle  of  th  Lifbon 
d.et-dnnk,  to  take  nourifhing  diet,  and  to  drink  a few  glades 

'IV  that  in 
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fiored,  and  hi,  fores,  which  have  only  been  kept  dean,  are 

nearly  all  healed.  * 
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ft  f.  I 

XXVI.  When  the  venereal  virus  fattens  on 
the  bones,  and  produces  nodes,  6:c.’  -:i 
ftill  be  removed  by  per  fitting,  for  a futticit  nt 
length  of  time,  in  the  ufe  of  fome  affive  pre- 
paration of  mercury. 

XXVII.  When  the  venereal  difeafe  aflfe&s 
the  organs  of  fenfe,  as  the  eyes,  ears,  &c.  it 
cannot  be  removed  without  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury. M ‘ ' 

XXVIII.  Whenw  children  are  born  with 
fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  upon  them, 
they  may  be  cured  by  the  proper  application 
of  mercury,  both  to  the  infant  and  nurfe. 

XXIX.  Difeafes  which  refemble  the  lues 
venerea,  as  the  fivvins  or  fibbins,"&c.,  may 
be  cured  by  mercury  applied  in  the  fame  man* 
ner  as  for  the  lues. 

XXX.  Opium  is  of  great  fervice  in  appeafing 
many  of  the  mod  urgent  fymptoms  of  lues 
venerea,  as  well  as  in  making  mercury  fit 
more  eafily  on  the  ftomach. 

XXXI.  When  the  nurfe  gives  the  difeafe  to 
an  infant,  or  the  infant  to  the  nurfe,  both 
may  be  cured  by  the  proper  application  of 
mercury. 

XXXII.  Married  perfons,  or  fuch  as  are 
about  to  be  married,  ought  to  be  very  cir- 
Cumfpeft  with  regard  to  their  fituacion,  other- 
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wife  they  may  tranfmit  this  baneful  difeafe  to 
their  progeny. 

XXXIIf.  Women  labouring  under  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  are  very  liable  to  have  abor- 
tions, to  prevent  which  mercury  is  the  proper 
medicine. 

• » 

XXXIV.  In  conftitutions  deeply  affe&ed 
with  the  fcurvy,  mercury  ought  to  be  admi- 
niftered  with  the  greateft  caution.  Where 
that  is  not  attended  to,  fome  very  untoward 
fymptoms  may  enfue. 

XXXV.  In  fcrofulous  habits  the  lues  al- 
ways proves  obftinate,  and  requires  more  mer- 
cury than  in  conftitutions  free  from  that  taint* 

XXXVI.  Mercury  may  be  given  for  any 
length  of  time  without  curing  the  lues,  if  it 
is  not  given  in  fuch  a way  as  thoroughly  to 
faturate  the  fyftem. 

XXXVII.  Complaints  fucceeding  to  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  are  not  always  owing  to  that 
malady,  but  to  the  means  ufed  to  expel  it. 

XXXVIII.  That  mercury  lies  in  the  bones, 
is  denied  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  is,  I be- 
lieve, a vulgar  error. 

XXXIX.  That  mercury  hurts  the  ftcmach 
and  bowels,  when  improperly  ufed,  is,  lam 
afraid,  often  too  true. 

XL.  When  impotency  is  the  effect  of  the 
lues  venerea,  it  is  generally  owing,  either  to 

the 
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the  ignorance  of  the  practitioner,  or  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  patient. 

XLI.  The  greateft  circumfpeCtion  is  necef- 
fary  in  the  choice  of  a wet-nurfe  in  and  near 
great  towns. 

XLII.  A woman  may  have  her  health 
ruined  by  giving  fuck  to  an  infant  born  of 
diflipated  parents. 

XLIII.  The  fibbens,  as  well  as  the  lues 
venerea,  may  be  communicated  by  the  mother 
or  nurfe. 
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WILLIAM  BUCHAN , M.D. 


SIR, 

About  four  years  ago  I publifhed  a Trad  on 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  the  chief  intention  of 
which  was  to  furnifh  patients  with  a few  in- 
telligible rules  for  the  regulation  of  their 
conduct  while  afflidted  with  that  malady,  fo 
as  to  enable  them  to  coincide  with  the  proper 
medical  treatment  of  the  complaint.  An 
edition  of  that  little  work  has  been  gra- 
dually difperfed,  with  few  efforts  on  my  part 
to  make  it  public,  and  for  fome  time  it  has 
been  out  of  print. 

Being  of  opinion  that  the  fame  purpofe 
is  completely  fulfilled  by  the  prefent  publi- 
cation, I have  determined,  with  your  appro- 
bation, to  add  fuch  obfervations  as  fome 
degree  of  experience  has  furnifhed  me  with, 
by  way  of  fupplement  to  your  work,  in  pre- 
ference to  reprinting  my  own.  Should  they 
polfefs  any  claims  to  public  approbation,  they 
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will  in  all  probability  by  this  means  ex- 
perience a more  extenfive  circulation,  than 
I could  otherwife  expeft  them  to  obtain. 

I am,  with  due  refpeft. 

Sir,  yours,  &c. 

; ' 

A.  P.  BUCHAN. 

Percy  Street, 

Pec.  1802. 

« 
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Of  a Species  of  Sore-Throat  frequently  mijlaken 
for  Venereal . 

A knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  is  now  fo  generally  diffufed, 
that  where  the  fymptoms  characterizing  its 
more  early  ftages,  at  leaft,  are  well  defined, 
nine  times  in  ten  a patient  obtains  a cure  by 
the  means  commonly  employed.  In  the 
diferimination  of  anomalous  fymptoms,  and 
determining  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  purfued 
in  doubtful  cafes,  can  the  intelligent  prac- 
titioner be  faid  alone  to  poflefs  any  fuperiority, 
over  the  unreflecting  follower  of  routine. 

The  fauces  are  known  to  be  the  feat  of  a 
variety  of  morbid  alfedions ; the  faculty  of 
diflinguifhing  which  from  each  other,  can  only 
be  acquired  by  habit  and  experience.  Ulce- 
ration of  the  throat  is  fymptomatic  of  one 
ftage  of  fyphilis ; but  there  is  alfo  another 
fpecies  of  ulceration  of  the  fame  part  fre- 
quently occurring,  which  I have  reafon  to 
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believe  isi  very  apt  to  be  confounded  with  the 
venereal  affedion,  the  more  fo,  as  it  is  mofl 
common  among  that  defcription  of  perfons, 
whofe  general  habits  of  life  afford  grounds  for 
fufpeding  the  prefence  of  fome  venereal 
taint.  It  is  of  much  importance,  however,  to 
diflinguifh  thefe  complaints,  not  only  becaufe 
mercury  which  cures  the  one  difeafe,  aggra- 
vates the  other,  but  alfo  on  the  following 
account : If  a difeafe  confidered  as  venereal, 
after  having  refilled  the  adminiflration  of  the 
fpecific,  be  afterwards  removed  by  other 
means,  fome  medicine  obtains  undue  credit 
for  curing  a difeafe  which  in  fad  never 
exifted,  and  the  impofture  of  empiricifm, 
becomes  fandioned  by  profefnonal  igno- 
rance. 

About  ten  years  ago,  my  attention  was 
flrongly  attracted  to  this  fubjed  by  the  cafe 
of  a perfon  in  whofe  welfare  I was  particularly 
interefled,  who  fuffered  feverely,  indeed  nar- 
rowly efcaped  falling  a facrifice  to  erroneous 
judgment,  and  confequent  improper  treatment 
in  . this  complaint.  This  cafe  I fhall  detail, 
as  affording  a general  hiflory  of  the  difeafe, 
to  which  I fhall  add  fuch  obfervations  as 
fubfequent  experience  has  furnifhed  me 
with,  refpeding  the  difcrimination,  as  well 
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as  the  treatment  of  this  affedion  of  the 
throat. 

A.  B.  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  of  an 
irritable,  but  in  general  healthy,  conftitution, 
was,  by  a concurrence  of  circumftances,  ex- 
pofed  to  confiderable  fatigue,  mental  anxiety, 
and  general  irregularity  of  life,  and  was  at 
the  fame  time  under  the  neceffity  of  fleeping 
in  a fituation  furrounded  with  much  ftag- 
nant  and  putrid  water.  He  complained  at 
firft  of  general  liftlelfnefs,  and  inability  to 
fuftain  his  ufual  exercife,  accompanied  with 
a fallownefs  of  complexion,  and  a look  of 
depreflion  in  the  countenance.  He  mentioned 
alfo  a flight  fenfation  in  his  throat  as  if  fome- 
thing  pricked  it,  attended  with  fome  little 
pain  in  fvvallowing.  On  examining  the 
fauces,  an  ulcer  nearly  the  fize  of  a finger 
nail  covered  with  thick  white  mucus  was 
very  perceptible  on  one  of  the  tonfils.  The 
patient  was  quite  certain  that  he  had  not 
been  affeded  with  any  fymptoms  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  within  a period  that  could 
juftify  the  fuppofition  of  the  affedion  of  the 
throat  being  fyphilitic.  The  appearance,  as 
well  as  the  fituation  of  the  difeafe,  being 
fuch,  however,  as  to  excite  fufpicion,  the 
opinion  of  feveral  medical  praditioners  of 
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refpectability  was  taken,  all  of  whom,  with 
one  only  exception,  pronounced  the  com* 
plaint  to  be  venereal,  and  recommended  the 
immediate  commencement  of  a mercurial 
courfe. 

The  difeafe  not  readily  yielding  to  the  ufe 
of  this  remedy,  it  was  continued  till  a very 
fevere  ptyalifm  took  place.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  falivation,  the  encreafe  of 
the  ulcer  was  evidently  more  rapid,  and  be- 
fore it  terminated,  great  part  of  the  tonfil 
was  deftroyed.  At  this  period  he  co.nfulted 
the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter — whom,  when  the 
envy  and  detraction  of  cotemporaries  have 
ceafed  to  be  remembered,  pofterity  will  ve- 
nerate as  a rare  example  of  a profeffional 
man,  who  rendered  the  trade  of  medicine 
fubfervient  to  the  advancement  of  the  fcience, 
— his  opinion  was  that  the  difeafe  did  not 
poflefs  the  chara&er  of  venereal  ulceration, 
and  at  all  events,  that  the  effe&s  of  country 
air  and  invigorating  diet  merited  a trial. 
During  a refidence  of  a few  weeks  on  the 
fea  coaft,  the  ulceration  healed,  and  the  pa- 
tient recovered  his  ufual  health  and  flrength. 

Since  that  period  I have  feen  other  cafes, 
where  repeated  falivations  were  fubmitted  to 
ia  -order  to  remove  this  complaint,  to  the 
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gTeat  detriment  of  the  conflitution,  and  one 
inftance,  in  which  I fear  life  itfelf  was  ulti- 
mately facrificed  to  an  obftinate  perfeverance 
in  the  unnecefl'ary  adminiftration  of  mercur)^. 

It  is  defirable  that  this  difeafe  fhould  poffefs 
feme  appropriate  appellation,  by  which  it 
might  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  common  inter- 
courfe  of  language,  from  others  which  it 
nearly  refembles.  The  ulceration  has  ob- 
viouily  the  character  of  what  is  ufually  termed 
aphthous.  This  term  is  however  objeflion- 
able,  as  being  already  employed,  to  dehgnate 
either  a difeafe  common  to  children,  or  an 
appearance  peculiar  to  a certain  fpecies  of 
fever.  The  complaint  I am  treating  of  ap- 
pears to  be  a modification,  probably  an  early 
fiage  of  the  hedica  aphthofa , to  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  which,  the  attention  of  the 
faculty  has  been  with  much  propriety  di- 
re&ed  by  Dr.  Wilkin,  in  his  late  valuable 
publication  on  the  Difeafes  of  London  *. 
I have  repeatedly,  however,  feen  the  complaint 
unaccompanied  with  any  thing  like  marked 
he&ic  fever ; nor  has  the  doftor  pointed  out 

* It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  obferve  that  the 
fubftance  of  this  Di/Tcrtation  was  read  before  the 
Lyceum  Medicum  Londinenfe  in  179S,  fomc  years 
before  Dr.  Willan’s  publication  appeared. 

the 
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the  rifk  of  confounding  this  fpecies  of  fore- 
throat with  the  venereal,  perhaps  owing  to 
the  difeafe  having  in  general  fallen  under  his 
notice,  at  a more  advanced  period  of  its  pro- 
grefs.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  this  com- 
plaint may  perhaps  as  well  continue  to  be 
diffinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Aphthous  Sore- 
throat,  to  which  it  has  already  fome  claim, 
as  to  burthen  the  already  too  extenfive  no- 
fological  vocabulary,  with  a new  phrafe. 

Perfons  commonly  termed  delicate,  or 
irritable,  or,  to  fpeak  more  corre&ly,  whofe 
irritability  is  eafily  exhaufted,  are  mod  prone 
to  this  complaint.  In  fuch  conflitutions  its 
more  immediate  caufe  appears  to  be  a long 
continued  feries  of  teazing  irritation  either 
mental  or  corporeal ; and  their  combined 
operation  tends  full  more  powerfully  to  pro- 
duce it. 

If  the  fauces  of  perfons  be  examined  who 
at  an  early  period  of  life  have  acquired  the 
pernicious  habit  of  ufmg  ardent  fpirit  as  a 
part  of  their  diet,  the  tonfils  will  in  general 
be  found  enlarged,  and  fmall  fiffures  covered 
with  whitifh  matter  may  be  difcerned  on  va- 
rious parts  of  the  mucou^  mepibrane  which 
envelopes  them.  This  may  be  confidered  as 
the  flighted:  form  of  the  difeafe,  which,  as  it 

occafions 


\ 


SUPPLEMENT.  '/XI 

occafions  no  uneafinefs,  in  general  attracls 
no  attention.  But  if  a perfon  affe&ed  with 
this  flight  degree  of  the  complaint,  be  expofed 
to  harafling  fatigue,  to  much  anxiety  of  mind, 
or  to  an  atmofphere  loaded  with  moifl:  ex- 
halations, the  ulceration  fpreads,  and  a degree 
of  pain  in  deglutition  takes  place  fufficient  to 
excite  the  notice  of  the  patient.  Moifture 
indeed  appears  to  encreafe  in  a peculiar 
manner  the  predifpofition  to  this  complaint. 
Ketelaer  *,  who  has  written  profefledly  De 
Apbthis , and  pra&ifed  in  the  marfhy  diftrift 
of  Zealand,  mentions  apthc  as  accompanying 
fever  in  a degree  unexampled  in  any  other 
country.  Whether  the  aphthous  fore- throat 
be  more  prevalent  in  this  country,  during 
moifl:,  than  in  dry  feafons,  further  experience 
muft  determine. 

Indulgence  in  the  ufe  of  inebriating  liquors, 
efpecially  during  the  more  early  periods  of 
life,  being  frequently  conjoined  with  other 
irregular  propenfities,  on  the  firffc  difcovery 
of  this  complaint,  the  patient  is  himfelf,  in 
general,  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a relic  of 
iome  former  venereal  taint.  Perhaps  with- 

* His  own  words  arc,  <f  Tanta  copia  per  aliquot 
dies  ore  et  ano  rejeci  aphthas,  ut  aliquot  pelves  illas 
conjedtas  vix  eaperent.” 
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out  any  very  accurate  invefligation,  the 
pra&itioner  to  whom  he  applies  takes  up  the 
fame  opinion,  and  a mercurial  courfe  is  im- 
mediately entered  upon.  By  this  treat- 
ment, the  difeafe  is  always  aggravated,  and  if 
unfortunately  the  increafe  of  the  complaint 
be  attributed  to  the  too  fparing  ufe  of  the 
fpecific,  the  dofe  is  augmented,  the  flrength 
of  the  patient  finks,  a fphacelation  of  fome 
of  the  parts  conilituting  the  fauces  takes 
place,  and  life  is  facrificed  to  an  error  of 
judgment. 

Of  the  effects  of  teazing  mental  anxiety  in 
producing  this  complaint,  I' have  alfo  feen 
feveral  ftrongly  marked  examples.  A gen- 
tleman of  the  fanguine  and  irritable  tempera- 
ment, in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  a com- 
miffary  in  the  army,  was  expofed  to  confider- 
able  fatigue  and  anxiety  during  the  embark- 
ation of  the  troops  for  Ireland.  Being 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  a number  of 
fmall  ulcerations  on  the  tonfils,  which  he 
conceived  to  be  venereal,  he  had  of  his  own 
accord  begun  the  ufe  of  mercury.  On  his 
arrival  in  town,  I with  fome  difficulty  fucceeded 
in  undeceiving  him  concerning  the  real  na- 
ture of  his  complaint ; and  the  difeafe  dis- 
appeared .under  the  influence  of  a light  and 
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nourifhing  diet,  together  with  retirement 
during  a fhort  time,  to  the  country. 

A perfon  holding  a public  fituation,  the 
duties  of  which  neceffarily  expofe  him  to 
haraffmg  fatigue,  as  well  as  confiderabie 
mental  anxiety,  was  attacked  with  this  com- 
plaint very  foon  after  he  obtained  the  fituation, 
and  I have  twice  known  it  to  difappear 
wholly  during  a temporary  retirement  from 
bufinefs,  and  again  recur  on  his  refuming 
the  funblions  of  his  ftadon,  notwithftanding 
the  ufe  of  every  remedy  that  the  bell  advice 
could  fugged. 

Other  fecreting  furfaces  are  occafionally 
affecled  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  which 
lines  the  fauces.  A gentleman  whofe  con- 
flitution  had  differed  from  hard  fervice  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  together  with  this  kind  of 
fore-throat,  had  fmall  fuperficial  ulcerated 
fpccks  on  the  infide  of  the  prepuce,  which, 
after  remaining  a few  days,  difappeared,  and 
again  broke  out.  I have  alfo  feen  feveral 
in  dances  where  this  kind  of  fore-throat  was 
accompanied  with  excoriations,  or  flight  hse- 
morrhoidal  affe&ions  about  the  verge  of  the 
anus. 

Aphthous  fore-throat  frequently  occurs 
likewife  in  females  of  a delicate  conftitution 
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redden t in  London.  In  fuch  I have  feen  the 
tonfii  on  each  fide  covered  with  fmali  cells 
filled  with  thick  mucus,  having  much  the 
appearance  of  a honey-comb.  In  this  flate 
of  difeafe,  a total  lofs  of  voice  will  occafionally 
be  produced  by  a difagreeable  affedion  of 
the  mind ; a fymptom,  I have  repeatedly 
known  to  be  removed  in  a fhort  time  by  fea- 
bathing. 

Why  fuch  irritations  as  have  been  defcribed, 
and  which  appear  to  operate  on  the  confli- 
tution  in  general,  fhould  give  rife  to  this  pe- 
culiar local  affection,  I pretend  not  to  explain. 
From  analogy  however  we  learn,  that  many 
general  affections  of  the  fyftem,  particularly 
thofe  accompanied  with  cutaneous  eruptions, 
are  attended  with  local  difeafe  of  the  throat. 
-Small-pox,  mealies,  fcarlet-fever,  particularly 
when  the  difeafes  are  fevere,  are  accompanied 
with  inflammation  of  the  fauces,  and  their 
fatal  termination  frequently  appears  more 
immediately  to  depend  on  the  ftrangulation 
produced  by  this  fymptom.  Ulceration  of 
the  throat  is  alfo  one  of  the  earlieft  fymptoms 
of  the  fyphilis  affecting  the  confticution,  a 
fad,  of  which  no  fatisfadory  explanation  has 
been  hitherto  brought  forward.  Can  the 
numerous  difeafes  to  which  this  part  of  the 
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body  feems  liable,  receive  any  fatisfaCtory 
explanation  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
temperature  to  which  a part,  conftituting  as 
it  were  the  iflhmus  which  feparates  the  in- 
ternal regions  of  the  living  body  from  the 
external ; partaking  of  the  warmth  of  the 
former,  and  at  the  fame  time  frequently  cooled 
by  the  tranfit  of  the  external  air  on  every 
relpiration,  is  neceflarily  expo  fed  ? 

Theory,  however,  being  foreign  to  my  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  which  is  to  enable  the  practitioner 
to  difcriminate  this  difeafe  from  the  venereal 
fore-throat,  I fhall  proceed  to  note  the  chief 
circumftances  which  diftinguifh  them  from 
each  other.  In  the  aphthous  fore- throat,  the 
tonfils  appear  enlarged,  of  a deep  red  colour, 
and  feel  harder  to  the  touch  than  in  a ftate 
of  health.  The  fpecksof  ulceration  are  fmall, 
numerous,  and  fuperficial,  refembling  fiflures, 
and  are  covered  with  a greyifh  white  matter, 
more  refembling  mucus  than  pus.  Ulcera- 
tions of  a fimilar  kind  are  frequently  alfo 
feated  on  the  edges  of  the  tongue,  which, 
from  the  contaft  of  the  teeth,  occafion  con- 
fiderable  pain.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find 
one  or  both  tonfils  completely  deftroyed,  and 
the  cavity  where  they  were  fituated  covered 
with  the  greyifh  mucus  already  mentioned. 

No 
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No  change  of  the  tone  of  voice,  nor  injury  of 
any  kind  appears  to  arife  from  the  abfence  of 
thefe  glands. 

The  venereal  ulcer,  when  feated  on  the 
tonfil,  affe&s  more  of  the  circular  form  ; its 
edges  feem  raifed  above  the  furrounding  fur- 
face,  which  appears  of  a dufky  red ; it  penetrates 
deeply  into  the  fubftance  of  the  part  on  which 
it  is  feated,  and  the  cavity  is  lined  with  a 
thick  matter  of  a white  colour,  approaching 
to  brown,  refembling  lard.  It  is  attended 
with  little  pain.  If  the  ulceration  fpread,  its 
tendency  is  toward  the  velum  pendulum, 
uvula,  and  palate.  After  deflroying  thefe 
parts,  it  fixes  on  the  fpongy  bones  of  the 
nofe,  and  is  then  accompanied  with  a difeharge 
of  very  offenfive  matter  termed  ozeena.  The 
aphthous  ulcer  has,  I believe,  no  tendency  to 
affefr  the  bones.  Thefe  circumftances  being 
kept  in  mind,  will,  in  as  far  as  it  is  pofiible  to 
convey  an  idea  of  appearances  in  the  living 
body  by  words,  enable  a perfon  accuffomed  to 
infpect  the  fauces,  to  diftinguifh  at  any  period, 
the  one  difeafe  from  the  other. 

But  unfortunately  the  aphthous  fore-throat 
is  a frequent  confequence  of  the  improper 
adminift ration  of  mercury.  A mercurial 
qc-urfe  long  proita&ed,  whether  from  irregu- 
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larities  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  or  in  con- 
fequence  of  attempting  to  effed  a cure  by 
what  has  been  termed  the  alterative  mode, 
may  defervedly  be  claffed  among  the  general 
irritants  of  the  conftitution,  which  have  been 
already  adverted  to,  as  the  exciting  caufes 
of.  this  complaint.  In  this  cafe  the  diagnofis 
of  the  difeafe  is  not  only  more  difficult,  but 
it  is  alfo  of  more  importance  that  it  ffiould 
be  accurate,  as  an  erroneous  judgment  may 
be  attended  with  the  mod  ferious  confequences 
to  the  patient.  While  the  conftitution  is 
under  the  influence  of  mercury,  a fecondary 
venereal  ulceration  very  rarely,  perhaps  never, 
occurs.  So  ftrbng  indeed  is  the  preemption 
againft  the  venereal  difeafe  affeding  the  throat 
even  during  the  mcft  irregularly  conduced 
mercurial  courfe,  that  the  greateft  caution 
fhould  be  ufed  in  pronouncing  this  fymptom 
to  be  Syphilitic.  In  all  doubtful  cafes  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  our  practice  ought  to  be 
regulated  by  the  following  golden  rule: 
Never  adminifter  mercury  on  fufpicion,  but 
wait  till  the  acceffion  of  fome  decifive  fymptom 
render  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  no  longer 
equivocal.  By  fuch  condud  no  time  is  in 
fad  loft,  the  patient  is  fpared  much  fuffering, 
and  when  all  ground  of  doubt  is  removed’ 
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a deciflve  ana  energetic  pra&ice  may  be 
adopted,  and  perfifted  in. 

A confideration  of  the  circumftances  which 
have  been  afligned  as  giving  rife  to  aphthous 
fore-throat  will  readily  fugged:  the  mode  of 
cure.  A temporary  retirement  to  the  coun- 
try, where  a change  of  obje&s  may  tend  to 
remove  anxiety  of  mind,  and  breathing  a 
purer  atmofpnere,  give  an  appetite  for  fimple 
and  nutritious  food,  is  a plan  which,  if  adopted 
in  due  time,  will  in  general  be  found  to  fuc- 
ceed.  In  aid  of  it,  decodlion  of  farfaparihT2, 
infufion  of  Peruvian  bark,  acidulated  with 
vitriolic  acid,  butter-milk  taken  in  an  afceflent 
Hate,  may  occafionally  be  ufed  with  advan- 
tage. Such  flight  ulcerations,  accompanied 
with  a relaxed  date  of  the  fauces,  are  fre- 
quently relieved  by  the  ufe  of  fome  chalybeate 
fpring,  as  that  of  Tunbridge. 

Gargling  with  a folution  of  white  vitriol, 
or  the  infufum  rofe,  are  proper  topical  ap- 
plications. Advantage  may  alfo  be  derived 
from  touching  the  ulcerations  with  mel  rofle 
two  ounces,  to  which  may  be  added  alum, 
or  acid,  muriatic,  one  dram,  or  the  oxymel 
' aeruginis  may  be  ufed  with  the  fame  in- 
tention. 

The  painful  ulcerations  extending  along 

the 


SUPPLEMENT. 


xix 


the  edges  of  the  tongue  are  in  general  much 
relieved  by  frequently  wafhing  with  a folution 
of  the  hydragyrus  muriatus,  or  the  cuprum 
vitriolatum,  in  the  proportion  of  one  grain 
to  an  ounce  of  water.  In  this  diftrefling 
complaint  I have  alfo  feen  advantage  derived 
from  the  local  application  of  leeches. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  as  indeed 
of  many  others,  it  is  of  importance  to  obtain 
the  confidence  of  the  patient.  Peculiar  af- 
fections of  the  mind,  we  have  already  feen, 
are  often  intimately  connected  with  the  exift- 
ence  of  this  fpecies  of  fore-throat ; but  ftill 
more  frequently  is  the  mind  of  the  patient 
prepoflefied  with  the  idea  of  its  being  venereal; 
an  opinion  which  it  is  often  vain  to  combat. 
Under  its  influence  he  runs  from  one  prac- 
titioner to  another,  till  he  finds  fome  one  who 
either  in  reality  coincides  with  him,  or  affefr- 
ing  fo  to  do,  adminifters  mercury,  nor  wiR 
any  thing  convince  him  of  his  error,  but  ex- 
perience, which  fometimes  arrives  too  late. 
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Of  a peculiar  Form  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe 

taking  place  in  Perfons  ’who  have  refided 
feme  Time  in  India . 

Several  opportunities  have  occurred  to 
me  of  obferving  a collection  of  diftreffing 
fymptoms  in  gentlemen  who  have  returned 
from  India,  the  origin  of  which  the  patients 
themfelves  always  attribute  to  venereal  in- 
fection, but  which  mercury,  as  adminiftered 
in  this  country,  has  no  powers  of  alleviating. 
Though  practitioners  in  extenfive  employment 
mult  frequently  have  met  with  this  complaint, 
I have  never  as  yet  feen  its  exigence  adverted 
to  in  any  publication.  Iam  indeed  acquainted 
with  one  gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  pro- 
fedion,  who,  from  confiderable  experience 
in  luch  cafes,  has  extracted  the  following 
fhort  aphorifm  : “ they  all  die.”  As  I am  of 
opinion  that  this  general  canon  is  rather 
founded  on  an  obflinate  perfeverance  in  the 
of  mercury,  than  on  the  incurable  nature  of  ufe 
the  difeafe  ; having  feen  oneinftance  of  a com- 
plete cure  effeCted  by  other  means ; and  being 
defirous  of  directing  the  attention  of  medical 
men  to  a difeafe  the  nature  of  which  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  hitherto  duly  invefti- 
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gated,  I {hall  give  a detail  of  fome  of  the 
cafes  that  have  come  under  my  notice. 

Mr.  S.  twenty  years  of  age,  of  a delicate 
but  healthy  conftitution,  went  on  board  of 
{hip,  being  his  fecond  voyage  to  India,  with 
fome  flight  fymptoms  of  venereal  infeflion, 
Ihefe  were  fuppofed  to  be  eradicated  by 
mercurial  remedies  taken  during  the  voyage. 
While  in  India,  after  being  one  night  much 
heated  with  dancing,  and  drinking  freely  of 
wine,  he  fell  afleep,  thinly  clothed,  in  the 
open  air.  Awaking  in  the  morning  he 

found  himfelf  unable  to  move,  the  condenfed 
perfpiration  forming,  to  ufe  his  own  words, 
a tenacious  cruft  over  the  whole  furface  of 
his  body.  The  confequence  of  this  impru- 
dence was  a fever,  fucceeded  by  fwellings  of 
the  joints,  enlargement  of  the  bones,  and 
ulceration  of  the  throat.  Thefe  being  con- 
fidered  as  venereal  fymptoms,  mercury  was 
adminiftered,  but  without  removing  them 
During  the  whole  of  the  voyage  home  he  was 
unable  to  leave  his  cot,  and  was  at  laft  fo 
reduced  by  debility  and  pain,  as  to  be  under 
tne  neceflity  of  being  removed  from  Portf- 
mouth  to  London  in  a litter. 

\\  hen  I fir {f  faw  him,  the  joint  of  one 
knee  was  enlarged  to  four  times  its  ufual 
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fize,  and  apparently  contained  a fluid.  Ul- 
ceration and  lofs  of  fubftance  was  evident  in 
the  throat ; on  various  parts  of  the  body 
deep  infenfible  ulcers  difcharged  a fanious 
matter,  and  the  veftiges  of  many  others 
healed  up  were  apparent.  On  the  back  df 
one  hand,  and  the  upper  part  of  one  foot, 
was  the  fear  of  a large  wound  from  which 
fragments  of  bone  had  been  difcharged,  and 
on  examination  one  of  the  metacarpal  and  of 
the  metatarfal  bones  was  found  to  be  wan- 
ting. He  was  extremely  enfeebled,  and  the 
emaciation  of  the  body  was  confiderable. 
Notwithftanding  this  accumulation  of  diftrefs 
the  fpirits  of  the  patient  were  good  ; and, 
from  the  attention  of  an  excellent  mother, 
he  experienced  every  comfort  that  his  fitua- 
tion  admitted  of. 

Mercury  was  again  adminiftered;  and  from 
its  ufe  he  received  the  fame  temporary  be- 
nefit he  had  repeatedly  before  experienced. 
Its  ufe  was  foon  however  productive  of  in- 
flammation of  the  eyes,  great  increafe  of 
debility,  and  a flow  of  watery  fluid  from  the 
mouth,  which  rendered  it  neceflary,  after  a 
fliort  time,  to  defifl;  from  it. 

Among  various  other  remedies  he  tried 
for  about  a fortnight  a firong  deco&ion  of 
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guaiacum.  While  uling  this,  fever al  of  the 
fores  healed  ; and,  what  was  remarkable,  the 
fluid  contained  in  the  knee  joint  was  abforbed, 
and  for  the  firft  time  fince  his  return  home 
he  quitted  his  bed  feveral  fuccelfive  days,  and 
walked,  with  the  affiftance  of  crutches,  into 
the  adjoining  room.  The  guaiacum  at  length 
producing  irritation  and  fever,  was  laid  afide. 
Water  now  began  to  accumulate  in  the  ab- 
domen and  in  the  cellular  membrane.  By 
an  effort  of  nature  this  water  was  once  taken 
up,  a copious  difcharge  of  urine  took  place, 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  wholly 
fubfided.  But  the  difeafe  foon  recurred,  and 
after  lingering  about  a year  from  the  time  of 
his  return  to  this  country,  he  died  univerfally 
dropfical. 

Another  inflance  of  a fimilar  difeafe  took 
place  in  a gentleman  who  before  going  to 
India  had  repeatedly  venereal  infections,  and 
had  alfo  lived  irregularly  in  other  refpeCts. 
After  a few  years  refidence  at  Madras,  he 
loft  his  health,  and  returned  to  this  country 
affected  with  various  anomalous  fymptoms. 
Swellings  of  the  knee  joints  occurring  al- 
ternately, enlargements  and  pains  of  the  bones, 
and  cutaneous  eruptions.  After  trying  mer- 
cury, Bath-waters,  &c.  without  any  permanent 
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benefit,  he  determined  to  return  to  India,  and 
died  on  his  outward  paflage. 

In  1796  I vifited  an  officer  who  had  been 
more  than  ten  years  in  India,  and  had  under- 
gone confiderable  fatigue  in  the  campaigns 
under  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  fkin  was  dif- 
coloured  in  various  parts  ; there  was  alfo  con- 
fiderable enlargement  of  the  bones  of  both 
legs,  attended  with  fo  much  nocturnal  pain, 
as  made  a confiderable  quantity  of  laudanum, 
more  than  a hundred  drops,  requifite  to 
procure  fleep.  For  thefe  complaints,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  originate  in  a venereal  taint, 
he  had  repeatedly  ufed  mercury  in  India. 
Being  taken  prifoner  on  his  way  to  this 
country,  he  was  carried  to  America,  and  at 
Philadelphia  went  through  a courfe  of  farfa- 
parilja  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Ruffi.  Before 
X faw  him  he  had  again  ufed  mercury,  un- 
der the  direction  of  an  eminent  furgeon  of 
this  country.  For  a time  it  mitigated  the 
no&urnal  pains,  but  it  foon  produced  a flow 
of  thin  watery  fluid,  not  ropy,  as  takes  place 
in  common  falivation,  attended  with  excoria- 
tion of  the  mouth,  and  confiderable  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyes,  which  rendered  it  necef 
fary  to  difcontinue  its  farther  ufe.  Fie  alfo 
tried  a decoction  of  mezereon,  made  as  ftrong 
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ns  the  flomach  could  bear.  From  this  no 
benefit  was  derived,  as  during  its  ufe  the  {kin 
covering  one  of  the  nodes  ulcerated,  dif- 
charging  an  ichorous  matter.  He  next  went 
to  the  fea-fide  and  bathed  ; there  the  ulcera^ 
tion  healed  and  he  recovered  a confiderable 
lhare  of  health  and  ftrength. 

After  his  return  to  town,  the  no&urnal 
pains  which  had  never  wholly  abated,  in- 
created  fo  much  as  to  make  him  defirous  of 
again  trying  mercury,  from  which  he  had 
always  experienced  temporary  relief.  To 
this  I obje&ed,  the  more  ftrenuoully,  as  I had 
recently  witnefied  a perfon  in  a fimilar  pre- 
dicament fink  under  univerfal  dropfy,  ori- 
ginating in  my  opinion,  in  a too  obftinate 
perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  mercurials.  Being 
at  that  time  engaged  in  an  attentive  perufal 
of  the  early  writers  on  the  venereal  difeafe, 
collected  in  the  large  volume  known  by  the 
general  title  of  Aphrodifiacus,  the  confident 
manner  in  which  the  cure  of  every  flage  of 
the  difeafe,  by  means  of  guaiacum  is  men- 
tioned, made  a ftrong  impreflion  on  my  mind. 
The  irkfome  reftraint  of  diet  with  which  it 
was  neceflary  to  accompany  the  ufe  of  the 
guaiacum,  appeared  alfo  to  be  the  principal 
reafon  of  its  falling  into  difufe,  the  cure  by 
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means  of  mercury  being  preferred,  as  ad- 
mitting of  greater  latitude  in  the  general 
habits  of  living.  The  celebrated  cafe  of 
Ulric  Van  Hutten,  who  received  a cure  by 
guaiacum,  after  undergoing  repeated  faliva- 
tions  in  vain,  had  alfo  its  due  weight. 

I drew  up,  in  writing,  a fhort  account 
of  the  reafons  which  induced  me  to  fugged: 
a trial  of  this  mode  of  cure  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  as  well  as  of  the  drift  regimen  re- 
quired to  enfure  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  and 
left  the  choice  of  adopting  it  to  the  patient, 
knowing  him  to  be  podeffed  of  that  firmnefs 
of  mind  which  would  enfure  a perfeverance 
in  whatever  he  determined  on.  Ke  refolved 
to  make  the  trial ; and,  as  a hrd  dep,  imme- 
diately diminifiied  his  food  to  half  the 
quantity  he  was  accudomed  to.  In  a few 
days  he  again  abdrafted  half  the  remaining 
quantity.  His  breakfad  confided  of  a fmali 
piece  of  toaded  bread,  without  butter,  and  a 
little  tea  ; at  dinner  he  never  exceeded  the 
wing  of  a chicken,  half  a pigeon,  or  fuch 
like,  with  three  glades  of  white  w'ine,  after 
which  he  took  nothing  till  next  day.  At 
the  fame  time  he  commenced  the  ufe  of  the 
decoction,  which  was  made  by  macerating, 
in  a gallon  of  water,  during  the  night,  a 
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pound  of  rafur.  guaiac.  procured  from  the 
Hall,  which  next  day  was  boiled  to  half  the 
quantity.  This  was  poured  off,  arvt  the 
wood  boiled  a fecond  time  in  order  to  form 
a drink  to  be  ufed  at  meals.  Of  the  ftrong 
deco&ion  he  took  about  two  thirds  of  a pint 
in  the  morning,  fome  hours  before  leaving 
bed,  and  an  equal  quantity  in  the  evening, 
drinking  the  weak  at  dinner  indead  of  beer. 

In  the  courfe  of  a few  days  a peculiar 
flirinking  and  fhrivelled  appearance  of  the 
fkin  of  the  hands  and  feet  took  place,  a 
fymptom  noticed  by  the  fupporters  of  this 
remedy,  as  one  of  the  mod  early  indications 
of  its  falutary  effe&s  on  the  conflitution.  His 
deep  was  more  found  and  refrelhing,  without 
any  opiate  than  it  had  been  for  years  pad.  He 
perfpired  moderately  towards  morning,  and 
had  at  all  times  a gentle  moidure  on  his  fkin, 
refembling  that  of  a perfon  in  good  health. 
The  pulfe  was  regular  and  flower  than  it  had 
been  previous  to  the  commencement  of  this 
courfe.  In  the  courfe  of  the  third  week  he 
wholly  laid  aflde  the  ufe  of  the  weak  decoc- 
tion, and  took  more  than  a quart  of  the 
drong  daily.  He  was  now  very  much  ema- 
ciated, the  whole  fat  of  the  fydem  appearing 
to  be  abforbed,  infomuch  that  the  hand  held 
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up  between  the  eye  and  a drong  light,  was 
(lightly  diaphanous  between  the  metacarpal 
bones*,  yet  his  look  was  healthy,  and  his 
fpirits  uncommonly  good.  The  cravings  of 
appetite  were  now  importunate,  but  he  had 
the  fortitude  to  refill  them,  and  to  perfevere 
in  his  rigorous  abftinence.  His  linen  was 
evidently  tinged  of  a greenifh  hue  by  the 
perfpiration,  of  which  colour  the  urine  alfo 
partook,  proofs  that  the  guaiacum  had  per- 
vaded every  part  of  the  fydem.  The  fize  of 
the  nodes  on  both  legs  was  confiderably  di- 
minilhed,  and  they  were  occafionally  elec- 
trified with  a view  to  promote  abforption. 

The  courfe  was  perfifted  in  for  fix  weeks, 
the  whole  of  which  was  pafied  in  an  apart- 
ment where  the  thermometer  was  never  per- 
mitted to  fall  below  fixty.  During  the  lad 
week  the  patient  augmented  the  quantity  of 
his  food  a little,  and,  on  reverting  to  his  cuf- 
tomary  habits  of  life,  he  rapidly  acquired 
fiefli  and  ftrength,  and  exprefied  himfelf  as 
enjoying  more  completely  the  feelings  of  good 
health,  than  at  any  former  period  of  his  life. 
The  fibula  of  the  left  leg  on  which  the  mod 
confiderable  enlargement  had  been  feated,  dill 
remained  thickened  ; but  from  that  period  till 
the  prefent,  after  the  lapfe  of  more  than  five 
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years,  it  has  never  been  at  all  troublefome ; 
he  continues  in  good  health,  and  is  now  ths 
father  of  a family. 

From  this  cafe  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
infer  that  guaiacum  is  to  be  relied  on  as  a 
remedy  for  any  ftage  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ; 
but  as  a refource  againfl:  fome  of  the  anoma- 
lous fequelse  of  that  complaint,  which  do  not 
yield  to  the  ufual  modes  of  treatment  *.  The 
indolent  enlargement  of  the  bones,  and 
watery  effufions  in  the  cavities  of  the  joints, 

• The  authority  of  Lord  Bacon  may  perhaps  tend 
to  augment  a confidence  in  the  fafety  as  well  as  the 
efficacy  of  the  plan  here  recommended. 

“ Certum  eft,  diaetas,  quae  in  ufu  funt,  ex  guajaco 
praecipue,  atquc  ex  farfaparilla,  et  china,  et  fafiafras 
praefertim  longius  continuatas,  et  feciindum  regulas  ri~ 
gidiores , univerfum  corporis  fuccum,  primo  attenuare, 
deinde  confumere  atque  forbere ; quod  manifeftiffi- 
mum  eft,  quia  morbum  Gallicum  ufque  ad  gum- 
mofitates  proveetum,  qulque  intimos  corporis  fuccos 
occupaverit  et  depravaverit,  ex  illis  diaetis  pofle  curari 
probatum  eft  : atque  infuper,  quia  aeque  manifeftum 
eft,  per  hujufmodi  diaetas  homines  fabtos  macilentos f 
pallidos , et  qxiafi  cadaverofos,  paulo  poft  impinguari, 
colorari,  et  manifefto  renovari.  Quamobrem  hujuf- 
modi diaetas,  vergente  aetate  femel  bienno,  ad  intentio- 
ncm  noftram  utiles  efie  omnino  exiftimamus,  tanquam 
exuvias  et  fpolia  fe^ntum.” 

liiftoria  Vitae  ct  Mortis,  vol.  2.  p.  174.  edit.  1730. 

which 
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which  chara&erife  the  ftate  of  difeafe  I have 
been  endeavouring  to  defcribe,  appear  to 
originate  in  the  inactivity  of  the  abforbent 
veffels : a ftate,  perhaps  induced  by  the 
operation  of  mercury  on  a fyftein  previoufly 
debilitated  by  a warm  climate.  In  all  the 
cafes  which  have  occurred  to  me,  mercury 
had  been  previoufly  adminiflered ; which, 
though  it  feemed  to  remove  the  fpecific  in- 
fection, left  the  abforbent  veffels  fo  much  de- 
bilitated, as  to  be  unable  to  take  up  the  local 
effufions  of  fluid,  or  depositions  of  folid 
matter,  Symptoms  occafionally  taking  place  in 
the  advanced  Stages  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 

No  opportunity  has  fmce  occurred  of  ad- 
miniftering  guaiacum  in  a Similar  cafe.  In- 
deed it  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  meet 
with  a perfon  poflefled  of  Sufficient  refolution 
to  fuflain  that  degree  of  abftinence  which  I 
believe  to  constitute  an  important  part  of 
this  mode  of  cure.  But  on  the  experience 
which  has  now  been  detailed,  I would  not 
hefitate  to  recommend  the  trial  of  a Similar 
plan,  in  preference  to  a mercurial  courfe,  in 
cafes  where  I am  convinced  the  latter  is  of 
no  avail. 
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Of  Impotence * 

Of  the  difficulty  of  treating  the  prefent  fub- 
jedt  with  propriety  I am  well  aware  : and  being 
not  unmindful  of  the  undeferved  obloquy  to 
which,  at  no  very  diftant  period,  the  publica- 
tion of  fome  well  intended  obfervations  on  the 
fame  topic  expofed  their  author,  it  is  by  a fin- 
cere  conviction  alone  how  much  of  individual 
miferv  has  originated  from  the  aiffufed  circula- 
tion  of  fome  popular  works  on  thefe  complaints, 
that  I am  now  induced  to  venture  on  this  tender 
ground.  Incedo  per  ignes  fuppofitos. — But  if 
I may  hope  to  be  inftrumental  in  faving  one 
human  being  from  that  ftate  of  mental  de» 
fpair  which  I have  too  frequently  witneffed, 
or  in  refcuing  a fingle  vidtim  from  the  fangs 
of  thofe  harpies,  who,  pretending  to  the  ex- 
clufive  treatment  of  this  clafs  of  complaints, 
operate  on  that  nervous  fufceptibility  which 
peculiarly  charadterifes  their  unfortunate  ob- 
jedts,  in  fuch  a manner  as  not  only  to  ruin 
their  peace  of  mind,  but  occafionally  to  extort 
fums  of  money  hardly  credible,  I ffiall  be 
confoled  for  encountering  the  rifk  of  cenfure. 

That  fuch  confequences.  were  far  remote 
from  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  authors 

of 
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of  the  works  alluded  to,  I am  well  perfuaded. 
They  appear  indeed  to  refult  from  an  unne- 
ceffary  attempt  to  combine  moral  with  me- 
dical confiderations.  To  augment  that  de- 
fpondent  date  of  mind,  occafionally  produced 
by  a derangement  of  fome  of  the  functions 
of  the  animal  ceconomy,  can  never  be  the 
duty  of  the  phyfician.  My  prefent  purpofe 
is  to  drew,  that  the  moft  common  fpecies,  at 
lead,  of  this  malady,  originates  in  an  artificial 
affociation  between  a peculiar  train  of  mental 
ideas,  and  certain  actions  of  the  corporeal 
organs ; and  that  this  unnatural  affociation 
admits  of  being  diffevered,  and  the  difeafe 
depending  on  it  cured,  or  at  lead  alleviated, 
in  like  manner  as  other  morbid  affections  of 
the  human  frame. 

The  following  narrative  may  ferve  to  ex- 
plain a meaning,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
vey in  general  terms: 

A young  man  of  a drong  and  ardent  ima- 
gination, w'hofe  athletic  appearance  offered 
the  mod  fatisfa&ory  proof  that  his  conditu- 
tion  had  differed  no  material  injury  from 
fome  improper  habits  acquired  at  fchool, 
about  the  age  of  twenty  happened  acciden- 
tally to  perufe  the  treatife  of  the  celebrated 
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Dr.  Tiffot.  From  fome  of  the  horrors  there 
detailed,  his  mind,  naturally  fufceptible,  imme- 
diately took  the  alarm. v He  conceived,  that 
he  had  for  ever  ruined  his  conflitution,  had 
rendered  himfelf  impotent,  and  under  the  im- 
preflion  of  being  his  own  afi'aflin,  was  become 
unfit  to  live.  So  powerfully  was  his  imagina- 
tion affected  by  the  fuppofed  enormity  of  his 
crime,  and  influenced  by  the  notion  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  warn  others  againft  a fimilar 
danger,  that  he  purchafed  every  copy  of  Tif- 
fot  he  could  lay  his  hands  on,  carried  them  in 
his  pocket,  and  diflributed  them,  accompanied 
with  fuitable  remonftranceSj  to  fuch  young 
men,  and  even  to  the  young  women  of  his 
acquaintance,  whom  he  conceived  to  be  in 
danger  of  lapfing  into  fimilar  errors.  The  deri- 
fion  to  which  fuch  conduct  neceffarily  expofed 
him,  tended  to  aggravate  his  mental  diftrefs : 
he,  however,  took  the  trouble,  as  he  expreffed 
Jhimfelf,  in  fome  letters  deliberately  left  for  the 
perufal  of  his  friends,  to  drag  on  exiftence  for 
a twelvemonth  under  the  preffure  of  thefe  af- 
flictions, in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
difcharge  fome  trifling  pecuniary  obligations. 
This  purpofe  being  completed*  he  put  a period 
to  his  exiftence  by  fhooting  himfelf  through 
the  head. 
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Inftead  of  meeting  with  a book,  in  which,  t 
am  ready  to  allow,  from  the  belt  of  motives, 
the  injurious  confequences  of  certain  perni- 
cious habits  are  placed  in  the  ^ftrongefl  point 
of  view,  had  this  young  man  confided  his  fup- 
pofed  errors  to  fome  humane  perfon,  who, 
by  teaching  him  that  his  complaints  w'ere  at 
lead  in  equal  meafure  connected  with  the  ftate 
of  the  mind,  as  of  the  body,  and  convincing 
him,  that  a reftoration  to  health  was  by  no 
means  impofiible,  could  have  fucceeded  in 
foothing  his  wounded  fpirit,  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  but  that  an  individual,  whofe  firong 
fenfe  of  moral  rectitude  afforded  the  belt 
proof  of  an  excellent  difpofiticn,  might  have 
been  prefer ved  to  his  friends  and  to  fociety. 

Several  cafes,  where  mental  affeftions,  ori- 
ginating in  caufes  of  a fimilar  kind,  have  ter- 
minated in  fuicide,  are  related  in  the  zoono- 
mia  of  Dr.  Darwin. 

Any  impediment  that  prevents  the  due  per- 
formance of  the  fexual  intercourfe  on  the  part 
of  the  male,  is  ufyally  termed  impotence  ; a 
deleft  which  may  arife  from  fome  organic  im- 
perfeftion,  either  natural,  or  acquired,  of  the 
parts  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  generation. 
Examples  of  the  former  kind  rarely  occur  : 
the  care  taken  by  Nature  to  fecure  the  perpe- 
tuity 
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tuity  of  the  fpecies  of  all  animals,  is  ftrongly 
teftified  by  the  comparatively  few  inftances 
which'happen  of  any  connate  monflrofity  of 
the  fexual  organs.  When  the  ftrutture  of 
thefe  parts  has  been  injured  by  accident,  or 
by  difeafe,  the  nature  of  the  mifchief  is  in 
general  obvious,  and  the  mode  of  treatment 
well  underftood. 

A variety  of  this  complaint,  of  much  more 
frequent  occurrence,  appears  to  be  connected 
with  a peculiar  date  of  mind.  The  malady 
now  alluded  to,  mod  frequently  takes  place 
among  young  men  confined  to  fedentary  oc- 
cupations, and  more  particularly  among  thofe 
engaged  in  literary  purfuits*.  If,  towards 
that  period  of  life,  when  Nature  intent  on  perr 
fe&ing  the  individual,  evolves  a degree  of  vital 
energy,  by  which  youth  is  irrefiflibly  impelled 
to  the  molt  a&ive  exertions ; boys,  inftead  of 
being  permitted  to  co-operate  with  her  inten- 
tions, and  complete  the  developement  of  their 

* “ Les  gens  de  lettres,  les  penfeurs,  les  artiftes, 
en  un  mot  tous  les  hommes  dont  les  nerfs  et  les  cer- 
veaux  recoivent  beaucoup  d’imprcflions,  oil  combinent 
beaucoup  d’idees  font  tre9  foujets  a des  pertes  nocturnes 
de  remence.,> 

Hiftoire  phyfiologiqne  des  SenPations,  par  Cabanis. 
Memoircs  de  lTnftitute  National,  tom.  i. 
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limbs,  by  indulging  freely  in  athletic  exer- 
cifes,  be  confined  to  fchool,  or  to  occupations 
where  the  faculties  of  the  mind  . are  called  into 
action  in  preference  to  thofe  of  the  body,  the 
fuperabundant  irritability  is  very  prone  to  ex- 
pend itfelf  on  wrong  obje&s. 

In  fuch  fituations  improper  habits  are 
readily  acquired,  at  firfl:  by  imitation  \ and 
they  are  in  general  continued,  from  ignorance 
of  the  injurious  confequences  to  which  they 
ultimately  lead.  To  fupply  the  place  of  the 
natural  objett,  the  powers  of  imagination 
are  brought  into  action.  By  repeated  volun- 
tary efforts  to  retain  certain  ideas  in  the  mind, 
combined  with  peculiar  organic  operations, 
new  affociations  between  the  mind  and  fome 
of  the  corporeal  aflions  are  eftablifhed  ; and 
volition  is  gradually  brought  to  influence  a 
function,  which,  according  to  the  dilates  of 
Nature,  ought  never  to  be  exercifed  but  under 
the  foie  influence  of  appetite. 

In  confequence  of  frequent  repetition,  cer- 
tain organs  become  at  length  more  readily 
excited  to  a&ion  by  the  influence  of  the  mind, 
than  by  the  operation  even  of  their  natural 
ftimuli.  Hence  the  origin  of  nocturnal  emif- 
fions : fome  flight  local  irritation  of  the  parts 
of  generation  agitates  the  firfl  link  of  that 

chain 
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chain  of  ideas,  which,  in  the  manner  already 
explained,  has  been  artificially  aflfociated  with 
the  atlions  of  thefe  organs ; uninterrupted  by 
volition,  and  undifiurbed  by  external  impref- 
fions,  the  train  proceeds,  and  the  organs  com- 
plete their  functions  in  obedience  to  this  unna- 
tural impulfe.  This  theory  might  perhaps  be 
extended,  were  this  a fit  place  for  fuch  difqui- 
firions,  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  dreaming 
in  general.  Like  other  dreams,  thefe  alfo 
mod  commonly  occur  towards  morning,  be- 
cauie  the  renovation  of  excitability  taking 
place  during  fleep,  renders  the  fydem  more 
fufceptible  of  every  iinprefiion.  By  each  fuc- 
ceftive  repetition,  the  new  aflbeiation  is  farther 
confirmed,  and  the  difficulty  of  breaking 
through  it  increafed,  while  the  ability  of  duly 
performing  the  natural  act  is  proportionably 
impaired  : by  the  improper  interference  of  the 
mind  the  parts  are  either  hurried  into  unna- 
tural rapidity  of  action,  or  from  being  long 
accultomed  to  obey  the  influence  of  the  ima- 
gination, they  ceafe  altogether  ro  be  excited 
by  their  proper  object. 

To  difeover  and  to  check  in  their  com- 
mencement the  vicious  habits  from  which  thefe 
complaints  originate,  comes  more  immediately 
within  the  province  of  thofe  to  whom  the  im- 
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portant  tafk  of  education  is  entruded.  It  con* 
ftitutes  indeed  a delicate  and  a difficult  part 
of  their  duty*  Let  me,  however,  be  permit^ 
ted  to  fugged,  that  ridicule  and  contempt 
would  perhaps  be  found  more  effedtual 
weapons  to  combat  a propenfity  to  thefe  im- 
moral and  enervating  habits,  than  a more 
ferious  reprefentation  of  their  ultimately  in- 
jurious confequences.  To  .comprehend  the 
latter,  necedarily  implies  the  podedion  of  a 
fhare  of  information  concerning  fubje&s,  with 
which  it  is  better,  at  lead,  to  fuppofe  the  young 
mind  unacquainted.  But  when  the  mifchief 
is  done,  and  the  mind  has  taken  the  alarm, 
whatever  may  be  deemed  the  mod  prudent 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  tutor,  it  never  can 
conditute  any  portion  of  wifdom,  and  dill  lefs 
of  duty,  in  the  phyfician,  to  aggravate  the 
mental  didrefs  of  his  patient,  by  infiding  on 
the  moral  evil  of  fuch  habits,  beyond  what 
may  be  necedary  to  prevent  a repetition  of 
them  ; which,  however,  is  rarely  necedary, 
when  the  patient  has  become  fufficiently  fen- 
dble  of  his  fituation  to  apply  for  the  adidance 
of  medicine. 

If  the  reafoning  by  which  I have  attempted 
to  prove,  that  the  fpecies  of  impotence  com- 
monly imputed  to  habitual  indulgence  in  thefe 
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practices,  depends  in  fa&  on  the  eftablifhment 
of  a new  and  artificial  afiociation  between  the 
mind  and  the  organs  of  generation,  be  in  any 
degree  conclusive,  the  principal  indication  of 

cure  muft  of  courfe  confifl  in  an  attempt  to 

/ 

interrupt  or  deftroy  this  new  alfociation  ; when 
that  object  is  accompliffied,  the  organs  fup- 
pofed  to  be  defective,  will,  with  the  return  of 
general  health,  be  found  to  refume  their  na- 
tural  and  proper  functions. 

The  efficacy  of  opium  in  diminifhing  the 
feniibility  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  its  well- 
known  powers  in  obviating  the  recurrence 
of  certain  periodical  convullive  difeafes,  arifing 
from  peculiar  irritations,  a clafs  of  complaints 
with  which  nofturnal  emiffions  have  confider- 
able  analogy,  point  it  out  as  one  of  the  belt 
means  of  interrupting  new  affociations  of  ac- 
tion in  the  living  body.  It  was  firfi:  employed 
with  fuccefs  in  this  particular  complaint  by 
the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  when  duly 
adminiftered,  is  generally  produ&ive  of  the 
defired  event.  The  preparations  of  opium 
are  various : diflolved  in  vegetable  acid  or  in 
water,  or  in  form  of  an  extract  made  by  eva- 
porating the  aqueous  folution,  this  valuable 
medicine  feems  to  be  exempt  from  fome  -of 
the  unpleafant  confequences  attending  the 
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life  of  the  fpirituous  tindlure.  The  dofe  of 
the  opiate  requires  to  be  gradually  augment- 
ed, in  proportion  as  the  fyftem  becomes  ha- 
bituated to  its  operation.  Its  ufe  muff  alfo  be 
difcontinued  in  the  fame  guarded  manner  : 
coftivenefs  fhould  be  prevented  by  combining 
fome  gentle  purgative  with  the  opium,  as  a 
a few  grains  of  rhubarb,  or  of  the  galbanum 
pill. 

Having  by  thefe  means  fucceeded  in  inter- 
rupting the  acquired  affociation  between  the 
mental  and  organic  actions,  the  object  next  in 
importance  is  to  prevent  the  mind  from  re- 
curring to  its  former  affociations.  This  is  to 
be  attempted  by  endeavouring  to  occupy  the 
attention  with  different  purfuits.  In  vain  can 
it  be  expected  that  a mind  difeafed  is  capable, 
by  a voluntary  exertion,  of  ceafing  to  dwell  on 
any  particular  feri'es  of  ideas.  The  very  effort 
to  banifh  it,  beeps  the  forbidden  theme  ever 
prefent  to  the  recolle&ion.  In  his  celebrated 
work  on  education,  Rouffeau  has  with  much 
propriety  fuggefled,  that  the  period  of  youth, 
when  the  nafcent  paffions  are  moft  liable  to 
be  inflamed,  either  by  the  imagination,  or  the 
fenfes,  fhould  be  as  much  as  poflible  occupied  , 
m the  fports  of  the  field.  The  ardor  with 
^vhich,  at  that  period  of  life,  thefe  diverfions 
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are  ufuallv  purfued,  excludes  every  other  idea, 
while  the  neceflary  corporeal  exertion  ex- 
hands  the  fuperabundant  irritability  of  the 
fyftem,  and  days  of  fatigue  are  followed  by 
nights  of  profound  repofe.  On  a fimilar 
principle,  a journey,  a fea  voyage,  engaging  ill 
fome  a&ive  purfuit,  or  in  fituations  incom- 
patible with  fuch  conduct,  even  attending  with 
afliduity  to  bufinefs,  will  be  found  ufeful  in 
interrupting  the  aflbciation  on  which  the  com- 
plaint in  great  meafure  depends. 

In  proportion  as  the  fyftem  becomes  invigo- 
rated, an  appetite  for  plain  and  wholefcme 
food  will  of  courfe  take  place.  The  diet 
ought  to  confift  principally  of  -animal  food ; 
the  flelh  of  adult  animals,  as  beef  and  mutton, 
as  containing  a lefs  proportion  of  the  gelati- 
nous principle,  is  preferable  to  veal,  lamb,  or 
pork.  Milk,  butter,  eggs,  fugar,  and  all  fuch 
aliment  as  affords  a copious  fupply  of  nourifh- 
ment,  rather  of  a moift  and  flabby,  than  a firm 
and  fubftantial  nature,  are  to  be  avoided.  As 
a leading  objefr  in  the  treatment  of  thefe' 
complaints,  is  to  diminifh,  at  lead  temporarily, 
the  undue  fecretion  of  femen ; this,  like  the 
other  fecretions,  being  in  fome  meafure  pro- 
portioned to  the  quantity  of  moifl  aliment 
taken  into  the  fyflem,  it  will  be  found  of  im- 
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portance  to  diminifh  the  ufe  of  fluid  in  general 
to  as  fmall  a quantity  as  is  found  to  be  com* 
patible  with  health.  Tea  and  coffee  fhould 
be  very  fparingly  ufed,  or  rather,  if  poflible, 
wholly  abftained  from.  The  mofi:  proper 
beveridge  is  port  wine  and  water. 

During  the  night,  the  covering  ought  to  be 
as  light  as  a moderate  degree  of  warmth  will 
permit.  To  fleep  on  a mattrafs  is  preferable 
to  a bed  of  down  : and  it  is  of  particular  im- 
portance not  to  indulge  a moment  in  repofe, 
after  the  termination  of  the  natural  limits  of 
fleep.  tc  The  head,”  as  Ofborn  fays,  “ being 
at  that  time  too  apt  to  become  a cage  for  un- 
clean ideas  V* 

Bathing  in  the  fea,  or  in  a river  expofed  to 
the  influence  of  the  fun,  is  in  general  falutary ; 
but  to  invalids  afflifted  with  complaints  of  the 
nature  now  under  confideration,  I have  fre- 
quently found  the  cold  bath  injurious.  The 
enfeebled  conftitution  is  more  benefited  by  a 
bath  of  a temperature  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
the  living  body,  fuch  as  are  the  thermal  fprings 
of  Buxton. 

Other  remedies  require  to  be  varied,  ac- 
cording to  peculiar . cafes  and  conflitutions, 

i » 

* Advice  to  a Son.  Oxford  165S, 

Tonics, 
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Tonics,  as  they  are  ufually  termed,  are  not 
always  ufeful.  Elixir  of  vitriol,  taken  in 
Briftol  water,  natural  cnalybeates,  fuch  as 

thofe  of  Tunbridge  and  Hampftead,  artificial 

- 

preparations  of  fteel,  of  which  the  molt  effi- 
cacious is  the  carbonate,  and  the  astherial 
tin&ure,  are  occafionally  found  beneficial. 

From  the  ufe  of  the  terra  japonica,  or  ex- 
tract of  catechu,  I think  I have  obferved  good 
effects  in  diminifhing  the  inordinate  fecretion, 
which,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  confti- 
tutes  part  of  this  difeafe.  I was  firft  led  to 
employ  it  from  an  obfervation  contained  in 
the  account  of  the  tree  producing  the  terra 
japonica  communicated  by  the  late  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill : “ That,  when  too  profufely  ufed, 
it  was  fuppofed  by  the  native  phyficians  of 
India,  to  defiroy  the  venereal  appetite 
From  its  modified  adminiftration,  advantage 
may  certainly  be  derived. 

All  attempts  to  ftimulate  the  fyftem  by 
aphrodifiacs,  if  any  drugs  actually  deferving 
fuch  an  appellation  exift,  are  decidedly  inju- 
rious. Fatal  confequences  have  fometimes 
been  the  refult  of  an  imprudent  recourfe  to 
finch  means. 

# Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  v. 

From 
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From  a fteady  perfeverance  in  the  plan  now 
recommended,  of  which  the  leading  prin- 
ciple is  to  deflroy  the  aflociation  that  has  been 
artificially  introduced  between  the  imagina- 
tion and  the  actions  of  organs,  which  ought 
to  obey  the  impulfe  of  appetite  alone ; while 
the  fecond  intention  is,  by  invigorating  the 
fyftem  in  general,  to  render  it  lefs  fufceptible 
of  flight  impreflions  ; the  refloration  of  a 
certain  meafure  of  health,  proportioned  to 
the  injury  the  conftitution  had  previoufly 
fuftained,  may  with  confidence  be  expected. 

It  ought  to  be  generally  underftood,  that 
for  this  clafs  of  complaints,  no  fpecific  reme- 
dies can  in  the  nature  of  things  exift  ; and 
that  all  pretenfions  to  fuch,  are  founded  in 
impofition.  Matrimony  mud  indeed  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  completion  of  the  cure  \ and 
among  many  whom  I have  known  enter  into 
that  ftate  writh  confiderable  diffidence,  I have 
never  heard  of  any  phyfical  reafons  for  re- 
pentance. 

As  a farther  illuflration  of  the  doctrine 
that  has  been  now  advanced,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  even  the  mofl  vigorous  and 
healthy  men  are  liable  to  cafual  impotence, 
originating  from  afle&ions  of  the  mind.  If 
an  opinion  be  entertained,  that  on  feme  parti- 
cular 
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cular  occafion  it  is  incumbent  to  exhibit  more 
than  ufual  proofs  of  virility  ; or  if  a perfon 
be  imprefied  with  a doubt  concerning  his  own 
powers  ; or  if  the  imagination  be  overawed 
by  the  fuperior  rank,  or  uncommon  accom- 
plifhments  of  the  other  party  ; any  of  thefe 
ftates  of  mind,  which  are  in  faft  but  different 
modifications  of  the  paffion  of  fear,  may  pro- 
duce temporary  impotency.  Hence  alfo,  we 
are  enabled  to  account  for  the  finguiar  fact 
of  particular  men  being  impotent  with  refpect 
to  fome  women,  while  they  are  by  no  means 
in  a fimilar  predicament  with  regard  to 
others. 

The  real  foundation  of  a practice  formerly 
very  prevalent,  and  in  credulous  times  attri- 
buted to  the  influence  of  forcery,  admits 
of  an  eafy  explanation  on  the  fame  grounds. 
At  one  period,  it  was  a general  opinion  that 
certain  perfons  were  enabled,  by  the  influence 
of  magical  incantations,  to  prevent  the  con- 
fummation  of  marriage.  This  operation  was 
termed  maleficiating,  in  French,  nouer  Pegui - 
letie,  or  tying  the  point.  Lord  Bacon  in- 
forms us,  <c  That  in  Zant  it  was  very  com- 
mon to  make  men  impotent  to  accompany 
with  their  wives.  The  like  is  pra&ifed  in 
Gafcony  ; where  it  is  termed  nouer  Peguiktte. 

It 
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It  is  pra&ifed  always  upon  the  wedding-day  < 
and  in  Zant  the  mothers  themfelves  do  it,  by 
way  of  prevention,  becaufe  thereby  they  can 
hinder  other  charms,  and  can  undo  their  own. 
It  is  a thing  the  civil  law  taketh  knowledge  of, 
and  therefore  is  of  no  light  regard  The 
works  of  cotemporary  medical  writers  abound 
with  recipes  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
this  fpecies  of  witchcraft. 

The  various  hopes  and  fears  which  fre- 
quently agitate  the  mind  on  the  eve  of  mar- 
riage, neceflarily  tend  to  induce  an  interference 
of  the  will  with  an  a&ion,  which  volition  may 
indeed  reftrain,  but  can  never  promote.  At 
a time  when  a belief  in  the  interference  of  fu- 
pernatural  agency  univerfally  prevailed,  men 
readily  attributed  an  accident  which  was  fre- 
quently obferved  to  occur,  but  which  they 
were  unable  to  explain,  to  the  influence  of 
magic : and  the  profeffors  of  witchcraft,  ta- 
king advantage  of  this  opinion,  would  not  fail 
to  encourage  a belief,  tending  fo  much  to 
augment  the  profits  of  their  trade. 

The  account  of  this  fpecies  of  forcery  given 
by  Montaigne,  in  whofe  time  it  was  very  pre- 
valent, and  of  the  ingenious  means  he  made 

* Natural  Hiftory,  Cent.  is.  Exp.  888. 

ufe 


SUPPLEMENT. 


xlvii 

ufc  of  to  fecure  his  friend  from  its  influence, 
while  it  ftrongly  manifefts  the  fuperiority  of 
his  philofophic  mind,  to  the  common  preju- 
dices of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  tends  alfo 
fo  powerfully  to  illuminate  the  point  of  view 
in  which  I have  attempted  to  confider  this 
fubjeft,  that  I (hall  offer  no  other  apology  for 
quoting  the  whole  paflage,  though  fomewhat 
long.  I {hall  not,  however,  enfeeble  the  ad- 
mirable naivete  of  the  old  Gafcon’s  language 
and  manner,  by  any  attempt  to  render  it  into 
Englifh. — “ Je  fuis  encore  en  ce  doute,  que 
ces  plaifantes  liaifons  de  quoy  notre  mond  fe 
void  fi  entrave,  qu’il  ne  fe  parle  d’autre  chofe, 
ce  font  volontiers  des  impreflions  de  l’appre- 
henfion  et  de  la  crainte.  Car  je  f$ay  par  ex- 
perience, que  tel  de  qui  je  puis  refpondre 
comme  de  moy-meme,  en  qui  il  ne  pouvait 
choir  foup9onne  aucun  de  foiblefle,  et  aul'lt 
peu  d’enchantment  ayant  ouy  faire  le  conte  a 
un  fien  compagnon  d’une  defaillance  extraor- 
dinaire, en  quoy  il  efloit  tombe  fur  le  point 
qu’il  en  avoit  le  moins  de  befoin,  fe  trouvvant ' 
en  pareille  occafion,  l’horreur  de  ce  conte  Iiiy 
vint  a coup  fi  rudement  frapper  rimagination, 
qu’il  en  courut  une  fortune  pareille.  Et  de  la 
en  hors  fut  fubjeft  a v renchoir : ce  villain 
i fouvenir 
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fouvenir  de  fon  inconvenient  le  gourmandanf> 
h tyrannifant.  II  trouva  quelque  remede  a 
cette  refuerie,  par  une  autre  refuerie.  C’eft 
qu’  advouant  luy-  mefme,  et  prefchant  avant  la 
main,  cette  fienne  fubje&ion,  la  contention  de 
fon  ame  fe  foulageoit,  fur  ce,  qu’  apportant 
ce  mal  comme  attendu,  fon  obligation  en 
amoindriftoit,  et  luy  en  poifoit  moins.  Quand 
il  a eu  Iov,  a fon  chois  (fa  penfee  defbrouillee, 
et  difbandee,  fon  corps  fe  trouvant  en  fon  deu) 
de  le  faire  lors  premierment  tenter,  faifir,  et 
furprendre  a la  cognoiflance  d’autruy  : il  s’eft 
guery  tout  net.  A qui  on  a efte  un  fois  ca- 
pable, on  n’eft  plus  incapable,  finon  par  jufte 
foiblefle.  Ce  mal’heur  n’eft  a craindre  qu’aux 
entreprinfes,  ou  noflre  ame  fe  trouve  outre 
mefufe  tendue  de  defir,  et  de  refpect,  et  no** 
tamment  ou  les  commoditez  fe  rencontTent  im- 
pourveues  et  preflantes.  On  n’a  pas  moyen 
de  fe  ravoir  de  ce  trouble.  J’en  fi$ay,  a qui  il 
a fervy  d’y  apporter  le  corps  mefme  demy  raf- 
fafiie  d’ailleurs,  pour  endormir  l’ardeur  de 
cete  fureur,  et  qui  par  l’age  fe  trouve  moins 
impuiftant,  de  ce  qu’il  eft  moins  puifianf. 
Et  tel  autre,  a qui  il  a fervi  auffi  qu’un  amy 
1’ayt  afleure  d’etre  fourny  d’une  contrebatterie 
d’enchantemens  certains,  a le  preferver.  Il 
vaut  tnieux,  que  je  die  comment  ce  fut.  Un 
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Comte  de  trefbon  lieu  de  qui  j’eftoie  fort  prive, 
fe  mariat  avec  une  belle  dame,  qui  avoir  efte 
pourfuivie  de  tel  qui  afliftoit  a la  fefte,  met- 
toit  en  grande  peine  fes  amis  : et  nommement 
une  vieille  dame  fa  parente,  qui  prefidoit  a 
fes  nopces,  et  les  faifoit  chez  elle,  craintiue  de 
ces  forcelleries : ce  quelle  me  fit  entendre.  Je 
la  priay  s’en  ropofer  fur  moy.  J’avois  de  for- 
tune en  mes  coffres,  certaine  petite  piece  d’or 
platte  ou  eftoit  gravees  quelques  figures  celeftes, 
contre  le  coup  du  foleil,  et  pour  offer  la  dou- 
leur  de  tefle,  la  logeant  a point  fur  la  couf- 
ture  du  tefi : et  pour  l’y  tenir,  elle  eftoi-t 
coufue  a un  ruban  propre  a attacher  fous  le 
menton.  Refuerie  germaine  a celle  dequoy 
nous  parlons,  Jacques  Peletier,  vivant  chez 
moy,  m’avoit  fait  ce  prefent  fingulier.  J’advifay 
d’en  tirer  quelque  ufage,  et  dis  au  Comte, 
qu’il  pourroit  corre  fortune  comme  les  autres 
y ayant  la  des  honimes  pour  luy  en  vouloir 
preffer  une,  mais  que  hardiment  il  s’allaft 
coucher  : que  je  luy  ferois  un  tour  d’amy : 
et  n’efpargnerois  a fon  befoin,  un  miracle  qui 
eftoit  en  ma  puifiance : pourveu  que  fur  fon 
honneur  il  me  promift  de  le  tenir  tres  fidele- 
ment  fecret : feulement  comme  fur  la  nuit  on 
iroit  luy  porter  le  refueillon,  s’il  luy  eftoit  mal 
alle,  il  me  fift  un  tel  figne.  Il  avoit  eu  Tame 
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et  les  orellles  fi  battues,  qu’il  fe  trouva  lie  du 
trouble  de  fon  imagination  : et  me  fit  fon  figne 
a l’heure  fufdite.  Je  lui  dis  Iors  a Poreille, 
tfu’il  fe  levaft  foubs  couleur  de  nous  chaffer,  et 
print  en  fe  jouant  la  robbe  de  nuit,  que  j’avois 
fur  moy  (nous  eftions  de  taille  fort  voifine)  et 
s’en  veflitj  tant  qu’il  auroit  execute  mon  or- 
donnance  qui  fut;  quand  nous  ferions  fortis, 
qu’il  fe  redraft  a tomber  de  l’eaue,  dift  trois 
fois  telles  paroles ; et  fift  telles  mouvemens. 

a chacune  de  ces  trois  fois,  il  ceignift  le 
ruban,  que  je  luy  mettois  en  main,  et  couchaft 
bien  foigneufement  la  medaille  qu’y  eftoit  at- 
tachee,  fur  fe s roignons : la  figure  en  telle 
pofture.  Cela  fait,  ayant  a la  derniere  fois  bien 
eftreint  ce  ruban  pour  qu’il  ne  fe  peuft  ny  def- 
nouer,  ny  mouvoir  de  fa  place,  qu’en  toute  af- 
feurance  il  s’en  retournaft  a fon  prix  fai&  : et 
n’  oubliaft  de  rejetter  ma  robbe  fur  fon  lict,  en 
maniere  qu’elle  les  abriaft  tous  deux.  Ces  fin- 
geries  font  le  principal  de  l’effeft.  Noftre 
penfee  ne  fe  pouvant  demefler,  que  moyens  fi 
eftranges  ne  viennent  de  quelque  abftrufe 
fcience.  Leur  inanite  leur  donne  poids  et  re- 
verence. Somme  il  fut  certain,  que  mes  cha- 
raflercs  fe  trouverent  plus  veneriens  que  fo- 
laires,  plus  en  adion  qu’en  prohibition.  Ce  fut 
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line  humeur  prompte  et  curieufe,  qui  me  con- 
via  a tel  effed,  efloigne  de  ma  nature.  Je 
fuis  ennemy  des  adions  fubtiles  et  feintes ; 
et  hay  la  fineffe,  en  mes  mains,  non  feulement 
recreative,  mais  aufli  profitable.  Si  l’adion 
n’eft  vicieufe,  la  routte  1’eft.  Amafis  roy 
d’iEgypte,  efpoufa  Laodice  trefbelle  fille^ 
Grecque  : et  luy,  qui  fe  montroit  gentil  com- 
pagnon  par  tout  ailleurs,  fe  trouva  court  a 
joui'r  d’elle : et  menaga  de  la  tuer,  eftimant 
que  ce  fuff  quelque  forciere,  Comme  es 
chofes  qui  confiftent  en  fantafie,  elle  le  rejetta, 
a la  devotion : Et  ayant  faits  fes  voeus  et  pro- 
meffes  a Venus,  ii  fe  trouva  divinement  remis, 
des  la  premiere  nuid,  d’apres  fes  oblations  et 

facrifices On  a raifon  de  remerquer  Pin- 

docile  liberte  de  ce  membre,  s’ingerant  fi  im- 
portunement  lors  que  nous  n’en  avons  que 
faire,  et  defaillant  fi  importunement  lors  que 
nous  en  avons  le  plus  affaire  : et  conteftant 
de  Pauthorite,  fi  imperieufement  avec  noftxe 
volonte,  refufant  avec  tant  de  fierte  et  d’obfti- 
nation  nos  folicitations  et  mentales  et  manuel- 
les.  Si  toutesfois  en  ce  qu’on  gourmande  fa 
rebellion,  et  qu’on  en  tire  preuve  de  fa  con- 
demnation, il  m’avoit  paye  pour  plaider  fa 
caufe : a l’adventure  mettroyje  en  foupgon 
nos  autres  membres  fes  compagnons,  de  luy 
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eftre  alle  drefler  par  belle  envle,  de  l’import- 
ance  et  douceur  de  fon  ufage,  cefte  querellc 
apoftee,  et  avoir  par  complot,  arme  le  monde  a. 
l’encontre  de  luy,  le  chargeant  malignement 
feul  de  leur  faute  commune.’* 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

Ufu,  ex  medicamento  venerium,  ex  veneno 
medicamentum  Jit . 

i * / ( * } 

In  contradiction  to  the  vulgar  opinion,  that 
a medicine  may  be  taken  with  fafety,  becaufe, 
if  it  does  no  good  it  can  do  no  harm ; it  is  a 
certain  fa£t,  that  every  aftive  and  ufeful  re- 
medy is  capable  of  doing  much  mifchief  as  well 
as  good,  according  as  it  is  judicioully  employed 
or  the  contrary.  This  obfervation  is  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  adminiflration  of  mer- 
cury in  venereal  complaints.  When  it  is 
confidered  that  this  dire  difeafe,  originating 
in  fymptoms  apparently  trifling,  proceeds 
with  a flow  but  Heady  courfe,  uninterrupted 
by  any  curative  effort  of  nature,  to  deftroy 
life  in  the  moll  loathfome  manner,  it  is  rather 
matter  of  wonder,  that  ingenuity,  or  acci- 
dent, fliould  happily  have  devifed  any  remedy 
for  fo  formidable  a complaint,  than  that  a 
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remedy  polfeffed  of  fuch  powers,  when 
unfkilfully  applied,  fhould  occafionally  do 
mifchief.  In  the  melancholy  catalogue  of 
maladies  incklent  to  the  human  race,  toge- 
ther with  the  real  or  pretended  remedies  pro- 
vided againlt  them  by  medical  fcience,  there 
is  no  one  difeafe  fo  completely  under  the  con- 
troul  of  what  has  any  pretenfion  to  be  termed 
a fpecific,  as  fyphilis  is  under  fubjedlion  to 
mercury.  Every  fymptom  of  it,  when  the 
powers  of  life  are  not  wholly  worn  out, 
have  yielded,  and  I believe  ftill  daily  do 
yield,  to  the  proper  adminiftration  of  this 
remedy.  £C  Nothing,”  as  Mr.  Hunter  well 
obferves,  “ (hows  more  the  ungrateful  or 
unfettled  mind  of  man,  than  his  treatment 
of  mercury  ; for  if  there  is  fuch  a thing  as  a 
fpecific,  mercury  is  one  for  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe. Yet  mankind  are  in  purfuit  of  other 
fpecifics  for  this  difeafe,  as  if  fpecifics  were 
more  common  than  difeafes.” 

Notwithftanding  the  experience  mankind 
are  pofTefled  of  concerning  the  powers  of  this 
remedy,  from  time  to  time  we  find  its  effi- 
cacy doubted,  its  virtues  depreciated,  and  the 
public  mind  agitared  with  the  expectation  of 
obtaining  a fpecific  for  the  venereal  difeafe 
equally  efficacious,  and  more  mild  in  its  ope- 
*.  i.  ■ *"'  ration 
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ration  than  mercury.  Of  a very  recent,  if 
not  of  the  prefent  (late  of  profefiional  opi- 
nion, concerning  the  utility  and  mode  of 
operation  of  this  remedy  in  the  cure  of  fyphi- 
lis,  the  following  fketch,  penciled  indeed  by 
a matter’s  hand,  contains  fo  juft  a view  ; that, 
humiliating  as  it  is  to  profeftional  pride,  I am 
tempted  to  infert  it  here,  more  efpecially  as 
the  original  has  never  been  in  very  general 
circulation. 

“ We  have  ufed  mercury  nearly  three 
hundred  years  as  a cure  for  the  falhionable  dif- 
temper,  and  though  not,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  uni- 
verfally  with  fuccefs,  yet  with  fuccefs  infinitely 
more  general  and  more  complete  than  we 
have  experienced  from  any  other  remedy  in 
any  other  difeafe.  But  during  all  that  time 
it  has  been  the  fource  of  incettant  and  keen 
difputes ; and  at  this  hour  the  difputes  about 
it  are  more  violent  than  ever  they  were.  It 
is  difputed  even  whether  mercury  (ftridlly 
fpeaking)  ever  did  any  good  in  the  pox ; 
whether  it  be  quite  inert ; or  whether  it  ge- 
nerally does  harm : and  it  is  maintained  that 
it  is  not  the  mercury  itftlf,  but  fomething 
united  with  it,  a kind  of  air,  (oxygene,)  which 
has  done  fo  much  good,  and  which  may  be 
found  in  much  larger  proportion,  as  well  as 
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in  much  greater  quantity,  in  the  pureft  air 
that  we  breathe,  in  pure  fpring  water,  and  in 
aqua-fortis,  which  may  be  found  in  white 
arfenic,  and  in  fifty  other  fubdances,  but 
is  more  eafily  feparated  from  the  mercury 
(when  duly  prepared  for  that  ufe,)  than  from 
almofl  any  other  fubdance  yet  known.  But 
to  lofe  no  time,  fome  hundreds  of  patients 
have  been  tried  with  aqua-fortis,  properly 
diluted  with  water,  and  drunk  like  lemonade. 
The  refult  of  thefe  trials  is  of  courfe  a mafs 
of  irreconcileable  contradictions 

The  mod  charitable,  if  not  the  foie  method 
of  fettling  thofe  apparent  contradictions,  fo 
difgraceful  to  a fcience  which  makes  any 
pretenfions  to  be  founded  on  faCts,  is  to 
fuppofe,  either  that  the  individuals  pretended 
to  be  cured  by  thefe  new  remedies,  had  pre- 
vioufly  ufed  mercury,  or  that  the  fymptoms 
taken  to  be  venereal  were  in  reality  not  fuch. 
The  former  I fufpeCl  to  be  a more  common 
fource  of  fallacy  than  is  generally  imagined. 
Mercury  is  now  fo  univerfally  underdood  to 
be  a cure  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  that  mod 
. people,  efpecially  of  the  lower  claffes,  have  re- 

* Memorial  by  Dr.  J.  Gregory,  ProfefTor  of  the 
^riuTcice  of  Phyfic  in  the  Univeriity  of  Edinburgh,  See. 

. . ' ii  T courfe 


4 


SUPPLEMENT. 


kii 

courfe  to  It,  either  of  their  own  accord,  or 
at  the  mitigation  of  fome  quack  bill,  on  the 
fir  ft  fufpicion  of  infection.  Such  perfons  are 
generally  the  objefts  of  experimental  medi- 
cine, but  when  they  apply  for  medical  afliil- 
ance,  or  are  admitted  into  an  hofpital,  they 
very  generally  conceal  their  former  conduct. 
Dread  of  the  reftraint,  and  the  ftoppages 
confequent  on  declaring  th^mfelves  infected 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  renders  clandes- 
tine attempts  to  cure  each  other  very  common 
among  the  foldiery.  The  very  fmall  quan- 
tity of  mercury  requifite  to  remove  venereal 
infection  in  fome  conftitutions,  tends  alfo  to 
augment  this  fource  of  deception.  I have 
known  two  inflances  of  a ptyalifm,  which 
lafted  a fortnight,  excited  in  the  fame  perfon, 
apparently  a robuft,  athletic  man,  by  taking 
five  grains  of  calomel  on  five  fucceflive  days, 
and  on  both  occafions  this  minute  quantity 
of  mercury  cured  a chancre. 

That  the  glans  penis,  and  prepuce,  like 
every  other  part  of  the  body  covered  with 
a very  thin  cuticle,  is  peculiarly  fubjeft  to 
aphthous  fpots  of  ulceration,  is  a fa&  well 
known  to  every  pra&itioner.  There  are  occa- 
sionally feafons  when  fuch  complaints  are 
extremely  prevalent.  The  mind,  at  all  times 
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peculiarly  alive  to  every  morbid  affe&ion  of 
the  parts  of  generation,  immediately  attributes 
thefe  little  ulcers  to  venereal  infection.  If 
the  medical  practitioner,  perhaps  without  any 
very  accurate  invefligation  of  the  cafe,  admi- 
nifters  mercury,  nitrous  acid,  opium,  or  any 
other  fuppofed  anti-venereal,  the  ulcerations 
heal  up,  the  patient  conceives  himfelf,  and  is 
by  others  fuppofed,  to  be  cured  of  a difeafe 
which  in  fa£t  never  exiited ; and  which 
would  have  difappeared  equally  foon  if  the 
parts  had  been  walhed  with  a mixture  of 
diftilled  fpirit  and  water. 

By  fuch  fallacious  appearances  the  belt 
intentioned  men  may  have  occafionally  been 
impofed  on,  without  imputing  to  them  any 
deliberate  purpofe  to  deceive  others.  But  it 
is  unnecelfary  to  walte  time  in  attempting  to 
reconcile  the  contradictory  opinions  concern* 
ing  the  operation  of  the  oxygenated  remedies, 
as  their  ufe  appears  now  to  be  abandoned 
by  every  confcientious  practitioner  in  Eu- 
rope *. 

A few  years  ago  opium  was  extolled  as  a 
remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  was  even 


* Vide  Trait,e  Complet  fur  les  Maladies  Svphili- 
ticiues.  Par  F.  Swediaur,  M.  D.  Quatrieme  edition. 
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fuppofed  to  have  performed  cures  In  many 
indances  where  mercury  had  failed.  But 
experiments  indituted  with  more  accuracy, 
proved  that  its  utility  was  confined  to  cafes 
where  mercury  had  previoufly  been  em- 
ployed ; and  that  its  falutary  effefts  confided 
chiefly  in  countera&ing  the  confequences  of 
an  injudicious  adminidration  of  that  remedy. 

From  an  attentive  confideration  of  a varie- 
ty of  cafes*  I am  inclined  to  think  that  opium, 
upon  the  whole,  rather  tends  to  impede  the 
falutary  operation  of  mercury.  Where  mer- 
cury ruffles  the  conditution,  or  occafions 
irritation,  and  want  of  deep,  a cordial 
opiate  is  the  mod  effectual  means  of  appealing 
the  temporary  didurbance.  But  if  the  an- 
tidote continues  to  difagree,  I have  found  it, 
upon  the  whole,  a better  pradice  to  diminifh 
the  dofe,  than  to  combine  the  ufe  of  mercury 
with  opium.  If  an  extreme  cafe  be  admif- 
fible  in  proof  of  this  opinion,  wre  may  cite  the 
example  of  the  natives  of  Ada,  who  ufe  the 
mod  acrid  preparation  of  mercury  combined 
with  opium  in  dofes,  which,  taken  alone, 
would  certainly  dedroy  life.  Mr.  Brown  fays, 
“ That  in  Condantinople  fome  perfons  have 
fo  long  accudomed  themfelves  to  the  ufe  of 
opium,  (aphium,)  that  powerful  drug,  that 
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a dofe  of  two  drams,  or  more,  will  have  no 
efted  in  exhilarating  them,  or  producing  that 
agreeable  ftupor  which  they  feek.  In  fitch 
cafes  they  will  fwallow,  in  a convenient  ve- 
hicle, feveral  grains,  to  the  amount,  it  is 
faid,  of  ten,  of  corrofive  fublimate  of  mer- 
cury as  a ftimulus.  This,  I think,  affords  a 
clear  proof  that  opium  counteracts  the  effects 
of  mercury Mr.  Brown  thinks  it  probable 
that  opium  was  the  antidote  ufed  by  Mithri- 
dates  againfl  the  effects  of  mineral  poifons  *. 
The  alexipharmic  confedion,  which  derived 
its  name  of  Mithridate  from  that  prince,  con- 
tains a confiderable  portion  of  that  drug.  - 
From  fome  general  ideas  of  ftrengthening 
the  conflitution,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  ex- 
preffed,  enabling  it  to  bear  the  adion  of  mer- 
cury, fome  preparation  of  the  cinchona,  or 
Peruvian  bark,  has  been  adminiftered  during 
a mercurial  courfe.  It  has  even  occalionally 
been  fuppofed  capable,  when  given  by  itfelf, 
of  curing  certain  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe.  But  it  has  been  fhewn  by  Bertollet, 
( annales  de  chymie ,)  that  the  aftringent  prin- 
ciple refiding  in  bark,  and  other  vegetables 
of  the  fame  clafs,  is  in  fad  poffeffed  of  the' 

* Brown’s  Travels  ia  Africa,  page  345.  . 
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property  of  decompofing  mercurial  oxyds, 
and  of  courfe  of  rendering  them  wholly 
inert.  Moreover,  that  medicine  does  not 
poflefs  any  antidote  more  efteCtual  againfl 
corrofive  fublimate,  when  taken  as  a poifon, 
than  a flrong  decoCiion  of  Peruvian  bark. 
As  mercury  is  always  given  in  form  of  an 
oxyd,  the  impropriety  of  adminiftering  bark 
at  the  fame  time,  does  not  require  any  far- 
. ther  illuftration.  >j..  < 

When  ulcerations,  whether  originating 
from  venereal  contagion,  or  from  the  inju- 
dicious ufe  of  mercury,  afiume  a tendency  to 
gangrene,  Peruvian  bark  is  the  medicine  on 
which  we  rely  to  put  a (top  to  its  progrefs  j 
but  when  bark  is  indicated,  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  mercury  fhould  probably  always  be 
difcontinued.  It  appears  alfo  a fair  conclufion, 
that  in  cafes  where  the  cinchona  has  ap- 
peared to  remove  fome  venereal  fymptoms, 
the  beneficial  effeCts  produced  by  it,  have 
in  fa£t  depended  on  its  counteracting  mercu- 
rial irritation. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  probable  that 
no  more  benefit  has  been  produced  by  any 
©f  thofe  boafted  remedies,  whether  known  or 
concealed,  that  have  hitherto  been  brought 
forward  with  a view  to  fuperfede  the  ufe  of 

mercury 
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mercury  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis,  than  would 
have  arifen  from  a fufpenfion  of  the  ufe  of 
that  medicine,  a tranfition  from  the  air  of 
the  town  to  that  of  the  country,  a bland 
invigorating  diet,  and  other  general  means 
of  refloring  health. 

The  ferious  evils  originating  from  mifta* 
king  thofe  fymptoms  which  refult  from  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  for  fuch  as  are  the  genuine 
cffe&s  of  the  venereal  poifon,  manifelt  the 
importance  of  poflefling  a criterion  that  might 
enable  us  to  diftinguifh  with  certainty  the 
fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  from  thofe 
of  mercurial  irritation.  In  deciding  in  doubt- 
ful cafes  of  this  kind,  where  the  decifion  is  of 
fo  much  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the 
patient,  the  only  guide  on  which  we  can  rely 
is  experience  j that  is,  the  habit  of  feeing  the 
difeafe.  When  ulcerations  continue  to  in- 
creafe  during  the  ufe  of  mercury,  with  re- 
torted and  flabby  edges,  accompanied  with 
a dull  leaden  colour  of  the  complexion,  a 
quick  pulfe,  a general  fenfe  of  languor  and 
finking,  nocturnal  fweats,  and  a morbid  in- 
creafe  of  irritability  to  all  external  impref- 
fions,  it  is  proper  to  fufpend,  for  a time,  the 
further  employment  of  the  antidote.  The 
patient  fliould,  if  poflible,  remove  to  the 
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country,  fhould  adopt  a generous  diet,  and 
above  all,  be  as  much  as  poflible  in  the  open 
air ; for  it  is  much  more  prudent  to  rifk  the 
chance  of  the  infe&ion  not  being  wholly  era* 
dicated,  than  to  hazard  the  patient’s  life  by 
urging  the  farther  ufe  of  mercury  under  fuch 
circumftances.  Befides,  when  the  confli- 
tution  is  invigorated,  fymptoms  will  yield  to 
the  adminiilration  of  the  fpecific,  on  which, 
during  a flate  of  debility  and  exhauflion  it 
ceafed  to  operate  as  a cure.  In  fuch  cafes 
the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  of  the  deco&ion  of 
farfaparilla  with  bark,  of  the  rind  of  wal- 
nuts, of  lichen  iflandicus,  of  juniper,  and 
other  nutritive  and  demulcent  medicaments, 
are  employed  with  fuccefs. 

Different  conflitutions  and  temperaments 
are  alfo  varioufly  affe&ed  by  mercury.  Some 
habits  refill  the  mofl  fedulous  inunction,  and 
in  others  the  mildeit  preparation  taken  inter- 
nally, diforders  the  flomach.  As  a proof  of 
the  neceflity  of  attending  to  fuch  idiofyn- 
crafies  ; in  a cafe  where  an  ulcerated  bubo 
remained  flationary,  under  the  influence  of  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  mercury,  on  inqui- 
ring particularly  into  the  habits  of  life  of  the 
patient,  1 found  he  was  accuftomed  to  ufe  an 
inordinate  quantity  of  fait  as  part  of  his  diet : 
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on  dimini/hing  his  ufual  confumption  of  this 
mineral,  he  foon  recovered. 

In  languid  and  irritable  conditutions, 
mercury  occasionally  appears  to  flifle  fome 
of  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  without  com-, 
pletely  eradicating  the  venereal  poifon.  In 
thefe  inftances  the  difeafe  is  faid  to  lurk  in 
the  conditution.  This  may  take  place  for  a 
certain  period,  but  cannot  lad  for  years,  as 
is  fometimes  imagined,  an  idea  that  fre- 
quently occafions  much  uneafmefs  of  mind. 
With  a view  to  make  thofe  equivocal  fymp- 
toms of  difeafe  manifeft  their  real  nature,  M. 
Swediaur  was  the  drd,  as  far  as  I know, 
who  recommended  the  ufe  of  fome  of  the 
preparations  of  iron.  By  invigorating  the 
conditution,  and  roufmg  the  vital  energy,  it 
is  very  poflible  that  thefe  medicines  may  pro- 
duce the  effe&s  he  attributes  to  them.  In 
doubtful  cafes  it  is  certainly  better  pradice  to 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  means,  than  to  mercury, 
at  lead  till  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  be  fully 
afcertained.  In  feeble  conditutions  I have 
occafionally  given  the  carbonate  of  iron  along 
with  mercury,  and  apparently  with  advan- 
tage. But  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  lay  down 
general  rules  for  the  appropriation  of  reme- 
dies to  particular  cafes,  which  mud  always 
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depend  on  the  judgment  and  experience  of 
the  practitioner. 

If  an  equal  (bare  of  induftry  and  ingenuity 
had  been  bellowed  on  regulating  the  due 
adminillration  of  mercury,  and  in  difcrimi- 
nating  the  circumllances  where  it  ceafes  to  be 
a cure,  and  appears  to  become  a poifon, 
which  has  been  wafted  in  comparatively  idle 
attempts  to  difcover  other  fpecihcs,  we  fhould 
probably  have  by  this  time  been  able  to  wield 
this  herculean  remedy  with  fuch  a degree 
of  precifion  and  dexterity,  as  to  fuperfede 
the  neceftity  of  fearching  any  further.  But 
conftdering  the  ralh  and  indifcriminate  man- 
ner in  which  the  various  preparations  of 
mercury  are  daily  exhibited  in  venereal 
complaints,  and  in  others  which  are  mif« 
taken  for  fuch  ; it  is  rather  furprifing  that  it 
is  not  productive  even  of  more  mifchief,  than 
the  unmerited  {hare  frequently  attributed 
to  it. 

In  the  former  editions  of  this  work,  the 
prefcriptions  contained  in  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
now  confiderably  enlarged,  were  written  in 
Englifh.  The  fame  plan  is  here  followed,  for 
the  adoption  of  which,  the  following  reafons 
are  given  by  the  original  Author. 

A a “ Phyficians 
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4C  Phyficians  ftill  perfifting  in  the  pra&ice  of 
writing  their  prefcriptions  in  Latin,  affords  a 
flrong  proof  of  the  difficulty  with  which  old 
cuftoms  are  left  off.  Thofe  who  write  books 
in  plain  Englifh,  ftill  give  their  prefcriptions 
in  an  unknown  tongue  ; as  if  a fcrap  of  Latin 
could  operate  like  a talifman,  or  have  the 
power  of  a charm.  This  conduct  is  not  only 
ridiculous,  it  is  dangerous.  The  perfons 
employed  in  making  up  medical  prefcriptions 
are,  generally  fpeaking,  very  idle,  and  very 
ignorant.  By  this  I do  not  mean  to  throw 
any  refle&ion  on  apothecaries.  I fee  no  rea- 
fon  why  an  apothecary  may  not  be  as  learned 
a man  as  a phyfician  ; but  I know  this,  that 
a man  may  go  to  his  fhop  a hundred  times 
before  he  finds  him  there,  The  apothecary 
generally  a£ts  as  a phyfician,  and  leaves  the 
fhop  to  the  care  of  his  boy. 

fC  Did  patients  know  who  compofe  the 
draughts  they  fwallow,  they  would  take  them 
with  fear  and  trembling.  I feldom  give  a medi- 
cine without  feeing  it  made  up,  and  never  to  a 
venereal  patient;  becaufe  I know  that  here  the 
cure  depends  folely  on  the  quality  of  the  me- 
dicine, and  not  on  the  patient’s  imagination. 
Were  phyficians,  in  general,  to  follow  this 
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plan,  their  art  would  prove  more  beneficial  to 
mankind.  The  do&or  would  not  be  the  tool 
of  the  apothecary,  nor  the  patient  the  dupe  of 
both.  While  the  apothecary  can  recommend 
the  phyfician,  the  infamous  trade  of  cramming 
patients  with  drugs  will  be  carried  on,  to  the 
difgrace  of  medicine^  and  the  deftru&ion  of 
mankind.” 

^ ~ ' T -•  "r  J 
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Balsams. 

Balfam  of  Capivi . 

From  twenty  to  thirty  drops  may  be  taken 
three  times  a-day,  on  a little  brown  fugar. 

Ufeful  in  the  more  advanced  ftages  of  go- 
norrhoea, and  in  gleets.  It  is  a medicine  that 
ought  not  to  be  very  long  perfifted  in.  If  it 
does  good,  its  effects  are  generally  obvious  in 
the  courfe  of  a few  days. — See  Mixtures. 

Balfam  of  Tolu 

Is  ufed  in  like  manner,  and  with  fimilar  in- 
tentions. 

Boluses. 

/ 

Bolus  of  Sfiickfiher. 

I ( 

Quickfilver,  ten  grains. 

Soft  extratt  of  liquorice,  one  fcruple. 

Rub  them  together  till  the  globules  of 
mercury  difappear. 

One  of  thefe  may  be  taken  evefy  night, 
at  bed-time,  till  the  mouth  be  affe&ed. 
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Bolus  of  Opium , with  Ipecacuanha . 

Of  the  compound  powder  of  ipecacuan 

of  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  twelve 
grains ; 

Aromatic  confe&ion,  one  fcruple. 

A bolus  to  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

This  relieves  the  fleepleffnefs  fometimes  oc- 
cafioned  by  mercury.  It  is  alfo  ufeful  to  pro- 
duce a determination  to  the  Ikin,  when  the 
mouth  is  too  much  affe&ed. 

t 

i 

Sedative  Bolus. 

• . V • \ 

Antimonial  powder,  five  grains. 

Opium  one  grain. 

Aromatic  confeflion,  one  fcruple. 

A bolus  to  be  taken  at  bed  time. 

Ufeful  in  alleviating  chordee. 

/ 

Cataplasms. 

Linfeed  Cataplafm. 

Pour  fome  boiling  water  on  a piece  of  the 
foft  part  of  bread  ; after  Handing  a few  mi- 
nutes, bruife  it  into  a foft  pulp  witfi  a fpoon. 
Add  a fufficient  quantity  of  linfeed  meal  to 
give  it  a due  degree  of  tenacity.  It  may  be 
fpread  about  the  thicknefs  of  a quarter  of  an 
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inch,  on  a piece  of  rag,  and  renewed  twice 
a-day. 

This  forms  a proper  application  to  the 
penis,  in  gonorrhoea,  accompanied  with  much 
inflammation.  Alfo  to  buboes,  both  before 
and  after  they  break.  A little  camphor,  dif- 
folved  in  olive  oil,  may  occafionally  be  added. 

• — If  made  with  cold  water  in  which  fugar  of 
lead  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  eight 
is  diflolved,  it  forms  a good  repellant  appli- 
cation. 


Carrot  Poultice, 

Carrot  boiled  till  it  be  foft,  and  brought 
to  a confidence  with  a due  proportion  of 
linfeed  flour,  is  a very  good  application  to 
ulcerated  buboes. 

Hemlock  Poultice, 

Equal  quantities  of  the  leaves  of  hemlock, 
and  crumb  of  bread,  may  be  boiled,  with  a 
diffident  quantity  of  milk,  to  the  confidence 
of  a poultice ; is  a ufeful  application  in  ill- 
conditioned  ulcers. 

Cataplafm  of  Poppy, 

Take  the  heads  of  four  white  poppies ; boil 
in  four  pints  of  water  to  one  half,  drain  and 
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mix  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  Iinfeed  flour 
to  give  it  the  due  confidence  of  a poultice. 

This  forms  a good  application  in  all  irri- 
table fores. 


Deco&ion  of  oats  or  barley,  fix  ounces, 
Linfeed  oil,  two  ounces. 

Common  or  glauber  fait,  half  an  ounce. 


Deco&ion  of  poppy  heads,  four  ounces, 
Tin&ure  of  opium,  from  thirty  to  forty 
drops. 

Or,  olive,  or  linfeed  oil,  four  ounces. 
Tincture  of  opium,  forty  drops. 

Or,  mucilage  of  ftarch,  four  ounces, 
Tindture  of  opium,  forty  drops, 

Or,  purified  opium,  two  grains. 

In  difficulty  or  obftrudtion  of  urine,  at-* 
tended  with  pain  and  irritation  about  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  in  affedlions  of  the  pro- 
ffate  gland,  any  of  thefe  forms  of  clyfter, 
may  be  thrown  up  carefully,  and  retained  as 
long  as  poffible  ; with  advantage. 


Clysters. 


An  opening  Clyjier. 


Sedative  Clyjier , 
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Decoctions. 

Dccodion  of  Sarfaparilla. 

Of  the  root  of  farfaparilla,  fliced  and 
bruifed,  three  ounces, 

Soft  water,  two  quarts. 

Let  them  infufe  by  the  fire  for  fix  hours, 
then  take  out  the  farfaparilla,  and  bruife  it  in 
a coarfe  cloth,  return  it  to  the  fame  water, 
and  boil  gently  till  only  one  half  remains. 
Ten  minutes  before  it  is  removed  from  the 
fire,  half  an  ounce  of  fliced  liquorice-root 
may  be  added.  It  fhould  then  be  drained 
through  a cloth,  put  into  clean  bottles,  well 
corked,  and  kept  in  a cool  place.  It  ought 
to  be  frefh  prepared  every  third  day. 

This  deco&ion  affords  a mild  fpecies  of 
nutriment ; and  its  ufe  during  a mercurial 
courfe,  tends  much  to  prevent  the  conflitu- 
tion  from  being  injured.  A quart  may  be 
ufed  daily,  divided  into  four  equal  portions. 
One  glafs  warm,  with  the  addition  of  a little 
milk,  ought,  if  poffible,  to  be  taken  previoufly 
to  leaving  bed  in  the  morning. 


Dccodion 
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Deco  Elion  of  Elm  Bark . 

Of  the  interior  bark  of  the  elm,  four 
ounces, 

Water,  four  quarts. 

Boil  to  one  kalf. 

V 

"this  decodtion  anfwers  nearly  every  pur- 
pose of  the  farfaparilla,  and  is  confiderably 
more  (Economical. 

. . . . , .. 

Decoclion  of  Guaiacum. 

Take  of  the  rafpings  of  guaiacum,  fix 
ounces. 

Water,  four  quarts. 

Boil  gently  to  nearly  one  half ; towards  the 
eonclufion  of  the  boiling  add  of  liquorice  root, 
and  faflafras,  each,  an  ounce.  Two  pints  of 
this  decoction  may  be  ufed  daily.  It  was  for- 
merly fuppofed  that  the  decodtion  of  guaiacum 
alone  was  a remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe. 
Although  this  opinion  is  now  abandoned,  it 
is  (till  by  many  fuppofed  to  co-operate  with 
mercury.  It  may  be  ufed  with  more  freedom 
by  thofe  of  a full  and  phlegmatic  tempera- 
ment, than  by  the  lean  and  bilious ; in  the 
latter,  guaiacum  is  apt  to  caufe  heat  and 
fever. 
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, Deco  ft  ion  of  Mezereon. 

Of  the  bark  of  the  root  of  mezereon, 
one  ounce, 

« 

Water,  three  quarts. 

Boil  gently  to  two  quarts,  adding  towards 
the  end  of  the  procefs  an  ounce  of  diced 
liquorice  ; of  this  warm  ftimulating  medicine, 
three  half-pints  may  be  taken  daily. 

It  is  recommended  in  enlargements  of  the 
bones,  and  where  the  venereal  difeafe  is  united 
with  fcrophula. 

Decoftion  of  Sarfaparilla , with  Mezereon . 

Root  of  farfaparilla,  three  ounces, 

. — — of  mezereon,  two  drams. 

Water,  two  quarts. 

Boil  to  one  half,  adding  an  ounce  of  diced 
liquorice. 

Decoftion  of  Walnuts . 

Of  powdered  antimony,  tied  in  a nodule, 
four  ounces, 

Of  pumice-ftone,  tied  in  like  manner, 
two  ounces. 

Of  farfaparilla  and  china,  each,  two 
ounces. 


Green 
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Green  walnuts  with  the  hulks,  number, 
forty. 

Water,  ten  quarts. 

Boil  (lowly  to  one  half,  and  drain. 

Two  pints  may  be  taken  daily. 

This  decoftion  is  very  efficacious  in  remov- 
ing the  debility,  and  healing  the  ulcers,  ccn- 
fequent  to  the  improper  ufe  of  mercurials. 

D ecoftion  of  Dulcamara . 

Take  of  the  flalks  of  the  dulcamara,  if 
frelh,  two  drams,  or  dried,  half  an 
ounce. 

Boiling  water,  a quart. 

Infufe  during  an  hour,  then  boil  ten  mi- 
nutes, with  a little  liquorice,  and  (train. 

A tea  cupful,  with  a little  milk,  may  be 
taken  three  times  a-day,  where  venereal  com- 
plaints are  combined  with  rheumatic  pains  or 
cutaneous  defedations. 

Deco 51  ion  of  Iceland  Liverwort. 

Of  Iceland  liverwort,  two  drams. 

Water,  one  pint. 

Boil  till  it  becomes  gelatinous,  and  (train. 

A cup  of  this  deco&ion,  taken  frequently 
in  the  day,  is  an  excellent  reftorative  in  every 
fpecies  of  debility. 

Compound 
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Compound  Decoction  of  Sarfaparilla,  called 
Lifbon  Diet  Drink. 

Of  farfaparilla. 

White  faunders, 

Red  faunders,  each,  three  ounces. 

Root  of  mezereon, 

• of  liquorice,  each,  one  ounce, 

Crude  antimony,  tied  in  a nodule,  two 
ounces. 

Water,  four  quarts. 

Infufe  during  twelve  hours,  then  boil  to 
half  the  quantity,  and  ftrain. 

From  a pint  to  a quart  may  be  ufed  daily. 

This  remedy  has  been  much  celebrated,  both 
as  an  affiflant  to  mercury  in  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  as  tending  to  remove  the 
bad  confequences  of  an  over-dofe  of  that  mi- 
neral. Perhaps  all  the  good  effefts  fuppofed 
to  be  produced  by  it,  may  be  found  to  refult 
from  fome  of  the  lefs  complicated  formulae 
already  detailed. 

Decodion  of  Juniper. 

Of  crude  antimony,  tied  in  a nodule,  fix 
drams. 

Wood  of  the  juniper,  half  a pound. 

Boil 
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Boil  in  four  quarts  of  water  to  one  half, 
adding  towards  the  end  a little  fliced  liquorice. 

From  a pint  to  a quart  may  be  ufed  daily. 

This  decodtion  is  itrongly  recommended  by 
Dr.  Quarin  of  Vienna,  in  the  enlarged  and. 
indurated  tefticle,  and  in  fcrophulous  habits. 

Decoflion  of  Parjley. 

A handful  of  the  fliced  roots  and  green 
part  of  parfley, 

Water,  one  pint. 

Boil  for  half  an  hour,  and  drain. 

A tea  cupful  of  this  deco&ion,  fweetened 
with  honey  or  fyrup  of  marfhmallows,  may  be 
taken  every  hour,  with  much  advantage,  in 
that  deficient  fecretion  of  urine,  which  ap- 

0 

pears  to  be  occafioned  by  a tranflation  of  the 
gonnorrhceal  inflammation  to  the  kidneys. 

Decottion  of  Tormentil . 

Of  tormentil  root,  one  ounce. 

Water,  two  pints. 

Boil  to  one  half. 

Ufeful  as  a lotion  and  gargle  in  cafes  of 
profufe  falivation.  A few  fpoonfuls  of  it  may 
alfo  be  taken  internally. 


Draughts. 
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Draughts. 

Draught  with  Balfam  of  Capivi . 

Balfam  of  capivi,  half  a dram. 

Powder  of  gum  arabic. 

Syrup  of  tolu,  each,  one  dram. 

Rub  them  together,  gradually  adding 
Water,  an  ounce  and  a half. 

To  be  repeated  twice  a-day  in  gonorrhoea 
with  debility,  or  gleet. 

/ f . * » 

Opiate  Draught. 

Opiate  confe&ion,  half  a dram, 
Cinnamon  water,  an  ounce  and  a half. 
Syrup  of  ginger,  one  dram. 

Tin&ure  of  opium,  from  ten  to  twenty 
’ drops. 

To  be  given  at  bed- time,  when  the  bowels 
are  much  difturbed  by  mercury. 

Camphorated  Draught  with  Opium . 

Camphorated  mixture,  two  ounces, 
Tin&ure  of  opium,  thirty  drops. 

To  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

Is  frequently  employed  to  remove  irritation 
of  the  urinary  organs. 


Electu 
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Electuaries. 

Opening  Eledtuary. 

Gum  arabic. 

Cream  of  tartar,  each,  one  ounce. 

Jalap  in  powder,  two  drams, 

Syrup,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary. 

A tea  fpoonfui  may  be  taken  once  or  twice 
a-day,  fo  as  to  keep  the  body  open,  in  the  in- 
flammatory  ftage  of  gonorrhoea. 

Compound  Electuary  with  Senna . 

Eledtuary  of  fenna, 

Tartarifed  kali,  each,  one  ounce,  make 
an  eledtuary. 

The  bulk  of  a nutmeg  may  be  taken  throe 
times  a-day ; or, 

Eledtuary  of  fenna,  one  ounce. 

Sulphur, 

Nitre,  each,  one  dram, 

Syrup  of  orange-peel,  half  an  ounce. 
Make  an  eledtuary,  to  be  taken  as  the  pre- 

Both  thefe  eledtuaries  tend  to  keep  the  body 
open,  and  at  the  fatne  time  to  promote  the 

difeharge 
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difcharge  of  urine,  and  are  therefore  ufeful  in 
gonorrhoea. 


Electuary  with  Peruvian  Bark. 

Powder  of  Peruvian  bark,  one  ounce. 
Prepared  natron,  two  drams, 

4 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  to  make 
an  ele&uary. 

The  bulk  of  a nutmeg  may  be  taken  twice 
or  thrice  a-day. 

This  is  an  ufeful  remedy  in  fcrophulous 
habits. 


Emulsions. 

. \ 

Almond  Emuljion . 

Decorticated  almonds, 

Refined  fugar,  each,  one  ounce. 

Powder  of  gum  arabic,  half  an  ounce. 
Water  a quart. 

Rub  the  almonds  and  gum  in  a mortar, 
gradually  adding  the  water,  and  drain. 

This  forms  an  ufeful  and  pleafant  de- 
mulgent  drink  in  gonorrhoea.  Its  fade  is 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a little  cinnamon 
water. 

With 
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With  the  addition  of  a dram  of  camphor, 
it  becomes  the 

Camphorated  Emulfioiu 

^ '■:>  ,T,K» 

Gargles. 

Gargle  with  Borax . 

Borax,  one  ounce, 

Diffolve  in  a pint  of  boiling  water,  and 
add 

Honey, 

Tin&ure  of  myrrh,  each,  two  ounces. 

The  pain  arifing  from  the  mercurial  ulcera- 
tion of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  is  mitigated  by 
the  frequent  ufe  of  this  gargle. 

The  fame  effeft  is  produced  by  a folution  of 
alum  in  barley  water. 

4 . , 

Mercurial  Gargle . 

Barley  water,  one  pint, 

Muriated  mercury,  fix  grains, 

Honey  of  rofes,  two  ounces,  mix* 

This  gargle  is  recommended  in  venereal  ul- 
cerations of  the  throat.  It  is  probably,  how- 
ever, in  general,  a better  practice  to  heal  them 
by  the  proper  a&ion  of  the  fpecific  on  the 
conftitution. 
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Infusions. 


Linfeed,  an  ounce, 

Boiling  water,  a quart. 

Let  them  infufe  for  fome  hours. 

Infufion  of  Mallow . 

Leaves  of  the  mallow,  a large  handful, 
Boiling  water,  two  quarts. 

Let  them  infufe  for  fome  hours. 


Bruifed  hempfeed,  half  an  ounce, 

Boiling  water,  two  quarts. 

Infufe  for  half  an  hour. 

Infufion  of  the  Leaves  and  Flowers  of  the  Lime 

Free, 

A large  handful  may  be  infufed  in  two 
quarts  of  boiling  water. 

The  above  infufions  are  all  demulcent  mu- 
cilaginous drinks,  and  may  be  ufed  at  pleafure. 
Their  chief  ufe  is  to  diminifh  the  pain  of 
making  water  in  gonorrhoea.  They  may  be 
fweetened  by  the  addition  of  fugar,  or  of  li- 
quorice root,  according  to  particular  taftes. 

3 Injec- 
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Injections. 

The  propriety  of  ufing  injeCtions  in  the 
cure  of  gonorrhoea,  is  (till  a difputed  point 
among  practitioners  of  the  mod  extenfive 
experience.  Their  utility  wholly  depends  on 
the  peculiar  ftage  of  the  difeafe  in  which  they 
are  applied.  Ufed  at  an  early  period  of  the 
complaint,  they  will  fometimes,  unqueflion- 
ably,  arreft  its  progrefs,  and  fave  the  patient 
much  fuffering  ; towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
difeafe,  their  due  application  will  alfo  occafion- 
ally  accelerate  its  termination.  But  during 
the  date  of  high  inflammation  and  pain,  in- 
jections of  an  altringent  or  irritating  nature 
are  always  injurious : at  this  time  a little 
olive-oil  can  alone  be  injeCted  with  fafety. 
During  the  inflammatory  ftage,  the  difcharge 
appears  to  be  mod  properly  confidered  as 
tending  to  unload  the  inflamed  parts,  in 
faCt,  as  the  means  employed  by  Nature  to 
cure  the  difeafe  ; and  therefore  can  never  be 
checked  with  impunity,  nor  without  the  rifle 
of  inducing  fymptoms  of  a more  ferious  kind. 
It  may  here  be  obferved,  that  either  when  the 
difcharge  has  fpontaneoufly  ceafed,  or  been 
checked  by  the  imprudent  ufe  of  injections, 
occafioning  fuppreflion  of  urine,  pain  in  the 
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legion  of  the  kidneys,  fwelled  tefticle,  &c.  a 
ftate  of  the  difeafe,  which  by  fome  foreign 
wi  iters  has  been  termed  gonorrhoea  ficca\  we 
fliould  endeavour  to  reftore  the  difcharge,  by 
introducing  bougies  a few  inches  into  the 
urethra,  either  fimple,  or  medicated  by  being 
dipped  in  balfam  of  capivi,  or  red  precipitate 
made  into  a liniment. 

Injeft'ion  of  White  Vitriol. 

Take  of  vitriolated  zinc,  half  a dram, 
Rofe  water,  one  pint. 

In  the  early  ftage  of  gonorrhoea  there  is  no 
better  inje&ion  than  this.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
peated every  four  hours.  The  belt  criterion 
of  its  ftrength  is,  that  its  ufe  fhould  be  fol- 
lowed by  a flight,  but  tolerable,  degree  of 
pain.  Four  or  five  drops  of  the  extract  of 
lead,  now  termed  water  of  acetated  lytharge, 
added  to  a cup  of  this  inje£lion  at  the  time  of 
ufing  it,  renders  it  more  fedative,  and  confe- 
quentl.y  a better  medicine,  where  there  is  much 
pain  and  irritation. 

Sedative  Injeffion. 

Sugar  of  lead,  half  a dram. 

Soft  water,  half  a pint. 


The 
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The  fedative  effe&s  of  this  inje&ion  may  be 
farther  increafed  by  the  addition  of 
Purified  opium,  two  drams ; or, 

Tin&ure  of  opium,  30  to  40  drops. 

. . , . - - 

Sedative  aftrin'gent  Injection* 

Sugar  of  lead, 

Vitriolated  zinc,  each,  half  a dram, 
Rofe-water,  one  pint. 

To  be  repeated  every  three  hours,  if  it  does 
not  caufe  much  pain. 

Compound  Injection  with  Alum . 

Alum,  half  a dram. 

Sugar  of  lead,  one  dram, 

Vitriolated  zinc,  one  fcruple, 

Water,  one  pint. 

This  compofition  is  extolled  by  fome  prac- 
titioners as  peculiarly  efficacious  in  obftinate 

gonorrhoeas. 

. > 

Injection  of  muriate d Mercury . 

Muriated  mercury,  one  grain, 

Water,  half  a pint. 

The  flrength  of  this  preparation  may  be 
augmented  by  increafing  the  quantity  of  the 
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muriated  mercury,  which  mud  again  be  modi- 
fied by  the  degree  of  pain  it  occafions.  By 
fome  this  is  reckoned  the  mod  efficacious  in- 
jection of  any. 

Injection  of  Balfam  of  Capivi. 

Balfam  of  capivi, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  each,  half  an 
ounce. 

Rub  them  carefully  together,  gradually 
adding  rofe-water,  half  a pint. 

Ufeful  in  obftinate  gleets. 

Injection  of  acetated  Copper. 

Acetated  copper  or  verdigreafe,  one 
dram, 

Spirit  of  ammonia,  one  ounce. 

From  fix  to  twelve  drops  may  be  added  to 
a cup  of  water  at  the  time  of  ufing  it. 

Where  an  injection  is  proper,  there  is,  per* 
haps,  none  fuperior  in  efficacy  to  the  above. 

Injection  of  vitriolated  Zinc , with  Camphor , 

Is  molt  eafily  prepared,  by  adding  a tea* 
fpoonful  of  the  water  of  vitriolated  zinc,  with 
camphor,  of  the  London  pharmacop.,  to  a tea- 
cupful of  water. 

JnjeCtion 
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Injection  of  Gum  Kino . 

Gum  kino,  twenty-four  grains, 

Boiling  water,  one  pint. 

Infufe  for  an  hour,  and  drain. 

* 

Injection  of  Galls . 

Powdered  galls,  two  drams, 

Boiling  water,  one  pint. 

Infufe  for  an  hour,  and  drain. 

Injeflion  of  Sugar  of  Lead, 

Sugar  of  lead,  two  drams, 

Rofe  water. 

Vinegar,  of  each  half  a pint. 

Thefe  three  lad  forms  of  inje&ion  are  pe- 
culiarly adapted  for  the  gonorrhoea,  as  well  as 
difcharges  proceeding  from  weaknefs,  taking 
place  in  females. 

Injeflion  for  Phimofis . 

Vitriolated  copper,  fix  grains  $ 

Pure  water,  four  ounces. 

To  this  folution  add, 

Of  extrafl  of  lead,  twenty  drops. 

Where  contra&ion  of  the  prepuce  is  occa- 
sioned by  ulceration  on  its  interior  part,  a little 
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of  this  inje&ion  thrown  up  between  the  glands 
and  forefkin,  by  means  of  a fyringe,  will  fre- 
quently difpofe  them  to  heal. 

Injection  of  Tartar  fed  Antimony. 

Tartarized  antimony, 

Powder  of  gum  arabic,  each,  one  dram, 
Camphor,  one  fcruple. 

Rub  together,,  gradually  adding 
Water,  fix  ounces. 

This  form  of  an  injedion  has  lately  been 
propofed,  in  an  ingenious  Trad  on  Gonor- 
rhoea, by  a Mr.  Barker  of  Oxford.  It  is  to  be 
thrown  up  once  or  twice  a day,  carefully 
comprefTing  the  penis  to  prevent  it  from  pe- 
netrating too  far.  Mr.  B.  conceives  that  it 
operates  by  exciting  a new  adion,  different 
from  that  produced  by  the  venereal  infection, 
which  is  more  tradable  and  eafier  removed. 
Several  examples  of  the  efficacy  of  this  treat- 
ment, in  Shortening  the  duration  of  the  difeafe, 
are  brought  forward. 

Injection  of  Nitrated  Silver. 

Nitrated  Silver,  commonly  called  lunar 
cauftic,  half  a dram. 

Diffolve  in  water,  fix  ounces. 

Properly 
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Properly  diluted  with  water,  in  fome  cafes, 
this  is  a very  efficacious  remedy  $ but  it  mult 
be  ufed  with  circumfpedion. 

Opiate  Injection, 

Purified  opium,  one  dram, 

Infufion  of  linfeed,  eight  ounces. 

In  fome  cafes  of  great  irritation,  this  in~ 
jedion  gives  much  relief. 

Injeflion  with  Turpentine . 

Oil  of  turpentine,  an  ounce  and  a half. 
Olive-oil,  twelve  ounces  $ mix. 


Injection  of  Calomel, 

Powder  of  gum  tragacauth,  four  grains. 
Calomel,  two  fcruples, 

Water,  four  ounces. 

Let  them  be  carefully  triturated. 
Occafionally,  ten  grains  of  opium  may  be 
added. 

To  be  injeded  two  or  three  times  a day. 


A confiderable  variety  of  injedions  are  men- 
tioned, from  which  the  judicious  pradicioner 
may  feled  fuch  as  are  bell  fuited  to  the  pecu- 
liar circumflances  of  the  cafe. 
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Lotions. 

Saturnine  Lotion,  ufually  termed  Gaulard's 

Water . 

Water  of  acetated  litharge,  ufually  called 
extract  of  lead, 

Spirit  of  wine,  each,  one  dram. 

Mix  them,  and  then  add 

Diftilled  water,  one  pint ; or, 

Sugar  of  lead,  two  drams, 

Diftilled  vinegar, 

Spirits  of  wine,  each,  one  ounce  and  a 
half. 

Water,  five  ounces. 

Thefe  are  ufually  termed  repellent  lotions. 

Syphilitic  Lotion , ufually  termed  Aqua  Phage- 

denica . 

Muriated  mercury,  thirty  grains, 

Lime  water,  two  pints ; mix. 

TJfed  to  wafti  ill-conditioned  venereal  ulcers. 

Compound  Lotion  of  Zinc . 

Lime  water,  two  ounces, 

Calx  of  zinc,  twelve  grains, 

Vitriolated  copper,  three  grains, 

Honey  of  rofes,  one  dram  ; mix. 

This  is  a very  ufeful  application  in  phage- 
denic ulcers. 
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The  following  applications  are  ufeful  in 
thofe  ulcerations  of  the  mouth  and  fauces, 
which  are  not  venereal,  and  which  in  a for- 
mer part  of  this  publication  have  been  termed 
aphthous. 

Tin&ure  of  myrrh,  one  ounce, 

Oxymel  seruginis,  half  an  ounce. 

Sulphat  of  copper,  two  grains, 

Diftilled  water,  two  ounces. 

Nitrated  filver  or  lunar  cauftic,  two 
grains, 

Diftilled  water,  four  ounces. 

Muriated  mercury,  five  grains, 

Diftilled  water, 

Spirit  of  wine,  each,  one  ounce. 

The  ulcerations  to  be  {lightly  touched  twice 
a day,  by  means  of  a camel’s  hair  pencil, 
dipped  in  one  of  thefe  preparations. 

Lotion  for  removing  Warts . 

Muriated  mercury, 

Sal  ammoniac,  each,  one  dram. 

Water,  two  ounces. 

To  be  applied  twice  a day,  by  means  of  a 
hair-pencil. 


Mixtures. 
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MlXTUrs.ES. 

Mixture  with  Gum  Arabic. 

Powder  of  gum  arabic,  one  ounce, 
Barley-water,  a pint. 

Manna,  one  ounce. 

Honey,  half  an  ounce. 

Let  them  be  mixed. 

Three  or  four  large  fpoonfuls  may  be  taken 
every  third  hour  in  pain  and  difficulty  of 
making  water.  It  promotes  the  fecretion  of 
urine,  and  at  the  fame  time  keeps  the  body 
gently  open. 

Mixture  with  Balfam  of  Capivi. 

Balfam  of  capivi, 

Powdered  gum  arabic,  each,  three  drams, 
Syrup  of  tolu,  one  ounce. 

Rub  together  gradually,  adding 
Water,  fix  ounces. 

Spirit  of  cinnamon,  or  pimento,  one 
ounce. 

A table  fpoonful  may  be  taken  three  or 
four  times  a day. 

This  is  an  agreeable  and  efficacious  mode 
of  adminiftering  the  balfam  of  capivi  in  gleets, 
and  in  fome  cafes  of  deficient  fecretion  of  urine. 

Pills. 
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Pills. 

Mercury  is  fitted  for  internal  ufe,  either 
by  trituration  with  mucilaginous  or  faccha- 
rine  matters,  by  which  means  its  particles 
are  not  only  minutely  divided,  but  it  is  alfo 
llightly  calcined,  in  confequence  of  having  an 
extenfive  furface  repeatedly  expofed  to  the 
atmofpheric  air ; or  by  being  converted  into 
a fait  by  combination  with  an  acid. 

Of  the  former  kind  is  the  common  mer- 
curial pill,  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia.  From  five  to  ten  grains  of 
either  of  thefe  preparations  may  be  taken 
daily,  till  the  mouth  be  {lightly  affedted.  If 
they  purge,  from  half  a grain  to  a grain  of 
opium  may  be  combined  with  each  dofe. 

Mercurial  Pill. 

Purified  quickfilver, 

Balfam  of  fulphur,  each  one  dram  ; 

Rub  them  together  till  the  globules  of 
quickfilver  wholly  difappear ; and  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  powder  of  liquorice- 
root,  make  into  fixty  pills. 

Two,  or  more,  may  be  taken  every  night. 

The 
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The  late  celebrated  Dr.  Kirkland  confidered 
this  as  the  belt  mode  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury internally,  and  as  fit  to  fuperfede  every 
other. 


Calomel  Pill. 

Prepared  calomel,  or  mild  muriated 
mercury,  one  dram, 

Compound  powder  of  chalk,  two  drams, 
Conferve  of  hip,  a fufficient  quantity. 
Divide  into  forty  pills. 

Of  thefe  one  or  two  may  be  taken  at  bed- 
time. 

No  preparation  appears  to  pofTefs  more 
active  antivenereal  powers,  or  to  dilturb  the 
conftitution  lefs,  than  the  above  pill ; efpe- 
dally  when  made  with  the  mild  muriated 
mercury.  The  whole  dofe  requifite  is  belt 
taken  at  bed-time. 

Pill  of  calcined  Mercury. 

Of  calcined  mercury,  half  a dram, 
Powdered  opium,  ten  grains. 

Soft  extrad  of  liquorice,  a fufficient 
quantity. 

Form  into  twenty-four  pills. 

One  may  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

Few  conflitutions  will  bear  two. 
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This  was  the  favourite  mercurial  prepara- 
tion for  internal  ufe  of  the  late  celebrated 
John  blunter.' 

Alterative  Mercurial  Pill , commonly  called 
Plummer  s Pill . 

Of  calomel, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  each 
one  dram ; 

Mix  carefully  ; and  with  a fufficient  quan- 
tity of  extract  of  liquorice,  or  of  gentian,  form 
into  forty-eight  pills.  Two  may  be  taken 
every  night  at  bed-time. 

They  are  peculiarly  ufeful  in  venereal,  as 
well  as  other  affedions  of  the  Ikin. 

Pill  of  muriated  Mercury, 

Of  muriated  mercury, 

Sal  ammoniac,  each  fix  grains, 

Diftilled  water,  fixty  drops. 

Mix  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  crumb  of 
bread,  and  divide  into  forty-eight  pills  ; each 
pill  contains  one  eighth  of  a grain  of  muriated 
mercury. 

This  being  a very  adive  preparation  of 
mercury,  it  ought  to  be  adminiftered  with 
great  caution. 


Tonic 
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Tonic  Pill. 

Extra£l  of  peruvian  bark,  one  dram, 
Vitriolated  zinc. 

Powdered  rhubarb,  each  half  a dram, 
Syrup  of  tolu,  a fufficient  quantity. 
Divide  into  thirty-two  pills. 

Two  may  be  taken  twice  a- day. 

Thefe  pills  are  ufeful  in  the  latter  ftage  of 
gonorrhoea,  and  in  gleets. 

Turpentine  Pill. 

Of  chio  turpentine,  two  drams. 
Powdered  rhubarb,  a fufficient  quantity. 
Divide  into  pills  of  the  ufual  fize. 

Two  may  be  taken  three  times  a day  $ fre- 
quently ufeful  in  gleets. 

Sedative  Pill. 

Of  opium,  one  grain, 

Antimonial  powder,  five  grains. 

A pill  to  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

This  pill  is  very  efficacious  in  alleviating 
that  troublefome  fymptom  of  gonorrhoea, 
termed  chordee. 

Powders. 
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Powders. 

Powder  with  Nitre, 

Of  Nitre, 

Sugar, 

Gum  arabic,  each  ten  grains. 

Mix,  and  make  a powder,  to  be  repeated 
every  three  hours,  in  difficulty  and  fuppref- 
lion  of  urine. 

Powders  to  remove  Warts. 

» 

Of  powdered  favin, 

Acetated  copper,  equal  parts* 

Mix,  and  apply  once  a-day. 

Of  burned  alum. 

Red  precipitate,  equal  parts* 

Mix,  to  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner* 

Of  acetated  copper, 

Muriated  mercury,  each  equal  parts. 

Mix. 

Warts  may  frequently  be  removed  by 
touching  them  twice  a-day  with  the  muriated 
tin&ure  of  iron. 
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Wines. 

Tonic  JVine . 

Powder  of  Peruvian  bark,  one  ounce, 
of  galls,  two  drams, 
of  cloves,  one  dram, 

Port  wine,  or  claret,  a quart. 

Shake  together  feveral  times  during  twenty- 
four  hours,  then  pour  off  the  clear  part  from 
the  foeces ; of  which  two  or  three  wine  glafs- 
fuls  may  be  taken  daily. 

Ufeful  in  fome  cafes  of  gleet. 

Ointments,  Liniments. 

Mercury  poffeiTes  the  exclufive  property  of 
operating  on  the  living  body  with  equal  effi- 
cacy when  applied  to  the  external  furface,  as 
when  taken  into  the  ftomach.  In  many  cafes 
where  the  digeftive  organs  are  eafily  ruffled, 
this  is  an  important  advantage.  It  is  indeed 
the  opinion  of  the  bed  pradlitioners,  founded 
on  experience,  that  where  other  circumftances 
do  not  forbid  it,  the  fafefi:  and  molt  effe&ual 
mode  of  introducing  mercury  into  the  fyftem, 
is  by  the  pores  of  the  (kin. 

Of  the  ftronger  mercurial  ointment  of  the 
iLondon  Pharmacopoeia,  the  quantity  of  a 
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dram  may  be  rubbed  in  every  day  till  the 
mouth  becomes  affected  ; and  this  affection 
fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fubfide,  till  all  the 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  for  which  the  re- 
medy is  ufed,  have  difappeared.  The  infide 
of  the  legs  and  thighs  are  the  parts  generally 
made  choice  of  to  apply  the  ointment,  on 
account  of  the  numerous  abforbent  veflels 
lying  in  that  fituation.  Patients  fhould  be 
aware  that  the  ointment  is  not  abforbed  in 
confequence  of  merely  being  ftneared  on  the 
fkin,  but  that  it  mult  be  forced  through  the 
pores,  by  affiduous  and  continued  fri&ion. 
However  laborious  and  difgufting  this  talk 
may  appear,  it  ought  always  to  be  performed 
by  the  patient  himfelf.  Every  fecond  or 
third  day  the  remains  of  the  ointment  fhould 
be  wafhed  clean  off,  with  warm  foap  and 
water.  Drawers  and  dockings  of  woollen  or 
cotton  fhould  be  worn  during  the  whole  of 
this  treatment,  as  mercurial  ointment  not 
only  indelibly  flains,  but  rots  and  deflroys 
all  kinds  of  linen,  with  which  it  comes  in 
contact. 

Ointment  of  muriated  Mercury. 
Muriated  mercury, 

Sal  ammoniac,  each  one  dram, 
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Hogs  lard,  one  ounce. 

Let  them  be  carefully  rubbed  together  in  a 
mortar. 

By  the  application  of  this  ointment  to  the 
foies  of  the  feet,  Dr.  Cyrillo  of  Naples  aflerts, 
that  he  has  cured  many  thoufand  patients,  in 
all  ftages  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  Where 
fecrecy  is  an  objed,  this  mode  deferves  a 
trial ; but  as  far  as  my  experience  extends, 
it  is  not  entitled  to  all  the  encomiums  be- 
{lowed  on  it  by  the  inventor. 

Camphorated  mercurial  Ointment . 

Weak  mercurial  ointment,  one  ounce, 
Camphor,  half  an  ounce. 

Rub  together  into  an  ointment, 

Ufeful  in  alleviating  chordee,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  under  part  of  the  penis. 

Ointment  of  nitrated  Mercury , commonly  termed 
Unguent  u?n  citrinum , 

Diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of  hogs  lard, 
is  an  efficacious  application  in  all  cutaneous 
defedations. 
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Red  mercurial  Ointment . 

4 

Red  nitrated  mercury,  one  dram, 
Ointment  of  yellow  refin,  one  ounce. 
Mix  carefully. 

An  ufeful  application  in  fome  ftages  of 
chancre,  and  in  phagedenic  bubo. 

Volatile  Liniment . 

Water  of  ammonia,  half  an  ounce, 

Olive  oil,  an  ounce  and  a half. 

Mix. 

Ufeful  in  promoting  the  fuppuration  of  in- 
dolent buboes,  and  rubbed  into  the  infide  of 
the  thighs,  removes  fome  fpecies  of  fuppref* 
fion  of  urine. 

% 

Camphorated  Liniment . 

Camphor,  one  dram. 

Palm  oil,  liquified  by  a gentle  heat, 
one  ounce. 

Let  them  be  formed  into  an  ointment. 

An  ufeful  difcutient  application. 

Ref olving  Liniment , 

Ammonia,  half  an  ounce, 

Petroleum,  an  ounce  and  a half, 

Mis, 
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Solutions. 

V \ . 

Solution  of  muriated  Mercury. 

Muriated  mercury,  ten  grains,  diffolve 
in 

Proof  fpirits,  one  pint. 

Two  or  three  table  fpoonfuls  may  be 
taken  at  different  times  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.  It  ought  not  to  be  given  on  an  empty 
Itomach.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  though 
the  ufe  of  the  muriated  mercury,  caufes  many 
of  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  efpe- 
cially  cutaneous  affe&IoLS,  to  difappear  in  a 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  they  are  very  prone  to 
recur  when  the  remedy  is  laid  afide. 

The  mucilaginous , or  Pie  nek's  Solution  of 

Mercury. 

Pure  mercury,  one  dram, 

Gum  arabic,  or  tragacanth,  two  drams, 

Honey,  or  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 

Rub  carefully  till  the  mercurial  globules 
wholly  difappear,  then  add  water,  eight 
ounces. 

A table  fpoonful  may  be  taken  two  or  three 
times  a*day. 
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This  mode  of  exhibiting  mercury  was  at 
one  time  much  in  vogue,  but  is  now,  from 
the  uncertain  ffrength  of  the  preparation,  de- 
fervedly  negle&ed. 

Preventives. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  no  mode 
of  prevention  is  fo  much  to  be  depended  on 
as  careful  wafhing  with  foft  foap  and  water. 
But  as  fome  people  have  attached  notions  of 
fuperior  efficacy  to  other  preparations,  I have 
added  fome  of  the  molt  approved  forms,  from 
De  Horn’s  work  on  preventives. 

Spirits  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
water  may  be  ufed. 

Of  corrofive  fublimate,  one  dram,  mix, 
by  careful  trituration,  with  two  pints  of  freffi- 
made  lime-water.  Let  it  fubfide  and  pour 
off  the  clear  liquor  for  ufe.  It  ffiould  be  kept 
in  a bottle  clofely  (topped. 

Freffi-prepared  lime-water  may  be  ufed 
alone. 

A few  drops  of  cauffic  alkali,  or  foap-Iees, 
mixed  with  common  water. 

The  ffrength  of  this  ffiould  always  be  de- 
termined  previoufly  to  ufing  it,  by  applying 
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a final!  quantity  to  the  tongue,  as  much  mif- 
chief  may  arife  from  ufing  it  too  flrong.  This 
form  is  the  molt  convenient,  as  a quantity 
fufficient  to  laft  a confiderable  time  may  be 
contained  in  a ima.il  phial,  and  carried  in  the 

Prepared  natron,  one  dram. 

Pure  water,  eight  ounces. 

May  be  ufed  us  a wafh  and  injection,  with 
perfect  fafety,  and  probably  with  as  much  ad- 
vantage as  any  other  preparation. 
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THE  END. 


Pi  in  ted  by  A.  Strahan, 

Printcrs-Street. 
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